
OIL AND NATURAL GAS CORPORATION LIMITED
Office of Sub-Surface Manager,
Assam Asset, NAZIRA-785685.

Phone +91 3772 241203,252212

Date:08.02.2016

From: GM(Res.)-SSM, Assam Asset, ONGC, Nazira

To : The Member Secretary,
Expert Appraisal Committee (l ndustry-2)
lndira Paryavaran Bhawan, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-1 10003

Sub: Amendment to TOR for Public Hearing Exemption.

MoEF&CC, Gol has issued TOR vide F. No. J-1101114912014- lA ll (l) dated 18.12.2014 (copy

enclosed) to ONGC, Assam Asset for the preparation of EIA/EMP report for Development
Drilling of 4 wells in Borholla ML block, Jorhat District and development drilling of 8 wells in
Nambar ML area, East Lakhibari ML area, Khoraghat ML and Khoraghat extension ML area in
Golaghat District, Assam.
It is to inform that ONGC, Assam has conducted public hearings in Jorhat and Golaghat
Districts of Assam respectively for the following projects:

Exploratory drilling (03 Nos.) in AA-ONN-2009/3 NELP Vlll Block at Village Teok, Jorhat
District, Assam. Public hearing conducted on 02.04.2015 at Kakojan, Jorhat (copy of
MOM enclosed).
Exploratory cum Development drilling(locations-KSAD, KSAE, KSAG, KSAB) and two
development locations, IKS-KSDA & IKS-KSDB and establishing GGS and laying of
pipeline from location KSAC to Borholla GGS to Kasomarigaon, Golaghat District,
Assam. Public hearing conducted on 20.09.2014 at Chollong Pathar, LP. School,
Merapani, Golaghat (copy of MOM enclosed).
Development drilling of three locations (KHDE, KHDF, KHDD) in Khoraghat Extension
ML Block area of Golaghat District, Assam. Public hearing conducted on 04.07.2014 al
Khoraghat GGS-Il (copy of MOM enclosed).

ln view of above, it is requested kindly to amend the existing TOR F. No. J-1101114912014- lA
ll (l) dated 18.12.2014 of for exempting Public Hearings in Jorhat and Golaghat Districts of
Assam for Development Drilling of 4 wells in Borholla ML block, Jorhat District and
development drilling of 8 wells in Nambar ML area, East Lakhibari ML area, Khoraghat ML and
Khoraghat extension ML area in Golaghat District, as already Public Hearings were conducted
in the proposed districts.

Warm Regards,
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2

3

(Sanjay Chawla)
GM(Res)-SSM
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Introduction 

The Khoraghat Extension ML Block part of the oil rich Assam-Arakan Basin is located in the 
Sarupathar Circle of Golaghat District in Assam. The Block is included under the 
hydrocarbon production areas of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC). ONGC 
already has existing facilities like exploratory wells, production wells, Group Gathering 
Stations (GGS) and interconnecting pipelines in the Block.  

ONGC is planning to drill three development wells in the Khoraghat Extension ML area I 
Golaghat District, Assam. The development and testing of hydrocarbons proposed in 
Khoraghat Extension ML Block is included under activities specified in Schedule (Activity 
1b) of the new EIA Notification dated 14th September 2006. It requires Environmental 
Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF).  

ONGC has submitted Form-1 of the EIA Notification, along with a draft Terms of Reference 
(ToR) for EIA study to MoEF. MoEF has issued approved ToR vide letter J-11011/563/2011-
IA II (I) dated 28th May, 2012. Initially, the ToR obtained referred to the study of two 
development wells –KHDE and KHDF. ONGC had included another development well 
KHDD in the scope of the work for which a modified ToR has been approved.   

