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Dated- C’1 -11-2020

Swire 40-B, Sardar Patel Marg, C-Scheme, District-Jaipur, State Rajasthan.

Environmental Clearance under EIA notification dated 14.09.2006 for Extraction of

Soapstone in Village-Pranmati, Tehsil: Ghat, District: Chamoli. (11.183 Ha.).

To,
M/s Golcha Minerals Pvt Ltd,
Mob:9799190700

Sub:

Sir,

Kindly take reference to your online proposal No SIA/UK/MIN/53024/2020 submitted to SEIAA
Uttarakhand regarding aforementioned subject. The details about the project site and proposal for EC
as per the documents submitted by the project proponent is as under:-

S. No Details

Reply

Name of the Proponent

M/s Golcha Minerals Pvt Ltd.

Village: Pranmati; Tehsil: Ghat, District. Chamoli.

1
2 Project Site
3 Project Site Coordinates

Latitude: 30°15'21.02" N to 30°15'43.02" N
Longitude: 79°33'56.7" N to 79°34'19.0" N

4 Type of project

Mining as per Schedule 1(a) of EIA Notification 2006

5 Mine Lease Area

11.183 Ha

6 Project Category as'per | B2
EIA Notification 2006
7 New or Ongoing Site New Site

8 Land Status Private Land 10.600 Ha Govt. Lad 0.583 Ha Total- 11.183 Ha

9 Letter of Intent Lease has been granted by Government of Uttarakhand vide
letter no. 1979/VIl-1/39/Soapstone/2016 Dehradun dated
30/12/2016.for 50year.

10 | Method of Mining

Opencast Semi Mechanized Method

1 Total Mineable Reserve

5,04,365 Tonne

12 | Estimated Quantity

17,508 TPA Soap-stone and 32,516 TPA OB waste

13 | Thickness of soil

Varies from 0.5m to 0.75 m.

14 | Mining Shall be carried
out from

From RL2572 to RL2560
Higher Level to Lower Level

15 | Mine area under cluster

Not Applicable

16 | Slopes and ultimate face

Face slope of benches shall be 70" and the ultimate slope will
be 45°

slope
17 | No. of Pits 2 Pits
18 | Project CostEMP Cost | 45.0 Lakh

Capital Cost-33.0 Lakh
Recurring Cost- 5.80 Lakhs/Annum

Responsibility (CER)

19 | Corporate Environment

2 % of the project cost

20 | Whether any tree felling

is involved

No

The SEAC during its meeting held on 10" August, 2020 had undertaken appraisal of the
above project. It has been found that the proposal is classified under Category B2 of EIA Notification
2006. The proponent has submitted PFR, EMP and other relevant documents as desired. After due
examination of the relevant documents/certificates submitted by the project proponent and additional
clarification furnished in response to its observations earlier, SEAC has recommended the grant of
Environmental Clearance for the above project, subject to compliance of the EMP and other stipulated
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conditions. SEIAA during its meeting dated 2™ — 3" November, 2020 reconsidered the above
proposal based on the recommendation of SEAC. SEIAA observed that project proponeta'pt ha:i
submitted the desired documents as sought by the Authority during its earlier meeting dated14™ - 15
September, 2020. After due examination and deliberation, the SEIAA Uttarakhand hereby accords
Environmental Clearance for the above project under category B-2 of EIA notification 2006 (as
amended from time to time) subject to the strict compliance with the General, Specific and other
conditions mentioned below:-

1- General Conditions

1. The mining/extraction of mineral and progressive mine closure should be done as per the
approved mine plan. The mine plan should have validity till the mining period

2. The Proponent will ensure that mine site should have well demarcated safety zone i.e. mining
operation will not be carried out in the vicinity of 100 m from nearby bridges, educational
institution or structures of historical importance.

3. The project area shall be strictly used for the activities permitted. The workers will be strictly
instructed to not to enter in the adjoining forest and not to harm any wildlife and existing
vegetation for their various needs. No work shall be carried out after sunset

4. The overall manpower will be restricted to bare minimum. Though mostly local labour will be
deployed, but for the essential manpower staying at site, not fuel wood based support will be
provided for cooking purpose.

5. Sufficient numbers of dustbins will be provided to labourers for collection of their daily use
garbage, Bio-degradable & solid garbage will be collected in separated bins & proper disposal
of these garbage will be ascertained.

6. At no stage mining shall be carried out after exhausting extraction of the estimated mineable
quantity as stated above.

7. The mining operation would provide local employment and bring economic benefits to local
population.

8. The Proponent should provide Eco-friendly toilets for the workforce. The workers shall be
directed to use the sanitation facilities provided at project site and instructed not to litter the
project site. Sufficient numbers of Bio-Toilets will be provide to workers at safe distance from
river flow bed.

