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PUBLIC HEARING

R ey
- FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE

lineral M|r1mp: Projiecis in Block MNo.3 (9.02 hi'] "I.I'U'iﬂf-: production
*80 TPA and Block No. 5 (8.25 ha) having production capacity of

B8, 3 « No.7 (8.25 ha) having production capac ity of 1,55,086 TPA &
Block N ' naving production capac ity of 1,62,880 TPA situated in

Tehsil & |

Organized by :
J&K Pollution Control Committee




r—n,"'-
- .-..i

R . -..-.-r-lu'.l".l-"'.l-"..l-'.llf,i!.i".r".l-".i‘.-i.;*..i-‘:-'..p‘

Report of the Public Hearing for Environmental Clearance of
of Minor Mineral Mining Projects in Block No.3 (9.02 ha)
having production capacity of 1,26,480 TPA and Block No. 5
(8.25 ha) having production capacity of 88,350 TPA, Block
No.7 (8.25 ha) having production capacity of 1,55,086 TPA &
Block No.30 (9.79 ha) having production capacity of 1,62,880
TPA situated in Tehsil & District Reasi.

5. | Block no. I Name of | Area Location Production |
no. | Applicant (Ha) g Capacity |
1. Block3  Sh. Harish Kumar ]9.01 Ha | Anji Khad, Upstream, Sula | 1,26,480 TPA |
‘ Park Bridge (Plan no INl), '
W [ | [Reasl. o= |
2. | Block 5 Sh. Amritveer B.25 Ha Anjl Khad, Downstream, | 88,350 TPA
Sharma Kayala Bridge (Plan no.V),
| Reasl
/3. |Block? | Sh. Sumeet Gupta & 77 14 Anjl Khad, Downstream, 1,55,086 TPA |
. Sula Park Bridge (Plan no
] ,| | Vi), Reasi.
4. |Block30 |Sh, Aditya Mahajan 9.79Ha | Chenab  River  Bed, | 162,880 TPA
Upstream Baradarl
; Bridge, Reasl.

Public Hearing organized by :

J&K Pollution Control Committee
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Minutes of the Public Hearlng conducted on 28/06/2021 for Environmental
Clearance of Minor Mineral Minlng Projects In Block no. 3 (9.02 ha) having
eroduction capacity of 1,26,480 TPA situated in Anll Khad, Upstream Sula park
Bridge {Plan no. Ill), Block no, 5 (8,25 ha) having production capacity of 88,350 TPA
situated in Anjl Khad, Downstream Kayala Bridge (Plan ne, V), Block ne. 7 having
production capacity of 1,55,086 TPA situated in Anji Khad, Downstream Sula Park

TP d in Flv i
m LT rl Es

Pursuant to the rule 7 (i) section (3) of EIA notification, 2006 Issuad by Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Govt. of Indla vide 5.0. 1533 dated 14-09-2008,
the Public hearing for Envirenmental Clearance of minor mineral mining prajects In Block
no. 3 (9.02 ha) having production capacity of 1,26,480 TPA situated in Anjl Khad, Upstream
Sula park Bridge (Plan no. I1l), Block no. § (8.25 ha) having production capacity of 88,350
TPA situated in Anji Khad, Downstream Kayala Bridge (Plan no. V), Block no. 7 having
production capacity of 1,55,086 TPA situated In Anji Khad, Downstream Sula Park Bridge
(Flan no, Vi) and Block no. 30 (9.79 ha) having production eapacity of 1,62,880 TPA
situated in Chenab riverbed, Upstream Baradari Bridge at village Nambal (Plan ne. Il),

Tehsil & District Reasi was organized by J] & K Pollution Control Committes on
28/06/2021.

The panel for conducting the Public hearing included:

1) Sh. Abdul Star, JKAS, Addl. Deputy Commissionar, Reasi

2) Sh. Angrez Singh, Divisional Officer, Pollution Control Committee, Samba South
(Representative of Regional Dire<tor, ) & K Poliution Control Committee, lammu)

3) Sh. Hansra] Singh Galoac!  Divislonal Officer, Pallution Control Committes, Reas|

4) Sh. Rakesh Kumar, District Mineral Officer, Reas

Elected Public representatives including DDC member, BDC Chairperson, Sarpanches,
Panches, Ex-Sarpanches and locals belonging to the panchayats in which the proposed
mining blocks are located, attended the Public hearing, 50 no. of people attended the Publie
Hearing (Attendance sheat of the public is enclosed as Annex. ‘A’ and Attendance sheet of
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the panel Is enclosed as Annex. ‘B’). The entire proceedings of Public hearing were duly
photographed & videographed. The Pen Drive contalning Video as well as photographs Is
enclosed as Annex, ‘C’,

Minutes of the Public hearing :

The Public hearing started with introduction of panelists to the audience,

Divisional Officer, Pollution Control Committee, Reasl welcomed the dignitaries and the
audience present in the Public hearing and also Intreduced the panelists to the audience.