ONGC had conducted a systematic Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study as per 
approved ToR. The Draft EIA report was submitted to Assam State Pollution Control Board 
in the month of March 2014 for conduct of Public Hearing. ONGC had participated in a 
Public Hearing organized on 4th July, 2014 and accepted for consideration the views of 
relevant stakeholders who may be affected by the proposed project activity and the same has 
been incorporated in the final EIA report.  
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Public Hearing 

A public hearing was conducted near GGS facility at Khoraghat on 4th July, 2014 as part of 
an EIA study for three development wells in Khoraghat Extension ML Block to understand 
the queries, grievances and expectations of local people due to the existing and proposed 
project activities (Figure 1). The people were made aware of the meeting through a notice in 
APCB website publication in two leading newspaper in English (Assam Tribune) and 
Assamese (Dainik Janambhumi) on 30th May, 2014.  

 

FIGURE  1. A SYNOPSIS OF PUBLIC HEARING HELD IN KORAGHAT 

 

The local people were satisfied due to the establishment of ONGC. Though they had few 
expectations and grievances that have been summarized: 

1. Provision of drinking water 

2. Improvement of road infrastructure along with street lightning facility 

3. Setting of medical check-up facility 

4. Job opportunities 

5. Mitigation measures for pollution abatement 

6. Land Compensation. 

It is to be noted that ONGC has already mobilized efforts to release funds to improve the 
infrastructure of the roads. Further, ONGC has commented that they will try and make 
provision for the other expectations. To conclude, it could be said that stakeholders had no 
objection to the project activities. The concise report of the Public Hearing is given in  
Table 1 and the Resolution and Minutes of the Minutes in detail is given in Annex 1.  

March 2014 

•Submission of Proposal to Assam Pollution Control 
Board 

June 2014 
•Notice of PH in Assam PCB 

June 2014 

•Announcement of Public Hearing  in Dainik Janambhumi 
and Assam Tribune 

July 2014 
•Public hearing conducted at Khoraghat 
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TABLE 0-1: RESPONSES ADDRESSED TO THE PUBLIC CONCERNS/COMMENTS THAT AROSE DURING 

PUBLIC HEARING  

Sl No. Public Concern/comments 
Response addressed by the   Project 

Proponent and provided in the 
Report 

1.  Shri Niren Basumatary wanted to be 
compensated for the worn out roofs of his house 
that he believes is due to activities of the ONGC. 
Request ONGC to improve the condition of the 
roads, provide pure drinking water and health 
facilities in the area 

ONGC gave assurance to fulfil all 
grievances of the concerned person 

2.  The Gaonburah of Haldibari Village -  Shri Babu 
Kumar requested ONGC to provide pure 
drinking water and also prevent the leakage of 
oil in paddy fields. He further requested ONGC 
to provide street lights and health check-up 
facilities with the provision of ambulance and 
also develop the road traversing the village. 

ONGC replied that plans are afoot to 
develop the road condition has begun 
and funds are being mobilized. ONGC 
further gave assurance to the 
Gaonburah to solve the other issues 
raised by him. In case of  Oil spill 
ONGC has its own management plan 
and measures to combat oil spill has 
been outlined the EIA-EMP report       

3.  The major concern of Shri Kamal Karketta 
inhabitant of Lachit Gaon-1 village was the 
impact of the burning of gas from GGS-1 on the 
agricultural fields. Further he wanted  ONGC to 
do some development work from the ONGC 
development schemes like provision of drinking 
water from water that is drawn by ONGC, street 
lighting, health care facilities, etc 

ONGC commented that the 
groundwater drawn by ONGC is not fit 
for human consumption hence cannot 
be supplied to the villagers. ONGC is 
already in the process to improve the 
condition of the roads and bridges in 
the area. ONGC further said that they 
can construct the building for the 
medical facilities but the provision of 
doctors, staff should be done by the 
State Government. The issue of impact 
of gas burning on agricultural fields 
will be probed. 

4.  Shri Padma Kr Poudel was concerned about the 
aerial extent to which the CSR activities like 
drinking water, other development schemes 
would be implemented?  

