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No. J-11015/30/2004 1A LM
Government of India
Ministry of Environment & Forests

Dated. New Dethis the Decenmber 14, 2012

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub:  Guidelines for granting Eanvironment Clearance for expansion of Coal Mining

Projects involving one time Production Capacity Expansion of up to 28%, in the
existing operation ~reg.

The OM of even number dated 15 April. 10 contains the gaidelines for granting
Environment Clearance (EC) for expansion of coal mining seclor projects.

2. Now, it has been decided that in respect of existing coal mining projects which apply
for one time capacity expansion of up to 259 in the existing mining operation, within the
existing mine lease area, the guidelines staied in this OM will be applicable in supersession of

the guidelines of 15" April. 2010. :

3. Expansion projects for Ceal Sector miming fall in two categories-{i) projects that have
obtained an EC under the EIA Notification 1994 and (if) projects that have oblained FC under
the EIA Notification, 2006, The EAC may counsider exempting Public Hearing for the capacity
expansion proposals of existing coal mining projects. which have obtained HC under any one ol
these Notifications, which are for one time capacity cxpansion of up to 23% in the existing
mining operation, within the existing mine lease area, under clause 7(i1) of the BIA Notification
2006 subject to the following conditions:- |

(1) Such an exemption would be considered for those expunsion projects which have
obtained prior EC and have undergone Public Hearing during the process of obtaining
EE

(i) The proposal is for one time capacity expansion of up to 25% in the existing coal

mining eperation.

(1) There is no additional mine lease area involved. r
(iv) There is #io change in mining method (underground to opencast).
(V) Application for the expansion project shall include a certified report of the Regional

Office of the MoEF on the issues of compliance of EC conditions stipulated for the
existing project for which EC for the expansion is being sought and necessary action
taken there upon by the BEAC, in terms of the MoEF Circular No. J-11011/6182010-
1AL (1) dated 30.5.2012.

{vi) Details of the court cases, if any, pending in any Court of Law against the project as
well as directions passed by any Court relating to the project shall be furnished by the
proponent. dircctly to the Environment Appraisal Commitiee (EAC). The BAC will
deliberate upon the same and the gist of the discussion will be reflected in the minutes
of the EAC meeting.

(viiy  Details of notices, if any. issued to the praject under Qeciion 3 of the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 will be reparted by the proponent directly to the EAC. The EAC
will deliberate upon the same and the gist of the discussion will be reflected in the
minutes of the EAC meeting, e
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(viiiy  If the project falls in a Critically Polluted Area (CPA) wheretn the moratorium has been
tified. the EAC shall examine the measures required 1o be implemented by the project
sroponent under the Environment Action Plan preparved by the State Polluiion Control
Roard concerned and status of their implementation. ln such cases, the EAC shall also
examine the monitoring data furnished by the praject proponent of the environmental
quality of the study area/CPA in which the project falls and afler due diligence. decide

if any additional mitigative measures are required for the expansion. s
(ix} 25%, expansion in production capacity is subject to a ceiling of 2 MTPA of additional

production where the transportation of the additional production is proposed by roud
and of 3 MTPA of additional production if such transportation is proposed by means of
a conveyor and/or rail transport.

This issues with the appreval of the Competent Authority.
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