National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC), Lothal , Gujarat

To showcase India’s rich and diverse maritime heritage, a world-class National
Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) is proposed to be developed at Lothal, Gujarat by
Ministry of Shipping (MoS), Government of India (Gol) through IPRCL. NMHC shall
consolidate all diverse and rich artefacts from ancient to modern times and provide
access to publicand make them aware, learn and get inspired from maritime heritage.
An edutainment approach using latest technology shall be adopted for development
of NMHC complex. The proposed NMHC shall house National Maritime Museum;
Maritime Heritage based Theme Park, Maritime Research Institute, Nature
Conservation Park, Resorts and Hotels, etc. NMHC shall remain under the ownership
of MoS and IPRCL shall be the custodian of the assets created.

The National Maritime Complex would employ engaging and immersive
communication, revealing spaces, and interactive technology. It will house a
meaningful combination of the traditional and contemporary formats of storytelling.
The narrative style of experiential space design would attract, engage and enroll
audiences of all ages and backgrounds. Layered content will provide scope for both
short and long visits.

NMHC will create a touch-point for the ministry to showcase India’s maritime history,
it’s antiquity, achievements and evolution from the ancient era to the present day,
Reliving/ recreating maritime experiences of our nautical past, Understanding the
impact of seafaring on India’s history, Emphasizing on the Indian diaspora —slave trade
and seafaring trade communities who emerged through maritime contacts, Inspiring
the imagination of today’s youth about the possibilities of maritime trade and
development and to generate awareness among people about the past, present and
the prospective future of India’s maritime glory.

Content & Subjects of NMHC will cover:
a) The myth of sea and ocean
b) People, land and the sea
c) Seaand maritime during the Harappan times
d) Maritime tradition: Vedic to pre-Mauryan period

e) Maritime contact and trade during ancient India and the emergence of mercantile
society

f)  Ancient ports of the West, South and East coast
g) Maritime history of the Indian ocean
h) The traditional navigation techniques

i) Landing of Vasco-da-Gama/ arrival of the Europeans



j)  The impact of maritime of Indian society

k) The shipbuilders of India

[) Indian maritime- post independence

m) Maritime archaeology/ oceanic research

n) India & the World maritime traditions (contemporary)

The NMHC project shall be funded by Ministry of Shipping and Ministry of Culture
through National Culture Fund by way of grant. In future, other Central Line Ministries,
Coastal States & UTs, other government institutions, private organizations and public
shall be approached for contributions either from their CSR funds or otherwise to the
bank account of IPRCL-NMHC vertical.

Ministry of Shipping, Government of Gujarat and Indian Port Rail & Ropeway
Corporation Limited shall be collectively develop NMHC. MoS will arrange funding,
GoG will provide land, develop necessary external infrastructure and shall
expeditiously provide all clearances/approvals from the various
departments/agencies under GoG for timely execution. IPRCLshall be responsible for
the implementation of NMHC within the proposed timelines and for its operation and
maintenance.

Location

It is proposed to develop a museum along with a heritage complex at a site near
Saragwala village, Lothal which would showcase and preserve India’s rich and diverse
Maritime Heritage. The proposed project shall display objects relating to ships and
travel on large bodies of water, ancient shipbuilding and navigational technologies,
along with other components such as those related to historical connections, social
and cultural links and maritime research frontiers.

Lothal falls in the Dholka Taluka of Ahmedabad district. It is in proximity to the
National Highway No. 47 and State Highway No. 8, thus has a good road connectivity
to important urban centres such as Ahmedabad, Bhavnagar and Rajkot. It also falls
about six kilometres South-East of the Lothal-Bhurkhi railway station on the
Ahmedabad-Bhavnagar railway line. The archaeological site is surrounded by three
villages — Saragwala, Uteliya and Gundi. The main occupation of these villages is
agriculture.

Lothal is one of the prominent cities of the ancient Indus valley civilization dating to
2400 BC, located in Gujarat, an important western state of India. Archaeological
excavations have discovered the oldest man-made dockyard, over 5000 years old, in
Lothal. Setting up a maritime heritage complex at such an important location will befit



the historical importance of Lothal and help it develop into a place of extraordinary
and unparalleled maritime heritage.

Access to Project site:

The site is accessible from NH 47 (Ahmedabad-Rajkot Highway) which is linked to the
site via SH 1 towards Dhingada village and further from Dhingada-Gundi-Saragwala
village road. There are signages with good legibility along NH 47, SH 1 and village roads
giving directions and distance to the project site. Saragwala — Gundi road which is an
all season paved road, connects to SH 8 as well as SH 1 from Arnej and Dhingda
respectively. Both these state highways connect to NH 47 further north at Bagodara.
Arammed earth road exists between Saragwala village and Utelia village which passes
through the project site. These village roads further connect the project site to state
highways up north.
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