Divisional Officer, Pollution Contral Committes, Samba South was thereafter invited to the
dais to make the audience aware about the purpose of conducting Public hearing. He tald
the audience that prior to 2006, establishment of any big projects was done without any
public consultation. As a result, many a time such projects faced litigations in Hon'ble eourts
by the locals on the premise that they had not been glven a chance of being heard even
when being the locals they are the stakeholders and most impacted by the implementation
of the project. It was with this view that the concept of Public hearing was introduced
through Environment Impact Assessment notifieation, 2006 for big projects such as
Hydropower projects, National Highway, Large scale Chemical industries and Large
construction and mining projects. He said that being the stakeholders, the lacals are more
conversant with the possible environmental and socio-economic impacts and varlous
benefits and losses from execution of big projects In their area. He informed that the mining
projects having area greater than or equal to 50 ha are categorized as ‘A’ category projects
for which the environmental clearance is granted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Govt, of India. Mining projects having area up to 25 ha are categorized as
‘B2’ projects and the mining projects having area between 25 ha = 50 ha are categorized as
‘B1" projects. He Informed that for all ‘B* category projects, Environmental clearance is
granted by J & K Environments! Impact Assessment Authorlty (JKEIAA). He also said that for
mining projects having more than 5 hectares area, Public hearing has been made a
mandatory part of the pro.¢ 5¢ of grant of Environmental clearance. He sald that the purpose
of conducting the Put! “earing Is to bring the public and contractor on one platform. He
informed that a detal's Environmental Impact study on parameters of air and water quality
by the Environment consultancy firm engaged for the purpose by the Project proponent and
the mitigation measures have been proposed In the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Ga,gr,_L " \/ Lmj?u



report; the details of which shall be made known to the audience by the Environment
Consultant,

He sid the Expert panel headed by Addl, Deputy Commissioner shall hear the views and
suggestlons of the speakers among the participating public and note down the same In
verbatim and compile a report on the proceedings of the Public hearing and send the same
along with video recording of the whole event to J & K Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (JKEIAA) for a final decision in the matter. He sald that based on the proceedings of
the Public hearing, JKEIAA will decide whether to allow the said project or not. He alsa
informed that any noteworthy environment related suggestions made in Publie hearing shall
be incorporated in the Environmental Clearance order by JKEIAA as specific conditions,

He then asked the environment Consultant to brief the audience about the details of the
proposed mining project.

Thereafter, Sh. Amit Kumar, Environment Consultant (from M/s Gaurang Environmental
Solutions Pvt. Ltd,, Jaipur) was invited 1o apprise & inform the audience about the salient
features of the proposed minor mineral mining projects. He began his lecture by telling the
audience that the Public hearing for envirenmental clearance of the proposed minor mineral
mining projects is being carried out in terms of EIA gazette notification of 2006 of Minlistry of
Environment, Forests and Climate change and subsequent amendment notifications issued
thereafter. He told the audience that the public hearing was being conducted for
environmental clearance of Block no. 3 (9.02 ha) having production capacity of 1,26,480 TPA
situated in Anji Khad, Upstream Sula park Bridge (Plan no. Iil), Black no. 5 (8.25 ha) having
production capacity of 88,350 TPA situated In Anji Khad, Downstream Kayala Bridge (Plan no.
V), Block no. 7 having production capacity of 1,55,086 TPA situated in Anji Khad,
Dewnstream Sula Park Bridge (Plan no. Vil) and Block no. 30 (9.79 ha) having production
capacity of 1,62,880 TPA situated in Chenab riverbed, Upstream Baradari Bridge at village
Nambal (Plan no. Il), Tehsil & Disirict Reasi. He told that the Letter of intent (Lol) for the
mining block no. 3 has been - ed in favour of Sh. Harish Kumar 5/6 Sh, Madan Mohan R/o
Jammu by Geology & Minir . 4eptt, and the mining plan for the said block with progressive
mine closure plan has Lcen approved by the District committee headed by Deputy
Commissioner, Reasl. He tnen informed that similarly the Letter of intent (Lal) for the mining
Block no. 5, Block no. 7 and Black no. 30 have been Issued In favour of Sh, Amritveer Sharma
S/o Sh. Naresh Sharma R/o Jammu, 5h. Sumeet Gupta 5/o Sh. Ashok Kumar Gupta R/o
Jammu and Sh. Aditlya Mahajan 5/o Sh. 5.K. Gupta R/o Jammu respectively by Geology &
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Mining deptt,

and the mining plan for the sald blocks with progressive mine closure plang
have alse besn

