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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 10th April, 2015

S.0. 996(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of
section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government hereby makes the foliowing further amendments to the notification of
the Government of India, in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment and Forests number S.0. 1533(E), dated the 14th
September, 2006 after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under clause(a) of sub-rule (3) of said rule 5, in
public interest, namely.—

In the said notification, in paragraph 7 in sub-paragraph (i), in sub-heading II. for clauses (i) and (ii), the
following shall be substituted, namely:— :

(i) “Scoping” refers to the process to determine detailed and comprehensive Terms of Reference (TOR) addressing all
relevant environmental concerns for the preparation of an Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Report in respect of
the project or activity for which prior environmental clearance is sought. Standard TOR developed by the Ministry in
consultation with the sector specific Expert Appraisal Committees shall be the deemed approved TOR for the projects or
activities. The standard Terms of Reference are displayed on the website of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change:
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Provided that the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) or State Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC) may
finalise amendment, if found necessary for a project within thirty days of the acceptance of application in specified
application Form I or Form IA. These standard TOR shall enable the Project Proponent to commence preparation of an
Environment Impact Assessment Report after successful online submission and registration of the application:

Provided further that, the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) or State Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC)
may stipulate additional Terms of Reference, if found necessary, within thirty days of the acceptance of the application
in the specified application Form I or Form IA and the Project Proponent shall carry out the EIA study based on the
standard TORs as well as the additional TOR, if any, stipulated by EAC/SEAC:

Provided also that the following shall not require Scoping—

_ (i) all projects and activities listed under Category ‘B’, against Item 8(a) of the Schedule;
(ii) all Highway projects in border States covered under entry (i) of column (3) and entry (i) of column (4) against
item 7(f) of the Schedule;
(iii) all Highway expansion projects covered under entry (ii) of column (3) and entry (ii) of column (4) against item

7(f) of the Schedule;

Provided also that -

(A) the project and activities referred to in clause (i) shall be appraised on the basis of Form I or Form IA and the
conceptual plan; g

(B) the projecis referred to in ciause (ii) shaii prepare EIA and EMP report on the basis of standard TOR specified
Taes tla n AAamsnbomr Af Tasriunmmannt Davant and Mliminéa Chananas
Oy uic viifiiSuy O1 ChvIroniment, £Orcst and Liimaie Lnange,

(ii) in Paragraph 7 in sub-paragraph (i), in sub-heading, clause (iii) shall be renumbered as clause (ii) thereof.

[F. No. 22-62/2015-IA.111]
MANOJ KUMAR SINGH, Jt. Secy.

Note.- The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section(ii) vide
notification number S.0. 1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006 and amended vide S.O. 1737(E) dated the
11th October, 2007, S.0. 3067(E) dated the 1st December, 2009, S.O. 695(E) dated the 4th April, 2011, S.0. 2896(E)
dated the 13th December, 2012 , S.0. 674(E) dated the 13th March, 2013, S.0. 2559(E) dated the 22nd August, 2013,
S.0. 2731(E) dated the 9th September, 2013, S.O. 562(E) dated the 26th February, 2014, S.0.637(E) dated the
28th February, 2014, S.0. 1599(E) dated the 25th June, 2014, S.O. 2601 (E) dated 7th October, 2014, S.0. 3252(E)
dated 22nd December, 2014, S.O. 382 (E) dated 3rd February, 2015, and S.O. 811(E) dated 23rd March, 2015.
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