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1 Public Consultation 

“Public Consultation” refers to the process by which the concerns of local affected persons and 

others who have plausible stake in the environmental impacts of the project or activity are 

ascertained with a view to taking into account all the material concerns in the project or activity 

design as appropriate. All Category ‘A’ projects are required to undertake Public Consultation as 

per the EIA notification dated September 14, 2006. 

The present project is a designated project under Schedule and falls under category A (Activity 

1(b)-Any oil and gas exploration, development & production)). 

The Public Consultation normally has two components comprising of: 

 a public hearing at the site or in its close proximity- district wise, to be carried out in the 

manner prescribed in Appendix IV of EIA Notification, 2006, for ascertaining concerns of 

local affected persons; (Reproduced in  Appendix VI of EIA Report) 

 Obtain responses in writing from other concerned persons having a plausible stake in the 

environmental aspects of the project or activity.  

The public hearing at, or in close proximity to, the site(s) in all cases is conducted by the State 

Pollution Control Board (SPCB) or the Union territory Pollution Control Committee (UTPCC) 

concerned in the specified manner and forward the proceedings to the regulatory authority 

concerned within 45(forty five ) of a request to the effect from the applicant.  

In case the State Pollution Control Board or the Union territory Pollution Control Committee 

concerned does not undertake and complete the public hearing within the specified period, and/or 

does not convey the proceedings of the public hearing within the prescribed period directly to the 

regulatory authority concerned as above, the regulatory authority will engage another public 

agency or authority which is not subordinate to the regulatory authority, to complete the process 

within a further period of forty five days. 

If the public agency or authority nominated under the notification reports to the regulatory 

authority concerned that owing to the local situation, it is not possible to conduct the public hearing 

in a manner which will enable the views of the concerned local persons to be freely expressed, it 

will report the facts in detail to the concerned regulatory authority, which may, after due 

consideration of the report and other reliable information that it may have, decide that the public 

consultation in the case need not include the public hearing.   

For obtaining responses in writing from other concerned persons having a plausible stake in the 

environmental aspects of the project or activity, the concerned regulatory authority and the State 

Pollution Control Board (SPCB) or the Union Territory Pollution Control Committee (UTPCC) 

shall invite responses from such concerned persons by placing on their website the Summary EIA 

report prepared in the specified format, as given in Appendix IIIA of EIA Notification, 2006 

(Reproduced in  Appendix VI of EIA Report), by the applicant along with  a copy of the application 

in the prescribed form , within seven days of the receipt of a written request for arranging the 

public hearing . Confidential information including non-disclosable or legally privileged 



information involving Intellectual Property Right, source specified in the application shall not be 

placed on the web site. The regulatory authority concerned may also use other appropriate media 

for ensuring wide publicity about the project or activity. The regulatory authority shall, however, 

make available on a written request from any concerned person the Draft EIA report for inspection 

at a notified place during normal office hours till the date of the public hearing. All the responses 

received as part of this public consultation process shall be forwarded to the applicant through the 

quickest available means. 

After completion of the public consultation, the applicant will address all the material 

environmental concerns expressed during this process, and make appropriate changes in the draft 

EIA and EMP. The final EIA report, so prepared, shall be submitted by the applicant   to the 

concerned regulatory authority for appraisal. The applicant may alternatively submit a 

supplementary report to draft EIA and EMP addressing all the concerns expressed during the 

public consultation.   

Public hearing was conducted by Tamil Nadu State Pollution Control Board at Auditorium, 

District Collectorate, Ramanathapuram District 14th May, 2015. The queries rose by the public 

and responses given by management of ONGC are given in the minutes of meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

  



Minutes of the Public Hearing Conducted on 14.05.2015 at 10.30 AM at the Auditorium, District 

Collectorate, Ramanathapuram District, for the project of proposed 22 numbers of exploratory 

wells(Natural gas) by M/s. ONGC Limited in 21 Villages of  Ramanathapuram Taluk and 

Keelakarai Taluk of Ramanathapuram  District 

 

The District Collector, Ramathapuram District, has welcomed the gathering and requested M/s 

ONGC Ltd., to give a presentation on the project.  

The General Manager, ONGC Ltd., has given presentation about the project on Planning, 

Execution, Environmental Impacts and Environment Management plan to the Public.  

Then, the District Collector, Ramanathapuram District has requested the public to come and record 

their views one by one. Accordingly the public have expressed their views as stated below. 

 

S. No Issues Raised in Public Hearing Response of Project Proponent 

1. Thiru. Karthick, Pamban Village President 

Thiru.Karthick told that the Gulf of Mannar has 21 

Islands and it is the place for Bio-diversity. Due to 

this project there will be a threat for Gulf of 

Mannar and its Bio-diversity. Also fisher men 

region of Ervadi and Keelakarai may get affected 

due to the proposed wells at Reghunathapuram 

and Periyapattinam. He expressed his protest 

against this proposed project in view of the above 

said Environmental impacts. 