Approved by the District cammittes headsd by Deputy Commissioner, Reasl,

He further informed that the detailed study of the environmental setting of the study area of
each of the mining blacks was done In three months of December 2020 and lanuary and
February 2021, The distances of nearest town, Highway, Rallway station, Airport, Reserved/
Protected Forest within 10 Km distance, Water bodies, Selsmic Zone, nearest Health
Institution, Educational institution from each of the two mining blocks were also mentioned,
He briefed the audience about the climatology of the study aress as well as the land use
pattern of the project sites, He told the audience that the mining projects were opencast
mining projects and there shall be ne drilling & blasting operation involvement In mining
operations, He then gave the details of the mineable resarves, Intended mining depth and

water table of each of the mining blocks. He told the audience that only JCBs and light
welght Excavator shall be use n each of the mining blocks,

He Informed the audience that 2500 saplings of native plant specles per hectare shall be
planted outside the lease area on land identified by DFO Social Farestry concerned In
consultation with concerned Panchayat. He alss informed the audience about the manpower
requirement during operation of each of the mining blocks, For minef mineral block no. 3,
the manpower requirement was mantioned to be 24 persons; for block no. 5, the same was
mentioned to be 46; for Block ne, 7, the manpower requirement was mentioned to be 43
P&fsons and for Block na, 30, the manpower requirement was mentioned to be 53 pEFions.
It was assured by him on behalf of all the project proponents that préference In the
employment shall be given to the locals based on thair eligibility for the job, Daily water
requirement during operation of each of the mining blocks was also mentioned. He then
Informed the audience about the ameunt of funds to be earmarked under CSR for aach of
the mining blocks. An amount of Rs 2.5 Lacs was mentioned te be reserved under CSR for
Block ne, 3 and Rs 3,0 Lacs for the block ne. 5. Similarly, an amount of Rs 3,25 Lacs and fis 9.0
Lacs respectively were mentioned to have been reserved under CSR for Bloek no. 7 and Block
ne, 30. The capital cost and recurfing cost components of Corparate Envirenmental
Responsibility (CER) for each of the minor mineral blocks were Informed by the Environmant
Consultant as Rs 2.0 Lacs and Rs 4.5 Lacs respectively for Block no. 3, Rs 2.0 Laes and Rs 5.5
Lacs respectively for Block no. %, fis 2.0 Lacs and Rs 5.5 Lacs respectivaly for Black no. 7 and
Rs 2.0 Lacs and Rs 9.5 Lacs 1+ pectively for Block no. 30, He also made the audience aware
about the Occupational He 11 & Safety measures to be adopted by the project propenents,
Rasults of the Environmental Baseline study carried out In winter season (December 2020 -
February 2021) for the parameters of Amblent air quality monitering, Noise level manitoring,
Water quality, Soil sampling were also mentioned by the Environment Consultant In his
address; which were revealed to be within permissible limits, in the last, he informed the
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audlence about the air and nolse pollution contral measures to be adapted by the Project
proponents during operation of the mining blocks. He told the audience that detalled
Inspaction shall be carried out after an interval of every six manths to check the status of
compliance of the Environment Management Plan, fulfiliment of CSR obligations as well as
the speclfic conditlens stipulated h'f IKEIAA,

After the brief glven h'p' the Environmental Consultant for the Praject proponent, the floar was
thrown open for wider public participation and several prominent citizens, elsctad
representatives expressed their opinion, The following speakers axpressed thair views:

1) Sh. Mohan Lal Ball (Panch, Aghar Balllan)

He welcomed the opening of minor mineral blocks in the area and said that It was the
persistent demand of locals for the last 2- 212 years that mining of miner minerals be
allowed. He sald that the construction werks remained suspended for the last two
years due to ban on mining and everybody, be it Tractor trolley owners, Contractors
or general public were facing difficulties to procure Sand & Bajri. He demanded that
each of the mining blocks be properly demarcated and for the sald purpose, the
Public representatives of the respective panchayats should be taken into confidence.

