
Executive summary 

 
“OFFSHORE EXPLORATION FOR OIL/GAS IN PBS 1-1 EXTN PML, RAMNAD 

OFFSHORE BLOCK OF CAUVERY BASIN, TAMILNADU” 
 

 

PBS-1-1 Extn PML is in PML area covering 85.83 Sq. Km lies in Bay of Bengal (Ramnad sub-

basin) which is in the southern part of Cauvery Basin in offshore area. Ramnad sub-basin and 

its continuation into Palk Bay-Gulf of Mannar is bound in the northwest by Pattukottai-

Mannargudi ridge and in the southeast by Mandapam-Delft ridge.  The offshore block lies near 

Ramanathapuram District of Tamilnadu. The North East corner of the block (A2) is approx. 

18.5 Km from Ramanathapuram, and North West corner (A1) is on the coast and at a distance 

of approx. 13.5 Km from Ramanathapuram. The South East corner of the block (A7) is approx. 

3.2 Km from Mandapam, and North West corner (A8) is on the coast and at a distance of 

approx. 1 Km from Mandapam.  

The block is located in Palk bay.   Part of the Block Falls in Buffer zone of Gulf of Mannar 

Biosphere Reserve (GoMBSR), and the Eco sensitive Zone of Gulf of Mannar Marine National 

Park (GoMMNP). Mainland Peninsula exists between the block and GoMMNP. Three 

locations namely LOC 1, 3 & 6 fall in Buffer zone of GoMBSR and none of the locations falls 

in ESZ.The block boundary is lying at a distance of more than 115 Km from Point Calimere 

Wild life and Bird Sanctuary.  

The proposed Block PBS 1-1 Extn PML along with the proposed 6 offshore exploratory 

locations are at a distance of 1.54 to 3.10 Km approximately from the Coast, i.e. they all fall in 

the 12 Nautical Mile zone of Indian Coastal water.   

Drilling of the proposed 6 locations are expected to accrete 15 MMT (Oil +Oil Equivalent Gas) 

in this part of the basin. 

Gas is being produced commercially from Upper Cretaceous reservoirs by ONGC in onshore 

Palk Bay Shallow (PBS) field from the established reserve base of about 1.5 MMT (Oil +Oil 

Equivalent Gas).  

Name of the Block  PBS-1-1 Extn .PML Cauvery Offshore 

Number of wells 06 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

      BLOCK CO-ORDINATES OF -PBS-1-1 EXTN   PML 
  

  Latitude Longitude          

 Vertex Deg Min Sec   Deg Min Sec            

R 9 23 35.37154 N 78 57 0.8929 E          

S 9 23 35.3781 N 78 59 55.572 E          

T 9 22 5.38431 N 78 59 55.575 E          

U 9 22 5.39446 N 79 4 25.543 E          

V 9 20 5.40274 N 79 4 25.547 E          

W 9 20 5.41064 N 79 7 55.522 E          

X 9 18 31.41713 N 79 7 55.526 E          

D2 9 17 35.41873 N 79 6 55.535 E          

 R to D2 
coastline                          

                  

 
 

            

Activity as per EIA Notification Sector 1(b), Category A   

Location of the Well In Offshore coast of Ramanathapuram district,  
Tamil Nadu as indicated above. 

Proposed Activity Exploratory drilling  

Land required  Nil 

Water Consumption 25 m3/well 

Wastewater Treatment Treatment and disposals will be as per GSR 

546 guidelines. 

Solid and hazardous waste management 

and disposal 

Drill cuttings and mud are disposed off into 

the sea after treatment as per guidelines on 

the subject. Packaging waste, used 

containers etc. are the solid waste 

generated. Hazardous waste is spent lube oil 

which is a sent to base where it is disposed 

to authorized recyclers. 

Fuel Consumption 6 KL/Day/well 

Forest Area Not Present In Block Area 

Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ) All the proposed locations are outside ESZ. 

Cost of the Project 600 Crores 

 