9. Wild Animals being sensitive to noise, no project activities shall be carried out at night (sunset
to sunrise) time.

10. All workers shall be imparted basic knowledge regarding the Do’s and Don'ts of working
within Forest Areas.

11. Photography of the proposed mining site (preferably using Drone) should be done and
submitted to SEIAA along with half-yearly compliance report.

12. The project proponent shall submit half yearly compliance report of stipulated conditions of
Environment Clearance in soft copy through PARIVESH PORTAL given link:
https://parivesh.nic.in. The compliance report shall also be e mailed to the Regional Office

in Dehradun in moef.ddn@gov.in

2- Conditions for operation phase

1. The project proponent should advertise with basic details at least in two widely circulated local
newspapers, within seven (7) days of the receipt of the clearance letter informing that the project
has been accorded environmental clearance by the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority, Dehradun and a copy of the same be sent to the Regional Office of Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India located at 25 Subhash, Road
Dehradun.

2. The legal status of the mining lease area shall remain unchanged and the Environment
Clearance shall remain co-terminus with lease period. The mined lease area shall not be used
for any purpose other than that specified in the proposal.

3. The mining/extraction of soapstone shall not be done without approved mine plan from
designated authority. The mine plan should be revised every 5 years and no fresh mine plan
shall be prepared without site inspection by designated authority.

4. The boundary of the mined lease area shall be demarcated on ground by erecting pillars, each
inscribed with its serial number, DGPS coordinates, forward and back bearing, and distance from
adjoining pillars etc. This demarcation will be ensured by the Revenue Department. A bench
mark will be established to monitor depth of the mining. A safety zone of 7.5 mt (surrounding the
mine site) shall be left free from mining.

5. The mining shall be carried out by open cast Semi mechanized without adopting drilling and
blasting operation. The use of hand held mechanically driven equipment is permitted. The use of
any electrically driven machinery shall remain prohibited and only hand held tools shall be used

for extraction of the mineral.
- :
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6. Soapstone mining shall bo carrled out during sunrise to sunsot perod only, It shall not involyrs
felling of trees and cloarance of vagetation. There shall be no pormanent construction at the site
except temporary eroction of first aid room, office, store, drinking water shed, rest shelter ete, J

7. The process of mining and quantity of extractablo minoril and subsequently progressive mine
closure shall bo as per the approved mine plan, The mining opsration shall be carred out from
Upper level to Lower lovol by formation of benching pattern, The mazimum height of benches
shall not exceed 1.6 mt and ultimate pit slope shall be kopt at 46 degress,

8. The maximum permissible depth for mining of soapstone shall not ezcesd B meters of depth of
ground water table whichever is loss. During first five years of mining lsasa the depth of mining
shall not exceed 3meters. Mining boyond 8 meters shall be granted after site visit !q] BEAC,

9. Extraction of minor mineral Ia pormittod from 1% October of every year to 16" June of the
subsequent year. It shall be ensured that no mining activity is carried out during the monzoon
season. Workers should be advised and protoctod against flash flood during 1% June to 15” June
and 1* Oct to 31* Oct during which there may bo raing in the hills,

10. Reclamation of the mine lease area ghall be through back filling, etabilization and cultivation, The
waste and top soil generated during mining ehall be temporarily stacked in external dump which
will be subsequently vacated and back filled in mined out pits. The waste generated in the area
will be backfilled during rains and land made suitable for cultivation, Back filling shall be done in a
retreating manner from upper level to lower level. Mining activity and back filling zhall be done
simultaneously once space is available,

11. No disturbance to natural drainage system around the mining leaze area ehall be done. No
mixing of wastes is allowed. The dump site shall be kept away from the nearby nallahs/water
bodies and maintained at a distance of at least 100 meters. The external dump zhall be protected
against slide/slip by adopting suitable mechanical and vegetative measures. Proponent should
construct a retaining wall, along the nallah side, with suitable height to protect goil erosion, The
construction of toe wall, check dam and planting of grags gpecies/zoil binding dwarf species in
dump yard shall be done,

12. The project proponent shall undertake transportation of mineral from pit head to read head
manually or by mule. Further it shall strictly adhere to the norms of Trangport Department in
refraining from use of polluting and less fuel-efficient vehicles for transporting extracted minerals
to final destination. There shall be no over loading of vehicles as against standard norms fixed by
Central Government/State Government/Hon'ble Courts from time to time.

13. The project proponent shall regulate and maintain record of the quantity of soapstone extracted
during a season. The monitoring shall be ensured by Mines Department/District Administration
from time to time.