)~ Sh. Jagdish Singh (Contractor and R/o Salal)
He also welcomed the opening of minor mineral biocks in the area after a gap of 2-
2’.’1 years, He demanded that all the minor mineral blocks should be opened in one
go instead of intermittently o as to do away with severe shortage of minar minerals
for undertaking developmental activities and construction of houses under PMAY as
well as individual requirements,

lif)  Sh. Mohd. Latief (Sarpanch, Suketar Ghalala)
He also welcomed the cpening of minor mineral blocks. He raised the Issue of muck
dumpling on Anji nal's' bed by Rallway authorities after construction of roads and
tunnels, He sald the: rmuck dumping on Anjl nallah bed has ralsed the level of nallah

bed and the same | oses danger to the adjoining proprietary agricultural lands during
flooding in man cons. He demanded manual excavation instead of excavation
through machirery as the same will not only provide employment to locals but also
prevent erosion of lands along banks of nallah. He also demanded that extraction of

age 3 of 10

G Ao \, /



- e W W - = =

Iv)

minor minerals should be done under supervision of concerned panchayats and 10%
of share from the revenue earned from minor mineral blocks should be given to
panchayats so that the damages caused to roads and Kulhs in the panchayat could be
repaired I time,, For execution of works under MGNREGA and construction of
houses under PMAY, ha demanded supply of minor minerals at concessional rates.

amt, Renu Sharma (Panch, Ward no. 1, Suketar)

She demanded that since the nallah khads and river beds are public resources, its
utilization should also be done as per wishes of public so that the adjeining
proprietary lands are not damaged. She sald that the mining activity should be

restricted to the allotted mining blocks only and the alletted blocks should be
properly demarcated. She also said that the mining should be dene in a uniferm and
sustainable manner because these natural resources need time for replenishment,
she demanded that the natural flow pattern of the nallahs and river should not be
disturbed. She said that after demarcation, the allotted area be shown to the
concerned Panches and Sarpanches and the mining in the demarcated are should be
done under the supervision of panchayats. She also demanded the share of
panchayts out of the praceeds of mining activity for development of panchayats. She
said that rates of minor minerals should be genuine and the locals should get due

share in employment in the mining projects. Lastly, she demanded that the

prescribed mining guidelines should be strictly followed for mining of minor
minerals.

$h. Vineet Panjgotra (Naib- Sarpanch, Aghar Balllan)

He said that before identification of miner mineral mining blocks, locals should have
been consulted so as to ally the apprehensions of locals regarding possible damage to
adjoining agricultural lands. He demanded that mining should be done manually only
instead of through JCBs and other heavy machinery so as to prevent the damage to
nearby proprietary lands. He also demanded employment of locals in the proposed
mining projects. He sald that if the successful bidder had obtained the mining bloek at
a very high rate, it does not meant that the higher rates of minor minerals have to be
charged from the general public. He demanded rationalization of rates of minor
minérals at par with rates notified in other districts. He sald that the commitment of
planting 2500 trees per hectare should be honoured in letter and spirit by the project
proponent, He said that there are two Dug wells in Nambal and it should be ensured
that the water level does not recede due to mining in Nambal nallah bed, He
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demanded that the condition of allowing mining for 8 hrs. in daytime should be

strictly followed. He alse demanded supply of minor minerals free of cast to the local
panchayats.

{)  Sh. Ravi Kumar (Sarpanch, Seela)

He welcomed the opening of minor mineral blocks In the district, He sald that the
rates of minor minerals were very high in Reasi district and the same need to be

urgently reviewed and brought at par with the nelghbouring districts. He also favoured
manual mining instead of through Excavators so that the liveliheod of 150-200 |ocals
previously working as labourers could be saved, He sald that for undertaking
MGNREGA waorks, construction of houses under PMAY, the royalty should be charged
at previous rates only. He also said that the rates of minor minerals In the district
should have been fixed prior to tendering process. He demanded regular water
sprinkling of roads by the construction companies for suppressian of dust emission
caused by plying of dumpers and other heavy vehicles.

wil)  Sh. Raj Kumar Sharma (Sarpanch, Gran Barotrlan ‘A"

He welcomed the conduct of Public hearng or openind of mner Tt:::;l::.lu:nk’u::
the district, He said that rates of minor mineral o w“tnl: !“:aw.s expressed by the
past two years due to ban mining. He told ﬂ':ftlh: ::r:;::r I::hl ik g
i ”"I:‘": :Tpluv;“::tt pr::huilv after replenishment of miner
vidl sy e DR 0 ;ﬂﬂﬂ 1 assussment was carried out 1o know the @xtent
i gits ot yuction was accerdingly canductad for mm?tll“
of fresh minor rnh"iﬂ:: d.fI: ane yoar anly instead of thit existing practice :::rlll?i#nlll-
by the successul e E:nn for a period of 5 years, which should not hl‘::t. gl
the contractfor extact 4 sclentific mining 0 that the adjoining ni: b
e w;tc'rr:l:lfn::ndud hat mining be dene manually Bty 1
not endangered.

