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Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted on 26/06/2021 for Environmental
Clearance of Minor Mineral {Riverbed Material] Plan No. VIN at Bhini Aiver,
Downstream Maj Bridge, Area 945 Ha and Plan No. X1 at Bhini River, Upstream
Painthal Bnidge, Area §.92 Ha at Tehsil Billawar, District Kathua

Fursuant to the rule 7 (i) section {3) of ElA notification, 2006 issued by Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Govt, of India vide 5.0, 1533 dated 14-05-
2006, Public heaning for Environmental Clearance of riverbed material mining project
in Flan No Vi| (3.45 Ha} VIl at Bhinl River, Downstream Naj Bridge; Plan ng, X1 (8,92 Ha)
at Bhini River, Upstream Fainthal Bridge, Tehsil Billawar & District Kathua, was
organized by } & K Pollution Control Commitiee on 26/06/2021.

The panel For conducting the Public hearing included:

1) Sh. Sandesh KumarSharma, KAS, Addl, Deputy Commissioner, Billawar

2) Sh. Bodh Raj, District Mineral Officer, Geplogy & Mining deptt., Kathua

3] 5h. Anil 5Sharma, Divisional Officer, Pollution Contral Committee, Kathua

4) 5h. Sanjay Rathore, Divislonal Officer, Pollution Control Committee, Samba
North (Representative of Regional Director, ] & K Pollution Control Comm ithes,
Jammuyj

Elected representatives including DOC member, Blllawar, BDC Chairman, Billawar,
President, Municlpal Committes, Blllawar, Sarpanch Dewal, Naik Sarpanch Dewal and
Panch Moonl besides other participated in the public hearing. 50 nos. approx, of
people attended the Public Hearing (Attendance sheet of the publiic is enclosed as
Annex. 'A' and Attendance sheat of the panel is enclosed as Annex. ‘B'). The entira
proceedings were duly photographed & videographed. The photographs & Video CDs
areenclosed as Annex, 'C' & 'D' respectively.

Minutes of the Public hearing :
The Publichearing started with Introduct on of panelists to the audience.

1. 5h. Anil Sharma, Divisianal Officer, Pollution Contrel Committee, Kathua
welcemed the dignitaries and the audience present in the Public bearing and
informed that the public hearing was being organized by J & K Pollution Control
Committes, as mandated in terms of EIA nolification, 2006, issued by the
Mintstry of Envirgrnment, Forests and Climate Change, Govt. of Indla. He stated
that for riverbed mining projects having area more than 5 Ha, canduct of Public
haaring 1s mandatory before grant of environmental clearance of the said
project. He told the audience that it was with this purpose that the public has
baen invited to particlpate in the Public hearing for exprassing thelr views and
Biving their valuable suggestions regard|ng the proposed mining projects/hlocks.
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He said that the videography of whole event shall be done and the views
axpressed by all the speakers shall be noted down and the report compilead
thereafter shall be sent to J 8 K Environmental Impact Assessment authority
[JKEIAA] for 3 final decision inthe mattar,

Thergafter, 5h. Amit Kumar, Endronment cansultant (from M/fs Gaurang Frviro
Services Pwi. Ltd,, laipur (Rajasthan)) for the project proponent was invited to
apprise & inform the audience about the salient features of the proposed
riverbed material mining project. He said that the Public hearing for
envirenmental clearance of the proposed riverbed mining project is being
carried out in terms of ElA Gazette Notification of 2006 of Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate change and subsequent amendment
natifications issued thereafter, He said that the projects having mining lease area
of more than 5 Hactares require mandatory conduet of Public hearing for the
grant of Environmental clearance, He told the audience that the twa mining
plans i.e. Plan Ho VIl (3.45 Ha) at Bhini River, downstream Ma) Bridge with
praoduction capacity of 130888 TPA and Plan no. ¥l {892 Ha) at Bhini River
upstrgam Painthal Bridge with production capacity of 144559 TPA located at
Tehsil Billawar & District Kathua,

