No. J-11013/41/2006-IA.II(IT) ,
Government of India
Ministry of Environment & Forests
Paryavaran Bhavan,
C.G.O. Complex, Lodi Road,
New Delhi-110003.
Telefax: 24362434

Dated the 16™ November, 2010
Office Memorandum

Sub: 1. Consideration of proposals involving violation of the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 or Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006 / the CRZ Notification,
1991, there under — Regarding.

2. Corporate Environment Policy - Regarding.

The Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006 requires all new
projects or activities and or expansion and modernization of those existing projects
or activities listed in the schedule to the said Notification with capacity beyond the
threshold limits prescribed there under, to obtain prior environmental clearance
under the provisions thereof.

y 3 Instances have come to the notice of the Ministry of Environment & Forests
where substantial physical progress relating to construction of the project has been
made at site and significant investments have been made for setting up of new
projects as also for the expansion components of various existing projects such as
thermal power plants, integrated steel plants, mining projects etc. without obtaining
a requisite prior environmental clearance as is mandated under the EIA Notification,
2006.

3. As per the existing practice being followed in the Ministry for considering such
violation cases as and when these are submitted for environmental clearance, while
environmental clearance is granted to deserving projects prospectively, based on
their merit, in accordance with the recommendation of the Expert Appraisal
Committees, simultaneously the concerned State Governments, under the powers
delegated to them under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 are requested to
initiate action against such units for the period these units have operated in violation
of the said Act as per the procedure laid down.

4. The matter has been considered in the Ministry and it has been decided to
follow the following procedure henceforth to deal with such cases of violations:

(i)  All such cases of violations which are submitted to the Ministry of
Environment & Forests / SEIAAs for environmental clearance would be
referred to the respective Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) / SEACs for
their consideration based on the merit of the proposal. After the EAC /
SEAC have made its recommendations on the project, the proposal will be
processed on file for obtaining the approval of the Competent Authority.



(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

"2" .

After the Competent Authority has approved the proposal for grant of
environmental clearance, MoEF / SEIAA will send a communication to the
project proponent informing that although the proposal has been approved
by the Competent Authority, formal environmental clearance will be issued
to the project only after the matter relating to the violations have been put
up to the Board of Directors of the Company or to the Managing
Committee / CEO of the Society, Trust, partnership / individually owned
concern for consideration of its environment related policy / plan of action
as also a written commitment in the form of a formal resolution to be
submitted to MoEF / SEIAA to ensure that violations of the Environment
(Protection) Act etc. will not be repeated. For the purpose, a time limit of
90 days will be given to the project proponent. In the meantime, the
project will be delisted. In the eventuality of not having any response
from the project proponent within the prescribed limit of 90 days, it will be
presumed that it is no longer interested in pursuing the project further and
the project file will be closed, where after the procedure for obtaining
environmental clearance will have to be initiated de-novo by such project
proponents. :

The respective State Government will be informed of the violation cases
for their initiating legal action against the Company as per the procedure
prescribed.

The details of the project proponents and a copy .of the commitment etc.
mentioned at para 4(ii) above will be put on the website of MoEF / SEIAA
for information of all / stakeholders.

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

To

AN,

(Dr. S.K. Aggarwal)
Director

All the Officers of IA Division

Copy to:-
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All SEIAAs / SEACs

All SPCBs / UTPCCs

PS to MEF

PPS to Secretary (E&F)
PPS to AS(JMM)

PS to Advisor (NB)
Website of MoEF