d that the
higher and demande

istrict were much ricts.
rates of minr minerals \n “TI\:uﬂ and brought at par with rates n other it

b revie

| ate propriatary

b rates of minor mineral \ands of minor mineral black: “"::1 ru:’trll;:au o e
b 1 @5 wire fl !

) e said that 50% of ¢ nca the higher rat hin 300-500
gods and he be fia mining Wit

) linds A e {:iﬂnn |y Ghalala and there lhﬁu::d that plantation araund.the

i o demiin
3 thera Is 8 pumping ource, He alb
3 m radius of the 210 w“'.:n:ul!ltlan ith concerned panchayits
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Sh. Mukesh Kumar (Panch, Ward no, 4, Seela)

He sald that the irrigated lands along the banks of Anji nallah will become barren,
water sources will dry up and safety of residential structures will be endangered If

use of machinery Is made instead of manual mining. He demanded that mining In Anji
nallah bed be done only manually,

Sh. Pritam Singh (Ex- Sarpanch, Ssela)

He demanded that copy of Environment impact Assessment report be distributed to

8ll the Public representatives of concerned panchayats, He also demanded that the
rates of minor minerals in Reasi district ba brought at par with other districts.

$h. Subash Chander (Ex- Panch, Seela)

He welcomed the dignitaries

present in the Public hearing and sald that he seconds
what the other speakers sald

of the Issues related to mining.

Smit. Parveen Begum (BDC Chalrperson, Reasi)

BOC Chalrperson, Reasi said that the Public hearin

to tendering of mining blocks and had the same been done sarlier, there wouid have
been no complaints fram Panches and Sarpanches, She sald that she appreciated the
Initiative of govarnment of opening of minor mineral blocks but thess allotted mining
blocks should be shown te the concerned PRI members, She demanded that mining
should be done manually enly and nao machinery should be used for extraction of

minor minerals so that leeals could gain employment in the mining projects and safety
of men and animals maoving in and around the khads could aise be ensured,

B should have been conducted prior

sh. Babu Jagjivan L+! (DDC Mamber, Reasi)

DDC member, Reasi welcomed the commencement of mining through epening of
minor mineral blocks, He said that due to ban on mining for the last 2 - 2V years,
locals faced severe scarcity of minor minerals, He sald that illegal mining has resulted
In over-exploitation of our natural resources and eroded our lands, He demanded
that the allotted mining blocks should be demarcated and the area outside these

mining blecks should be allotted to eoncerned panchayats for meeting their needs,

e'af""" ' \7/ m}



He said that the contractors shoadd be penalired if b pEsnria 16 rlnlng eitalde the
aliotted mining block Me demanded that there should he anly manial mining snd No
e of NP showld be sllowed o it will render The fnd gl lahaie (nEmp
result in deep mining and over sxtraction of minot mines il
The DOC member demanded that for construction of hauses gnder FMAY a8 well as
individual need: of locals in the concermed panchayaty, the minor minarals should be
provided free of cost. He also demanded earmarking ol & weparate fund to be
nr other public assets

financed by the concerned contractor for urgent repalr of roeds
in the panchayts, if damage to the same iz caused directly or indirectly through

mining activity He suggested that monitoring of mining undertaken in the Khads and
Aver bed be carried oul under supervision of the Public representatives of the
concerned panchayats. He demanded that the rates of minor minerals should be
genuine and the same should be at par with rates In other districts. He said that he
favoured opening o' minor mineral blocks as many developmental works had been
halted due to ban nn mining. He said that the mining should be pro-people and the

terged as well as

rates ficed for minor minerals should be genuine.

This concluded the participation from the audience.

Sh. Abdul Star, Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Reasi
In his address to the audience, Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Reasi told the

audience

that the mining block for which the Public hearing is being conducted had been

allotted to the successful bidder through e-auction. He said that all the issues

raised by

the speakers during Public hearing have been noted down and the whole event has
been video-recorded. He told the audience that the views expressed by all the
speakers shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting to be sent to the concerned

quarters for a decision in the matter.

In the last, he thanked the elected Public representatives and all the participants for

their presence in the Public hearing.
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