14. There shall be no labour camp in the mining lease area for the labour engaged in mining of
soapstone. The labour engaged in mining shall be provided free fuel wood/alternate source of
energy to avoid any pressure on adjoining forest land

15. Proponent should submit surface water quality and ambient air quality monitoring report as
committed in EMP, with suitable parameters.

16. Under corporate social responsibility proponent should develop community services such as
drinking water, education, housing, sanitation, health, safety and medical facilities, public
transportation and communication, social welfare efc.

17. The proponent shall erect eco-friendly mobile toilets for the workforce at site and shall ensure
disposal of solid waste as per the existing provisions/rules/guidelines.

18. Minimum 15000 plants will be planted in nearby Van Panchayat first and second year followed by
their maintenance in the next three years, The species selection shall be site specific and cater
to the demand of the Van Panchayat. The Divisional Forest Officer, Bageshwars hall ensure the
compliance. Besides this the proponent shall develop 5 meter wide dense plantation of shrubs
around the mining site.

19. The Geology and Mining department shall Identify an agency for regular/periodical monitoring of
quality of ground water of existing hand pumps and tube wells in the vicinity of the mining site.

20. The project proponent shall formulate a transparent and unbiased procedure for engagement of
laborers for sustainable extraction of the minerals from the mining lease area. The project
proponent shall ensure that maximum local labour be engaged and hence opportunities of
employment be provided. The project proponent shall follow all safety measures for labour force
engaged in accordance with relevant Acts/Rules.

21. The project proponent shall prepare the plan of mining In conformity with the mine lease
conditions and the Rules prescribed in this regard thereby clearly delineating the 'No Work Zone'
in the mine lease area l.e. at least 100 mt distance from Nallahs/Water Bodies, bridges,
educational ingtitution or structures of historical importance.

22, Effective safeguard measures, such as regular water sprinkling shall be carried out in critical
areas prone to air pollution and having high levels of particulate matter such as loading and
unloading point and all transfer points, It shall be ensured that the Ambient Alr Quality
parameters conform to the norms prescribed by the Central Pollution Control Board in this

regard.
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99, Iha projact proponant shall pravide protacive raspliatory devices 1o workers working In dusty
afang @il iy shall wlan ha provided wilh mlm}llillu raing and Information on safaty and
fesallly snpcte Pononfiinl los amination of e workers engaged In ihe project shall be
Gt ] ol s pacorda i,

24, The proponent shall provida aeo friandly mobit (oilate for tha worklorca al slle and shall ensure
tiapional f aulhl wenlu g i e axlaling fJHNIhIfHIh/lllluw'uulilﬁ“llﬂﬂ.

26, 1w projec) proponent shall statie somplianga 10 provisions of e all Aote, Rulas, Ragulations
Al Gnidelinas, for i ine balng D oioa, ie ulmllf;uhlu 10 the projec

26, Photogrephy of e propased mining sile as wall us e plantation slles undartaken by the project
proponent showing BIE sondinates should he done (pratarably using Drone) and submitted to
GEIAA s paglonal office of MoEFACE, Govl of India at Dehradun along with half-yearly
somplianca 1apon, . )

21, Pt proponent will stilally aomply with EMP/EIA,

M, Projact praponent will have o submit EMIYEIA 1eport lo Mining Depariment (l.eseee) and
Pollition Control Rosrd hatore gelling work ordar/Consent {o Established or Oparata,

29, The projaat proponant shall submit half yeearly nnrnrllancu raporl of slipulated conditions of
Envitonment  Glaarance I soft - copy  Ihiough  PARIVEGH  PORTAL — glven  link:

hitpsifiparlyesh.nlg.n,
A Entlre Opsratlon

1) The Environmental Clearance I8 haing granted for mining/extraction of Soapstone In the
approved Mine | easa Araa, |.egal slalus of tha mining lease area shall ramain unchanged and
the Enviionmental Glearance I8 haing granted only for Ihe lease perlod, The mined lease area
shall not ha usad for any purposa other than Ihat specified In the proposal,

2) The mazimum permissible dapih for mining of Soapstone shall not exceed 6 meter or depth of
ground walsr 1ahle whicheyar Is less, During firsl five years of mining lease the depth of mining
shall not excesd 3 matars, Mining heyond 6 melers shall ba granted afler site visit by SEAC,
Hawaver, Authority ey also visit the sile in operational phase, whenaver It Is found to be
NeCassaTY,

3) Neclamation of the mine lease area shall he through back filling, stabllization and cullivation, The
wasts and 10p soll genarated during mining shall he temporarily stacked In external dump which
il ha subsequantly vacated and back filled In mined out pits, The wasle generated in the area
vill e hackillad durlng raing and land mada sultable for cultivation, Back filling shall be done in a
rstreating manner from upper level 1o lowsr lavel, Mining activity and back filling shall be done
slimultansously once spece Is avallable,

