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INTRODUCTION

In reference to Member Secretary J&K PCB letter no.
PCB/T/C/mining/jmu/2020/02/874-82 dated 16-01-2020, the Divisional
Office, J&K Pollution Control Board, Jammu (North) organized a Public Hearing
on 15th of February 2020 at 10.00 am onwards at PANCHAYAT GHAR DHOK
KHOSLA VILLAGE DHOK KHOSLA TEHSIL AKHNOOR, DISTRICT JAMMU .The
public hearing was conducted for Minor Mineral (River Bed Mining) project at
MINOR MINERAL (RIVER BED MINING) PROJECT AT JAD KHAD
DOWNSTREAM/UPSTREAM JOURIAN BRIDGE AT VILLAGE DHOK KHOSLA ,
TEHSIL AKHNOOR/JOURIAN,DISTT JAMMU.BLOCK NO.46, BLOCK NO.47,
BLOCK NO. 48, BLOCK NO. 49,BLOCK NO.50,BLOCK NO.51 AT VILLAGE
DHOK KHOSLA ,TEHSIL JOURIAN DISTRICT JAMMU at PANCHAYAT GHAR
DHOK KHOSLA, TEHSIL AKHNOOR/JOURIAN, DISTRICT JAMMU

The mining project is proposed to be under taken by Shri Balbir Singh S/o Sh.
Jagar Sing R/o 25-C Gandhi Nagar, Jammu. The project proponent was
represented through their consultant Sh. Anand Gupta, Environment
Consultant for Globus Environment Engineering Services, 326-AB, 3rd Floor,
Sahara Shopping Center, Faizabad Road, Lucknow. A large gathering of people
from adjoining villages i.e Dhok khosla, Jourian and Akhnoor etc. were present
on the occasion. The entire public hearing proceedings were duly photographed
and video-graphed. The Attendance Sheets, Photographs and Video CDs have

been enclosed as Annexures A TO F.
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PANEL FOR PUBLIC HEARING

PANEL FOR PUBLIC HEARING

The panel for conducting Public Hearing comprised of the following officers:

1) Sh. Gopal Singh (KAS), SDM Akhnoor (nominated by District Magistrate,
Jammu).

2) Dr. Syed Nadeem Hussain (IFS), Regional Director, J&K Pollution Control
Board, Jammu.

3) Sh. Arshad Nazir Malik, Divisional Officer J&K Pollution Control Board,

Jammu (North).

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE

The following officers from Union Territory of J&K also representing their

respective departments were also present at the public hearing:

1. Sh. Dimple Sharma, Field Inspector, J&K PCB Jammu North.
2. Sh. Varinder Singh, Supervisor, Geology & Mining Department, Jammu.
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PUBLIC SPEAKERS

The following prominent citizens of the surrounding villages spoke on

behalf of the general public and raised various concerns and views

during the public hearing:

1. Sh. Rashpal Sharma (Retired Army Captain)
2. Sh. Subhash Chander (Naib Sarpanch)
3. Sh. Kalidas (Ex. Sarpanch)

Besides this, more than two hundred local residents of the area

attended the public hearing of the proposed project.
PROCEEDINGS

At the beginning public hearing was initiated with the welcome address by
Divisional Officer, PCB Jammu-North Sh. Arshad Nazir Malik, wherein he
welcomed all the participants including the Officers, consultants, public

representatives and the general public to the public hearing.

> Field Inspector, PCB Jammu-North Sh. Dimple Sharma, elaborated
the concept of public hearing as a part of Environmental Clearance for
such projects under EIA Notification vide SRO 1533(E) dated 14th Sept
2006 and explained to the public in detail about the purpose of the
Public Hearing. He also briefed the gathering about the proceedings. He
requested each and every person to express his/her views, concerns
and suggestions about the proposed project without any hesitation and

assured to provide sufficient time to every speaker who wanted to speak
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on the subject. Further, he informed the public that the entire
proceedings of public hearing shall be video recorded and their views,
concerns & suggestions will be forwarded verbatim to the competent
authority which will decide the case for grant of Environmental

Clearance of the project.

» Sh. Anand Gupta, Environmental Consultant from M/S Globus
Environment for the Project Proponent Sh. Balbir Singh briefed the
gathering about the main features of the project including Blocks
details, Environment studies done by their consultancy on behalf of the
project proponent, Environment management plan (EMP) etc. He also
shared with the public the measures proposed to be taken under the
EMP. He informed the public that the project proponent is committed
to spend 5% of the profit earned for the general development of the area
and for betterment of the local under CSR.

> Sh. Arshad Nazir Malik, Divisional Officer, PCB Jammu-North
SUpEWiSCd the entire proceedings of public hearing. He invited
voluntary public speakers to put forward their views, concerns and
suggestions about the project. He also cross examined the claims made
by the Project Proponent in Executive Summary and asked a number
of queries pertaining to the Environmental Management Plan. The
queries were satisfactorily replied to by the Environmental Consultant.

> Some Prominent Citizens were among the public speakers who spoke
on behalf of the general public and expressed their views, concerns and
suggestions regarding the proposed Mining Project. Details of the issues
raised by various public speakers are given below. Similar views have
been clubbed together to avoid unnecessary repetitions of text in the

report.
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Name and address of Speakers

Views/Concerns/ Suggestions

\?r

. Sh. Rashpal Sharma.R/o Dhok Khalsa.

