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CONSERVATION PLAN FOR PEACOCK (Pavo cristatus) 

A Indian peafowl or Peacock or Mor (Pavo cristatus) is a large pheasant justifiably declared as 

the National Bird of India in 1963 due to its flagship value founded on its glorious position in 

mythology and its widespread distribution and grandeur. In India, it is given the utmost 

protection by inclusion in Schedule I of Indian Wildlife Act, 1972. Being a wide spread species, 

apart from the various urban habitats, it is also found in agriculture fields, along streams with 

good vegetation and close to human habitations in a semi-feral condition (Johnsgard 1986). In 

the present study area this species have been confirmed from various habitats located near the 

village periphery. 

Appearance 

Male peacock has a spectacular glossy green long tail feathers that may be more than 60 

percent of the bird’s total body length. These feathers have blue, golden green and copper 

colored ocelli (eyes). The long tail feathers are used for mating rituals like courtship displays. 

The feathers are arched into a magnificent fan shaped form across the back of the bird and 

almost touching the found on both sides. Females do not have these graceful tail feathers. They 

have the fan like crest with whitish face and throat, chestnut brown crown and hind neck, 

metallic green upper breast and mantle, white belly and brown back rump and tail. Their 

primaries are dark brown. 

Study Approach 

Since the buffer zone of the proposed mining site reported with Schedule I species 

Pavocristatus commonly known as peacock, a systematic study was conducted to assess their 

status in term of movements and habitat use of the species. At first, a detailed biological survey 

of the core zone and buffer zone (10 km radius from periphery of the Industry) was carried out 

to understand the status distribution of the species in the study area. Also, questionnaire survey 

was carried out to understand the recent status of peacock sightings and their movements. 

Villagers from Paretha (nearest village), Bhadurra, Bodi, Ama, Mehad, Churwari and Emaliya 

villages were interviewed randomly. The conclusion of the survey discussed the potential 

sightings & habitat use, and movement and food habits of peacock in the study area.  

Sightings and Habitat Use 

From the core zone no any peacock was sighted.  However, direct sightings of the peacock 

were located near the human dominated and associated surround habitats like agricultural fields 



and near village water bodies. This species is well adapted to natural village environment 

setting. According to the villagers (interview), during day time they temporarily move towards the 

surrounding areas like agriculture hedges, orchards and nearest water bodies for feeding while 

during night time roosts on the trees present in vicinity of the human settlements and also road 

side trees. Some villages emphasized that, sometime peacocks roosts on the roof of the 

houses.  

Food and Feeding Habits 

Peafowls are omnivores, eating plant parts, flower petals, seed heads, insects and other 

arthropods, reptiles and amphibians. In the study area, dense tree canopy cover supports good 

insect diversity which is very common food for peafowls. 

Threats in the Study Area 

In the study area, no any threat has been observed for peacock or its habitats. However, habitat 

improvement programme is recommended for improvement of population status of this national 

bird “Peacock”. 

Habitat Improvement Action Plan 

Habitat improvement programme will include plantation of various plant species like, Bassia 

latifolia (Mahua), Mangifera indica (Aam), Lagerstroemia parviflora (Seja), Tamarindus indica 

(Emli), Tectona grandis(Sagaon), Terminalia arjuna(Arjun), Anogeissus laifolia(Dhaora),  

Anogeissus pendula (Kardhai), Butea monosperma (Palas), Aegle marmelos (Bel), Moringa 

oleifera (Sehjan) and other species reported from the study area should be taken in to priority. 

In order to improve vegetation cover, it is suggested to carry out extensive afforestation program 

different phases. These species will help to provide habitat for faunal species, and also increase 

the species diversity and maintain the naturalness of the surrounding area. 

Seed distribution among the villagers: during this habitat improvement programme the seeds 

of Moringaoleifera (Sehjan) will be distributed in the various villages of the study area. Compost 

packets will be also provided at the intervels of the every six months by the proponent (in 

consultation of forest department). 

Water feeling in the existing water bodies during summer:Water will be filled in the existing 

(selected by forest department) water bodies by water tankers (six numbers in each water 

body). 

 

INFERENCE - BUFFER ZONE AS A PEACOCK HABITAT 

Present survey of the peafowl in the buffer zone of the project site shows that, peafowl is well 

adapted to the existing rural setting of the study area. However, the following points can give an 

insight on the overall status of peafowl in the study area and thereby plan for better 

management strategies related to proposed project activities.  

� Local residents of the study area were well aware of the movement pattern of peafowl in 

their surrounding habitats.  

� Peafowl uses agriculture and various rural habitats as a feeding ground during day time 

while during night time they take shelter on the trees as well as on the roof of the 

houses. It clearly indicates peafowl normally uses ecosystems or habitats adjacent to 

village. 