He further said that tha said mining project is related to mining of riverbed
material at Bhini river, downstream Naj bridge at Tehsil Billawar & District
Kathua. The cost of the propased mining project of the twa plans was mentignad
to be Rs 170 Lakhs and Rs 100.0 Lakhs for plans Vi) and X respectively, The
Ervironment consultant also told the audience that the nearest town from the
propased mining blacks is Blllawar which is located at a distance of 2,60 Km and
6.0 Km respectively from the mining plans Vil and XII respectively it Marth-East
direction. Nearest Rajlway station from the mining plans was meantoned to be
Kathua railway station at a distance of 21.50km and 19 Km respectively fram the
mining plan no. VIl and X1 respectively towards South direction from the mine
bkoundary. The amount of funds to be earmarked under Corporate Environmant
Responslbdlity (CER) was revealed to be RBs 3.30 Lakhs and Rs 3.0 Lakhs
respectively for the mining plans no. VIl and X1 He told the audience that the
funds under CER shall be spent on the works identified by the concerned
panchayat in jurisdiction of which the proposed mining plan falls.

He told that the scientific riverbed mining to be undertakan by tha project
propenent shal! prevent degradation af rivierbed, alteration of flow pattern of the
stream as well as flooding of the areas along the banks of river during monsoon
season. He sald due to bringing of riverbed material mining within legal
framewaork, Pollution prevention measures chall be given special consideratton.
He told that unscientifc mimng results in many harmful impacts that include
creation of deep plts In the riverbed, erosion of lands situated aleng the banks of
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river due to excessive mining in riverbed, use of unmaintained and old vehicles
causing alr 8 noise pollution besides mining operation during night hours
disturbing the steep of surrounding people. However, the scientific riverbed
mining resobves all such issues of concern. He furtherinformed that the mining in
the river bed shall be restricted to a dapth af 1m anly as the water table in the
rivaried js at dapth of 2.5, He told that the mining activity shall be carried out
only during daytima between the Bmeslot of 8 AM to 6 PM. He further informed
that the minimum margin shall be [aft from the banks of river on each side for
undertaking mining inthe riverbed.

He szid that the Baseline environmental data of areas Fafling within 10 Km radial
distance of the proposed mining block was collected for the atributes wviz.
Ambient air quality, Water quality (surface and groundwater), soll quality, naise
levez| and the samples collected thereof were analyzed in the laboratory, He
informed that the analysit results were faund ta ba within the prescribad
standards, as natified under Environment [Pratection) Act, 1985. He also said
that even after commeancement of the mining project, the alr quality, water
quality, soil quality and noise levelshall be monltored after every six manths.

As regards the Air poliution prevention measures, the Envirocnment Consultant
told the audience that the haul roads shall be regularly water sprinkled for
containment of dust emlsston due to plying of vehicles transporting mined
material and the loaded material in the vehicles shall be properly covered with
tarpaulin. As for the noise polusion control measures, the environment
consultant informed that there shall e no mining during night hours in the
mining block, use of harns by vehicle pparatars In the project area shall be
restricted and anly well maintained vehicles shall he allowed access in the mining
hlock. Ha further said that there shall be no sail pollution as well, as the loaded
material in the trucks shall be covered with tarpaulin, tharefore there shall be no
emission of sand from the moving trucks and hence no soil pollution.

He also told that the medical camps shall be organized in the villages falling in
cenhcerned panchayats onragular basis,

He also informed that a minimum of 2500 plants will be planted every year In
nearby schoopls, gram panchayats and hospitals. he further informed the
audience about the other salient features / parameters of the proposed mining
blocks with respact te locgtion, After completion of his address, the Environment
consultant invited the participants to raise their project related queries, if any,
befora him.