Raised concerns about in-stream mining. Also expressed concerns

about encroachments of private land during mining.

Y

Y

. Sh. Subhash Chander (Naib Sarpanch) R/o Dhok Khalsa

Recommended that minimum distance of mining block from the river
bed should be at least 50 m.

Informed that at some places the Khud is only 50 m wide and the
authorities should keep this in mind while allocating blocks.

Raised concerns about the protection of river banks.

Enquired about the guidelines of mining and also demanded

demarcation of the proposed blocks.

Y

Sh. Kalidas (Ex Sarpanch) R/o Dhok Khalsa

Wanted assurance that no illegal mining shall be allowed in the area.
Raised concerns about the protection of three number of cremation
grounds in the vicinity of the khud.

Demanded maintenance of the local school.

Demanded that no damage should be doe to the electric poles and the
irrigation tube-wells.

Demanded that the river bed material should be supplied free of cost
to the local people on the recommendation of the Panchayats.
Strongly advocated for providing employment to the local youth of the
area especially o those who reside in the Panchayat jurisdiction.
Demanded that the 5% profit share earmarked under CSR be spent on

developmental activities like plantation of trees, road maintenance etc.
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and also for the benefit of the local people especially on the education
of the girl children.

» Demanded that there should be enough provisions for providing
compensation to the mining workers.

» Requested the local stone crusher owners to provide building material

to the local people at discounted rates.

» Sh. Anand Gupta, Consultant gave a patient hearing to the views,
concerns, observations and suggestions of every speaker and replied to
their queries in details. Major assurances given by him on behalf of the
Project Proponent are as under:

v Assured the speakers and public that proper demarcation of mining
width in the river will be done by constructing/installation of
permanent fencing and putting up flags over poles.

v Informed the speakers and public that sufficient provision of funds
have been kept in the EMP by way of ensuring that 5% of the total profit
earned by the Project Proponent is spent for various developmental
activities and betterment of local population under their CSR. These
funds shall be spent for activities like plantation in the area, repairing
of roads, improving Educational infrastructure, Health facilities etc.

v Assured the speakers and public of providing local employment, free
construction material to the local people on the recommendations of
gram Panchayat.

v Informed the speaker and public that appropriate measures like water
sprinkling on the approach roads shall be adopted to control the dust
Pollution and also all the vehicles involved for the transportation of the

miner minerals shall be covered to avoid any dust and air pollution.
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v The Consultant further informed the public that the project Proponent
will submit the compliance report of the conditions imposed in
Environment Clearance certificate to the Government in every six
months. He ensured that the EMP shall also be reviewed after the lapse
of six months to ensure that the promises made during the Public
Hearing have been complied to. Suggestions, if any, forwarded during
such review shall be given due consideration by the Project Proponent.

> Sh. Gopal Das (KAS), SDM Akhnoor, in his concluding address asked the
contractor to follow all the rules and guidelines in principle. He assured
the general public that no illegal mining shall be allowed in his jurisdiction.

He warned the contractors that strict action shall be taken in case of any

complaint of damage to the local environment. Keeping in view the demand

of the public, he requested the local stone crusher owners, present in the
public hearing, to offer the maximum possible discount on building
material to the local people on the recommendation of the Panchayat.

» Sh. Dimple Sharma (F.I) Divisional Office, PCB Jammu- North
presented the vote of thanks to the Officers in the panel, other
Government Officers/Officials present on the occasion, public speakers,
local people, media and police personnel, camera team, etc. for

participating in the public hearing.

DIVISIONAL OFFICE J&K POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD JAMMU (NORTH) -




MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING HELDF AT PANCHYAT GHAR DHOK KHALSA
TEHSIL AKHNOOR, DISTRICT JAMMU.

ﬁ

Conclusions

The local people present in the public hearing expressed their concerns about the
illegal mining and demanded that it should be stopped completely and
immediately. They also suggested various mitigation measures to be adopted by
the project proponent during and after the mining lease period is over. They
strongly advocated for proper demarcation of mining lease area in the river bed
before starting the mining work and also for the display of the contact details
regarding officers of the mining Department, District Administration, Police and
also of other Departments for lodging of the complaints in case of violation of the

commitments made to the general public during the course of the Public Hearing.

The participants and local public were of the opinion that mining may be allowed
in the above stated blocks not only to enable the general public to earn their
livelihood but also boost the developmental activities which have been marred

during the period of the ban on mining. /
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Jammu-North
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Annexure-A

ATTENDENCE

OF
THE PANEL AND THE PARTICIPANTS
OF
PUBLIC HEARING
ON
15-02-2020

VENUE:

Panchayat Ghar,Village Dhok Khalsa
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PANEL PRESENT FOR CONDUCTING PUBLIC HEARING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE OF MINOR MINERAL [RIVER BED MINING] PROJECTS AT JAD KHAD
DOWNSTREAM/UPSTREAM JOURIAN BRIDGE AT VILL. DHOK KHALSA,TEH.
AKHNOOR/JOURIAN, DISTRICT JAMMU (J&K). ON 15-02-2020.
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ATTENDANCE SHEET OF THE PARTICIPANTS
FOR CONDUCTING PUBLIC HEARING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE OF MINOR
MINERALS [RIVER BED MINING] PROJECTS AT
VILLAGE DHOK KHALSA, TEHSIL AKHNOOR, DISTRICT JAMMU (J&K)

DATED: 15-02-2020
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