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Dated the 2" December, 2009

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub: Procedure for consideration of proposals for grant of environmental

clearance under EIA Notification, 2006, which involve forestland and or
wildlife habitat — Regarding.

The issue regarding the procedure to be followed for consideration of proposals for

grant of environmental clearance under EIA Notification, 2006, which involve forestland and or
wildlife habitat has been under consideration of this Ministry. The issue has been discussed and
deliberated at length and the provisions of EIA Notification, 2006 as contained in para 8 (v) of
the said notification have also been considered. .

2.

()

(i)

(iii)

It has now been decided that the following procedure shall be adopted in dealing with
such cases.

The proposals for environmental clearance will not be linked with the clearances from
forestry and wildlife angle even if it involves forestland and or wildlife habitat as these
clearances are independent of each other and would in any case need to be obtained as
applicable to such projects before starting any activity at site.

While, considering such proposals under EIA Notification, 2006, specific information on
the following should be obtained from the proponent:

(a)

(b)

Whether the application for diversion of forestland involved in the project has
been submitted? If so, what is the status of grant of forestry clearance? It would
be essential that in such cases, the application for diversion of forestland has
been submitted by the project proponent before they come for environment
clearance and a copy of the application submitted for forestry clearance along
with all its enclosures should also be submitted by the proponent along with their
environment clearance application.

Information about wildlife clearance, as applicable to the project should also be
obtained. The project proponent should submit their application for wildlife
clearance / clearance from Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife
to the Competent Authority before coming for environment clearance and a copy
of their application should be furnished along with environment clearance
application.

The proposal from environmental angle will be appraised by the respective Expert
Appraisal Committee and recommendations made on the same which will be processed
by the IA Division and approval obtained from the Competent Authority. However, while
granting environmental clearance to projects involving forestland, wildlife habitat (core
zone of elephant/tiger reserve etc.) and or located within 10 km of the National Park /
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Wildlife Sanctuary (at present the distance of 10 km has been taken in conformity with
the order dated 4.12.2006 in writ petition no. 460 of 2004 in the matter of Goa
Foundation Vs Union of India), a specific condition shall be stipulated that the
environmental clearance is subject to their obtaining prior clearance from forestry and
wildlife angle including clearance from the Standing Committee of the National Board for
Wildlife as applicable. Further, it will also be categorically stated in the environment
clearance that grant of environmental clearance does not necessarily implies that
forestry and wildlife clearance shall be granted to the project and that their proposals for
forestry and wildlife clearance will be considered by the respective authorities on their
merits and decision taken. The investment made in the project, if any, based on
environmental clearance so granted, in anticipation of the clearance from forestry and
wildlife angle shall be entirely at the cost and risk of the project proponent and Ministry
of Environment & Forests shall not be responsible in this regard in any manner.

(iv) A copy of the clearance letter, besides others, shall also be endorsed to (i) IGF(FC),
MoEF, (ii) IGF(WL), MoEF, (iii) PCCF of respective States and (iv) Chief Wildlife Warden
of the State.

Note: There will not be any need to refer the files relating to grant of environmental clearance
from IA Division to FC Division and or Wildlife Division during consideration of proposals
under EIA Notification, 2006, as done at present in view of the course of action
stipulated at paras 2(i) - (iv) above.

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.
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(S.K. Aggarwa

Director
To

All the Officers of IA Division

1 PPS to AS(JMM)

2 PPS to ADG(F)

& PPS to ADG (Wildlife)

4. IGF(FC)

5 Advisor (GKP)

6 Advisor (NB)

7 Director (PLA) with a request to issue necessary instructions to all the SEIAAs/SEACs to
follow the above instructions.

8. Website of the Ministry.