ONGC replied that the CSR activities 
will be implemented close to the 
Project locations. 

5.  Shrimati Padma Basumatary of Uriamghat had 
queries related to the land compensation and 
requested ONGC to take  pollution measures 

The Chief Environmental Engineer 
explained the measures taken to combat 
the pollution. Pollution abatement 
measures to be taken by ONGC have 
also been outlined in this report in the 
EIA-EMP report       

6.  Shri Policarp Khaklori, Lachitgaon -2 requested 
ONGC to induct local people and provide 
compensation for agricultural losses 

The additional Deputy Commissioner 
replied to this query  
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ANNEXURE 1 PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE AND MINUTES OF MEETING  

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  6                                                   ONGC 

 
 

 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  7                                                   ONGC 

 

 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  8                                                   ONGC 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  9                                                   ONGC 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  10                                                   ONGC  



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  11                                                   ONGC 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  12                                                   ONGC 

 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  13                                                   ONGC 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  14                                                   ONGC 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  15                                                   ONGC 

 



Khoraghat Extension ML Block 

 

  16                                                   ONGC 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 































 

 

 

EIA for Development 
/Exploratory Wells, 
Group Gathering Station 
and pipeline laying from 
KSAC to Borholla GGS at 
Kasomarigaon, Assam 

Public Hearing Report  

Prepared for:   
 

ONGC 
 

Prepared by: 
 

SENES Consultants India Pvt. Ltd. 

November, 2014 

 



EIA for exploratory/ development activities of hydrocarbon,  
GGS & pipeline laying at Kasomarigaon 

SENES/K-20198/ November, 2014 a ONGC 

 

Table of Contents 

1 Public Hearing .............................................................................................................2 

 

List of Tables 

Table 1-1: Responses addressed to the Public Concerns/Comments that arose during 
Public Hearing .............................................................................................................3 

List of Figures 

Figure 1-1: A Synopsis of Public Hearing held in Challang Pothar ..........................................2 

  

 



EIA for exploratory/ development activities of hydrocarbon,  
GGS & pipeline laying at Kasomarigaon 

SENES/K-20198/ November, 2014  2                                           ONGC 

1 Public Hearing 

A public hearing was held in a school at Challang Pothar on 19th September, 2014 as part of 
the EIA study to understand the queries, grievances and expectations of local people due to 
the existing and proposed project activities (Figure 1.1). The people were made aware of the 
meeting through publication in two leading newspapers in English (The Assam Tribune) and 
Assamese (Dainik Jagran) on 20th August, 2014. 

 

FIGURE 1-1: A SYNOPSIS OF PUBLIC HEARING HELD IN CHALLANG POTHAR 

A Public Hearing was conducted in the LP School of Challlang Pothar on 20th September, 
2014 as part of an EIA study for Exploratory/ development wells, GGS and Pipeline in 
Kasomarigaon Block to understand the queries, grievances and expectations of local people 
due to the existing and proposed Project activities. The people were notified of the meeting 
through a notice in two leading newspaper in English (Assam Tribune) and in Assamese 
(Dainik Janmabhoomi) on 20th August, 2014 (Annexure 1.1). The proposed activities qualify 
the Project under Category A and hence, the process of Public Hearing forms a pre-requisite 
for obtaining Environmental Clearance under EIA Notification, 2006. 

The local people were concerned due to the activities of the ONGC. The key issues have been 
summarized below: 

1. Road infrastructure 

2. Plying of heavy vehicles 

3. Mitigation measures for environmental pollution 

4. Land acquisition and compensation 

5. Accidents in the pipelines 

6. Job opportunities 
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7. Funds for development of schools, church, namghor, etc 

8. Channeling of waste gas that is burnt by ONGC to local people for use as fuel 

 It is to be noted that ONGC has already mobilized efforts to release funds to improve the 
infrastructure of schools of the area. Further, ONGC has commented that they will try and 
make provision for the other expectations. To conclude, it could be said that stakeholders had 
no objection to the project activities (Annexure 1.2). The concise report of the Public 
Hearing is given in Table 1.1 and the Resolution and Minutes of the Minutes in detail is 
given in Annexure 1.3 and the Attendance is given in Annexure 1.4.  