A) Tha dump sits shall be kept away from the nearby nallahs/water bodles and maintained at a
distanca of st least 100 metsrs, The external dump shall be prolected against slide/slip by
sdopting sultshle mechanical and vegetatlve measures, The construction of toe wall, check dam
and planting of grass spacles/soll binding dwarf spacles In dump yard shall be done as given In
mining plan,

6) The projsct proponent shall underiake transportation of mineral from pit head to road head
manuslly or by mule, Further It shall strictly adhere Lo the norms of Transport Department In
refraining from use of polluting and less fusl-afficlent vehicles for transporting extracted minerals
10 final destination, There shall he no over loading of vehicles as agalnst standard norms fixed by
Central Government/Siate Government/lon'hle Courts from time to time,

6) The project proponent shall regulate and malntaln reécord of the quantity of Scapstone extracted
during a ssason, The monlloring shall be ensured by Mines Department/District Administration
from ime 1 lime,

7) Thera shall b no lahour cemp In the mining lease area for the labour engaged In mining of
Soapstone, The lshour engagad In mining shall he provided free fuel wood/alternate source of
ensryy 1o ayold any pressure on sdjoining forest land,

B) The project proponent shall formulale a ransparent and unblased procedure for engagement of
laboursrs for sustainable axiaction of the minerals from the mining lease area. The project
proponent shall ansure that maxmum local labour be engaged ond hence employment
opponnity provided. The projact proponent shall follow all safely measures for labour force
syBged In soordancs with relevant Acts/Rules,

9) The projsc f)mpr)nqnl shall provide proteclive resplratory devices to workers working in dusty
argus and they shall slso ha provided with adequate tralning and information on safety and
heslth aspects, Pariodicsl medical examinalion of the workers engaged In the project shall be
oannied ol Bnd records iaintained,

10) The pmdt;r;i proponent shall ansure compliance 1o provisions of the all Acts, Rules, Regulations
s Guidslings, for the time heing in force, as applicable 1o the project,

1) The shaove snvironmentsl safsguards shall be Implemanted In leller and spirit, The project
fropment shall establish Environment Monitoring Cell and also submit six monthly compliance
rspons 1o this Authonty and reglonal office of MoEFACC, Govt of Indla at Dehradun, ‘
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12) The SEIAA reserves the right to include additional safeguard measures If found necessary and
also to take action including revoking of the EC granted under provision of EIA Notification 2006.
This EC is being granted subject to compliance of Hon'ble Court Orders Issued from time to time.

13) Any appeal against this Environment Clearance shall lie with the National Green Tribunal, if
preferred, within a perlod of 30 days as prescribed under relevant section of the National Green
Tribunal Act, 2010.

14) If it is found that if conditions laid down by the Authority are violated, the Authority may suspend
or cancel this Environmental Clearance.

4- Specific Conditions:- (To be followed by Director Industry, Geology and Mining Unit, Govt.
of Uttarakhand).

1- Mining and Geology department of the State Government should recalculate the maximum
production levels and inform the Authority accordingly. ’

2- A study shall be carried out at least in over a year through mines and geology department to
avoid over exploitation of mineral, which may adversely affect the dynamics of site. A copy of
said study report shall be submitted to the Regional Office of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change at Dehradun and SEIAA, Uttarakhand.

3- The Geology and Mining unit of Industry Department shall identify an agency for
regular/periodical monitoring of quality of ground water of existing hand pumps and tube wells
in the vicinity of the mining site.

4- Digital processing of the entire lease area using remote sensing technique should be done by
Geology and Mining department regularly and report should be submitted to the Ministry of
Environment and Forpsts, Regional office at Dehradun and SEIAA, Uttarakhand.

In view of the COVID-19 scenario, social distancing at work-place shall be maintained, and
such after necessary safeguard shall be ensured as directed by Government of India, Government of
Uttarakhand and concerned District Magistrate from time to time.

Your’s Faithfully

/

(Sushanta Kumar Pattnaik)
Member Secretary,
SEIAA, Uttarakhand

No - 01(15)/2018 dated- as above

Copy for information and necessary action to-

APCCF, Regional office (Central) MOEFCC Govt of India, 25 Subhash Road, Dehradun.
Principal Secretary, Forests & Environment, Government of Uttarakhand, Dehradun.
Director Industries, Geology & Mining Unit Govt of Uttarakhand Dehradun

District Magistrate, Chamoli.

Member Secretary, UEPPCB, IT Park Dehradun.

Divisional Forest Officer, Badrinath Forest Division Gopeshwar.

Guard File for uploading in Parivesh Website.
(Sushanta d:ér/httnalk)

Member Secretary,
SEIAA, Uttarakhand
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