From the above said facts, it can be inferred that, some villages of the buffer zone provide 

roosting and feeding ground for the peafowl, while core zone do not have potential habitat for 

roosting or feeding ground for peacock. Therefore, it has been visualized that, the proposed 

project will not have any significant impact on peacock in terms of their normal movements and 

other activities. However, it is necessity to take some management options like habitat 

improvement in the villages located in the immediate vicinity of the project site. So, habitat 

improvement programme (plantation of recommended and local plant species) will be 

undertaken in (in consultation of forest department) different villages located in the close vicinity 

of the project area. Under this programme saplings will be distributed in the nearby villages with 

the consultation of the local forest department.  

In consultation of the forest department, following Conservation Measures will be adapted for 

peacock conservation: 

1. Habitat improvement programme in the different villages will be undertaken in the buffer 

zone area for shelter and roosting of peacocks. This will be achieved by plantation of 

local varieties of the tree species near villages in buffer area. Plantation will also be 

carried in some forest patches identified by local forest department. 

2. School level awareness programmes will be conducted for conservation of peacocks by 

organizing competitions during “Wildlife Week” and “Van Mahotsav” celebrations. 

 Further Suggestions/recommendations: 

� Restricting use of pollutants in their habitat. 

� Stopping the increased vehicle pollution, wildlife road fatalities and damage to precious 

habitat by peoples to start movement towards these areas.  



� To carry annual census research projects to ecology and habitat use by peacock. 

� By making provision of veterinary care and cages for injured or sick deformed birds. 

The proponent has proposed a sum of Rs. 2,30,000/- for the “Peacock” conservation plan under 

the following heads up to three years in consultation of local forest department.  

Expenditure Budget for Five Years For Peacock Conservation 
 

S. 

No 

Work or 

Activity 
1

st
 year 2

nd
 year 3

rd
 year 4

th
 year 5

th
 year Budget (INR) 

1 Plantation- approximately 400 tree/year plants of local plant species for five years 

Amount Rs. 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 
80,000/- 

 Villages 
Paretha, 

Bhadra 

Bodi, Ama Mahed, 

Churwari 

Imilia, Khiria 

khurd 

Ghurai, 

Rajaun 

2 Small water hole – 10 in number in 10 villages situated in close vicinity of the project site 

Amount Rs. 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 
1,00,000/- 

 Villages 
Paretha, 

Bhadra 

Bodi, Ama Mahed, 

Churwari 

Imilia, Khiria 

khurd 

Ghurai, 

Rajaun 

3 Awareness programme for “Peacock” conservation will be scheduled in a year in five schools 

every year.  

Amount Rs. 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 
20,000/- 

Schools of Churwari Rajun Bhadura Imilia  Ama 

4 Water Supply and seed distribution 

Amount Rs. 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 

30,000/- 
Villages 

Paretha, 

Bhadra 

Bodi, Ama Mahed, 

Churwari 

Imilia, Khiria 

khurd 

Ghurai, 

Rajaun 

Total Budget Rs. 2,30,000/- 

(Two Lakhs and Thirty Thousand Rupees) 

 
All above activities will be carried out with the consultation of local forest department. 

1. Plantation- approximately 400 tree/year plants of local plant species for five years.  

Plants species / verities will be suggested by the local forest department and plant saplings will 

be distributed in project villages as per the above mentioned schedule (year wise) 

2. Small water hole – 10 in number in 10 villages situated in close vicinity of the project 

site. 

Water hole will be constructed at the area where “Peacocks” generally (nearby habitat). 

Location of water holes will be suggested by the local forest department in consultation with the 

Grampanchayt (Sarpanch).  

3. Awareness programme for “Peacock” conservation will be scheduled in a year in five 

schools every year.  

During awareness programme following activities will be arranged at the various village 

level schools as mentioned above (year wise),  

• “Essay writing on Peacock” 

• “Drawing competition (Peacock picture)  

4. Water Supply and seed distribution 

Water will be supplied during summer seasons to the various villages as mentioned above (year 

wise). Water will be filled through tankers in the village ponds or water holes. Seeds of local 

plant varities such as Bassia  latifolia (Mahua), Mangifera  indica (Aam), Lagerstroemia 

parviflora (Seja), Tamarindus  indica (Emli), Tectona  grandis (Sagaon), Terminalia  arjuna 

(Arjun), Anogeissus  laifolia(Dhaora),  Anogeissus  pendula (Kardhai), Butea  monosperma 

(Palas), Aegle  marmelos (Bel), Moringa  oleifera (Sehjan) will be distributed above mentioned 

villages (as per year wise schedule). 