After the brief glven by the Envirenmental Consultant for the Project proponent,
the Aoar was thrown opan for wider public participation and several preminent
citizens, elected representatives expressed their opinian. The following speakers
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expressed thelr views:

District Mineral Officer, Geology and Mining Officer, Kathua, Sh. Bodh Raj :
stated that public hearing is important process and mandatory before grant of
environment clearance. Public hearing was being organlsed in terms of EIA
nobfication, Z306 issued by the MoEFCT, GOL. Ha also stated that mining is not
allowed without environmental clearance. He requested all the participants ta
register their suggestions / objectons regarding the proposed minlng plans, if
arvy.

Adv. Jarinder Singh Badhwal {Rfo Billawar]

He said that if the Hon'ble Prime Minister's mission of "Hauslng far all® is ta he
at hieved then mining activity has to be regulated. He further said that plantation
and other provisian kept for environmental protection by the project proponent
must be implemented on ground. He wanted to know the status of earlier public
hegaring conducted in the month af March 2021 at Billawar.

Sh. Dhananter Singh {Naib-Sarpanch, Dewal]

He said that plantation and other provision kept for environmental protection by
the project proponent must be implemented an ground. He further said that
early decision may be taken by the authorities for grant environmental clearance
sothat long pendng developmantal activities may be started again.

Sh. Sanjay Rathore, Chvislanal Officer, Pellution Control Committes, Samba
North. He said that JKEIAA is the issving authaority Tor grant of envirpnmanial
clearance angd the minutes of this public hearlng will be submitted to higher
author|ties within Few days, Regarding earlier public hearing conducted at
Rillawar in the month of March and April 2021, he informed that minutes /
reports stand submitted to JEAIEE by PCC forfurther needful action.

Sh. Ashok Kumar {EDC Chairman, Billawar|

He thanked pallution contral committee and other departments for conducting
public hearing. He sald that earlier two publk hearings stand conducted in
Billawar In recent part and this i the third one. He Further said that lot of
developmental activities have been pending due to nen availabiliies of
cormztructional material . He told the audignce that with opening of mining plans,
the problams of people with regard to availability of minor minerals shall be
resolved. He said that they welcomed the opening of mining blocks and willl
cooperate with the contractor but he should carry out the mining activity only as
per guidelines of the government. Ha demanded that 70-75% of the revenue
earned from the operation of mining blecks should be shared with the concermed
panchayats and share of the panchaayts shall be utilized for development of the
adjoining panchayats.
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8) 5h.Gopal Basotra (President, Municlpal Cemrnittee, Billawar)
He said that maximum participation of people should be there so that Igcal
pevple rmay ask their concern during public hearing. He has submitted a
representation against e-auctioning of minor minerals and read out the same
during the public hearing. Copy of the sald reprasentation is enclosed with the
rminuted of pubdic hearing.

9}  Sh.Vikram Singh [DDC member, Billawar]

He said that maximum participation of the local people adjoining panchayats
should be there so that local people may register their concern during the public
hearing. He sald that roinlng material is very important for development and the
procass of environmental clearance should be expedited. He further said that
there is scarcity of water in the area and mining of these blocks / plans wil
aggravate the cnsis of drinking water in the area as most of the sources of the
water are lying in the said project area. He also sald that such water source will
dry once mining of these blacks started. He requested the administration to
propose mining blacks downstream Bhini River, He also emphasis that plantation
and mining should be carried our strictly as per the norms so as to safeguard the
environment.

5h. 5andesh Kumar Sharma, IKAS (Addl, Deputy Commissioner, Billawar}

As you know that this public hearing regarding allotment of Mining Blocks and the
procedure of allotment has been changed singe new rules have been framed.
Whenegver thare Is some changes in the system it is always for the welfare of the public
and for streamlining of the things. Although, the public has to face some difficulties
initialty for some time, | agree with the pecple / speakers regarding the non-
availability of construction material far developmental, activities like constroction of
roads, buildings and other infrastructure ete. Now hopefully the process of
envirgnmental clearance bas reached its final stage. Earller there was no proper
systern of allotments of mining blacks and Gowt. also use ta get less revenue due to un-
scientific mining there was always a threat to the enviroanment. Now Gowvi. has
streamlined the procedure & rules were framed and SRO 302 waz implemanted. New
mining blocks were created and [lcences were issued accordingly 5o that the misue of
minerals in avoided and alsa Govt. Lo get properrevenue.