TABLE 1-1: RESPONSES ADDRESSED TO THE PUBLIC CONCERNS/COMMENTS THAT AROSE 

DURING PUBLIC HEARING 

Sl. 
no. 

Public Concern/Comments 
Response addressed by the Project 

Proponent and Provided in the Report 

1.  Shri Debeshwar Karmakar, raised the issue 
of environmental pollution due to the 
activities of ONGCL and requested for some 
mitigation measures to be adopted by 
ONGCL. Further he requested for 
construction of proper roads, restriction of 
plying of vehicles, provide health facilities, 
expressed concern on the colony 
establishment as it would be lead to 
generation of waste water. 

ONGC agreed to look into the concerns raised 
by the villagers in the Public Hearing. They 
said that they will put forth the plan to 
construct roads in Kasomarigaon area in the 
next   financial budget plan of CSR activities. 
The same will be done for the other funding 
request.  

For the people seeking employment, ONGC 
requested them to apply for interview in 
ONGC recruitment drives for the educated 
and skilled people. Whereas, for the 
uneducated, unskilled workers, temporary 
jobs will be available during construction of 
facilities. 

ONGC requested the crown to not be worried 
about the pipeline as they will be 
underground, equipped with pressure sensors 
and will be under routine check for anomaly.     

Further, ONGC announced that they had 
pollution control systems like ETP, acoustic 
enclosures to control water and noise 
pollution. 

ONGC said that they will speculate about the 
use of the waste gas that is usually discarded.  

2.  Shri Anil Bera requested for jobs for himself 
and other unemployed youth, construction of 
road, funds for church, Namghor, and 
requested for the supply of the gas that is 
burnt as waste to be supplied to the houses of 
the poor to be used as fuel. 

3.  Shri Biren Ghatwal requested for funds for 
schools, proper roads 

4.  Shri Bhadreshwar Bora asked for safety 
measures installed to prevent fire in the 
pipeline 

5.  Shri Bipul Mesh requested for employment 
with ONGC, fund and to utilize the waste gas 

6.  Shri Hiranya Gogoi asked for the measures to 
protect the environment from drilling work 
and Safety measures for pipelines. Further he 
requested for funds for schools, roads, and 
health facilities.    
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Sl. 
no. 

Public Concern/Comments 
Response addressed by the Project 

Proponent and Provided in the Report 

7.  Shri Babul Saikia wanted to know the 
protection measures against pollution from 
drilling activities and requested for funds for 
the development of the area. 

8.  Shri Dayal Rangoh complained that he 
observed loss in crop due to the open burning 
of waste gas and questioned if ONGC will 
compensate for the loss? 

PCB official opined that there is no proven 
evidence to show that the burning of the waste 
gas will lead to crop loss. However, PCB will 
look into the matter of open burning.  

9.  Shri Babul Dungdung wanted to know the 
extent of land that will be required for 
construction and what will be the amount of 
compensation. What will happen if someone 
did not want to part with his land 

ONGC replied that 9haof land will be 
required for the construction of the GGS. 
Rs.70,000 per bigha as per Government Laws. 
In case anyone is unwilling, negotiation will 
be done with the person. 
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ANNEXURE 1.1:  NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING IN LEADING NEWSPAPERS IN ENGLISH AND 

ASSAMESE 
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ANNEXURE 1.2:  NOTICE OF RESOLUTION OF PUBLIC HEARING  
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ANNEXURE 1.3:  MINURES OF MEETING OF PUBLIC HEARING  
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ANNEXURE 1.4:  ATTENDANCE AT MEETING OF PUBLIC HEARING 
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