In this connection, public hearing is impertant part 5o that the main stakeholders e,
geteral public of the project affected area be listened and their views are taken ipto
consideration. | agres with Sh. 1.5, Bhadwal, Advocate that there should be proper
manitering and implementation of the activiies and proposed C5R and CER including
envirpnmental monitoring and affurestation. Tha afferestation warks should be done
in consultation with ¢lected members of DOC, BDE and PRI 50 that resources are not
wasted. Employment generation information as praposed should be displayed
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and [ would also suggest that the elected members should be
consuited for giving empioyment to iocai iabours , Tractor trolieys
etc. I also assure you on the behalf of administration that the local
issues raised during the public baaring will bring into the notice of

nigner authorities o Neip you o resgive the concerned issues.

The public hearing concluded with presentation of vote of
thanks by Sh. Narayan Thakur, Field Inspector PCC, Kathua,

= re) {Anml Sharma) (Bodh Raj}
Drivisional Divisional Officer Bistrict Mineral Officer
PCC, Samba Narth PCC, Kathua Kathua

{Sandes=f Kumar Sharma, JKAS)
Addi. Deputy Commissionar
Billawar
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Fanel present for Public Hearing of Minor Mineral (River Bed Material)
Project for twe plans, at Meclam Hotel {Pelace & Restaurant} Village Tilla,
Tehsil Billawar, Distred, Kathua on 26-06-2021.

i. Plan Ne Vi Area 9.45 Ha at Ghini river, downstream Maj bridge)
Tehsil Billawar, Disirict, Kalhua,

2. Plan No X1 Arca 892 Ha at Bhini river, bpstreamn Painthal bridge,
Tehsil Billawar, District Kathya,
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Attendance Sheet

Fublic Heanng of Minor Mineral (River Bed baterial} Praject for two plins, at
Meelam Hotel {Palace & Resaurant) Village Tilla, Tehsil Billawar, District, Kathua
on 26-06-2021,

2.

Plan Mo VIl Ares 945 Ha at Bhini river, downstream Naj bridge, Tehsil

Billawar, Dristrict, Eathua.

Plan No ®1 Arca 3,92 Ha al Bhini river, upstrearn Painthal bridge Tehsil

Billavar, Dristrict Kaothoa.
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Public Heating of Minar Mingrat {River Bed Material) Project for two plans, at
Meelam Hotel (Palace & Restaurant) Villape Tilla, Tehsil Billawar, District, Kathua

Attendance Sheei

an 2a-M-2021.

. Plan No. VI Area 543 Ha pt Bhini river, downstream Waj bridge, Tehstl

1. Plan No XKl Arca 8.92 Ha at Bhini river, upsiream Painthal bridge Tehsit

Billavear, Cistrict, ¥athua.

Billawar, District Fathuz,
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Public Hearing of Minor Mineral {River Bed Materiz]
Meelamn Hotel (Palace & Resteurant} Villzge Tilla,

Attendance Sheet

on 26-06-242 |,

} Project for beo plans, at

Tehszt] Billawar, Districy, Kathua

1. Plan MoV Area 945 Ha at Bhii river, downsoeam Maj bridge, Tehzi
Billawar, Districd, Kathua

2. Plan Mo Xi

Area B.92 Ha al Bhini gver, dpstream Painthal bridge Tehsil
Billawar, Dizstrict Kathua,
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Public Hearing of Minor Mineral (River Bed Material} Praject for two plans, at
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