 

 

Proposed wells are falling in buffer 

zone of 10 Km from the coast line, 

considering the Marine bio-reserve of 

Gulf of Mannar. Wild life management 

report has been submitted to wild life 

warden and exploration shall be taken 

up after getting EC, which shall be 

given only after considering the wild 

life clearance. 

Exploratory drilling proposed is for 

onshore, and is of temporary nature, 

hence it will not affect the fishing 

industry. 

2. Thiru.Kalidass,Secretary,Rotary,  

Ramanathapuram 

Thiru .Kalidass told that this proposed project may 

give threat to the normal life of the public. Even 

though, there are natural gas wells located in 

Ramanathapuram District already, it is of no use 

to the public of Ramanathapuram. He also told that 

if the proposed 22 wells are drilled, agriculture 

Proposed drilling shall not affect day to 

day life of the people as the locations 

are normally chosen in places away 

from residences and human activity.  

 

Gas from wells is used for power 

generation. If gas is found and 

commercially viable, this gas shall be 



lands will become dry lands. Hence, he requested 

to record his protest against to the project. 

used for setting up of power plants or 

other industries 

After drilling wells if oil or gas is 

found only those area will be acquired 

on lease and development shall be 

taken up after obtaining permission 

from MoEF again. Those wells which 

are dry shall be restored to near 

original condition and shall be returned 

to owners to continue with agriculture. 

Hence agricultural lands will not 

become dry lands. 

 

3. Thiru.Kanianbu,FishermenRepresentative, 

Rameshwaram.   

Thiru.Kanianbu told that M/s ONGC Ltd, has not 

done any goodwill to the public of 

Ramanathapuram District. If this proposed project 

be executed, impacts on the Environment and 

Public will get increased. He requested to cancel 

the project in view of Environmental Protection 

For the Ramanathapuram District, 

ONGC in the last four years has spent 

for CSR Activities as under : 

 

      Year           In Rupees 

2014-2015 80,75,742 
2013-2014 34,70,810 

2012-2013 66,55,149 
2011-2012 49,25,100 

 

EIA study and the mitigation measures 

has already been studied and report 

submitted to TNPCB and shall be 

submitted to MoEF also. After 

examining the proposal and EIA report 

MoEF may issue Environment 

Clearance. Exploration shall take place 

only after obtaining EC.  

 

 

4. Thiru. Muhilan, TamilNadu Environment 

Protection Group.   

Thiru.Muhilan told that the public hearing is being 

conducted without much participation of public 

 

 

Press notice for Public hearing on 

14.05.15 for the proposed exploration 



from the villages, where the wells are proposed. 

He informed that the executive summary of the 

project did not mention the names of the villages 

where the wells are proposed. He requested the 

District Collector to re-organize the public hearing 

at each and every village separately. He also 

expressed that Gulf of Mannar and Bird 

Sanctuaries are located within 10 KiloMeters from 

the project area which are not taken into 

consideration. 

project, comprising of exploratory 

drilling in 22 locations in Ramnad 

district was given by TNPCB in  “The 

Indian Express” and “Dinamani “on 

10.04.15.Besides as per their procedure, 

this has been uploaded in their website 

and it was mentioned in the press 

notification that the EIA report and 

executive summary were available for 

reference in  other Govt. offices like 

Office of the district collector, 

Ramanathapuram, Office of the Asst. 

director(Panchayat), Ramanathapuam, 

District Industries 

Centre(DIC),Ramanathapuram, Office 

of District Environment Engineer, 

Sivagangai, Office of the 

Commissioner/BDO, Ramanathapuram 

Panchayat Union, Thirupullani 

Panchayat Union, Thiruvadadana i 

Panchayat Union in Ramanathapuram 

District, Corporate Office, TNPCB, 

Chennai, Office of the secretary to 

Government, Environment and Forest 

Department, Chennai and Ministry of 

environment and Forest, New Delhi. 

Subsequent to press notificat ion, 

District Environment Engineer TNPCB 

has sent the copies of Executive 

summary, in local language, of the 

proposed project to all the Panchayat 

presidents of the villages falling in the 

proposed 22 locations. Besides in every 

panchayat office, TNPCB also 

displayed a banner mentioning the 

above Public Hearing details.  

Proposed wells are falling in buffer 

zone of 10 Km from the coast line, 

considering the Marine bio-reserve of 

Gulf of Mannar.  



Wild life management report has been 

submitted to wild life warden and 

exploration shall be taken up after 

getting EC, which shall be given only 

after considering the wild life clearance. 

 

5. Thiru.Pudhurnalar Prabhakaran, Maravan 

Sena Organisation, Ramanathapuram 

 Thiru.Pudhumalar Prabhakaran told that this 

project should not in Ramanathapuram District, 

since the ground water level has gone down to 200 

feet and below. When the natural gas is pumped 

out, seawater intrusion may occur and hence the 

ground water will become more saline. 

 

Exploration activities are in zones 

beyond 2000 metres, which is much 

below the ground water table. 

Exploration activities do not cause salt 

water intrusions into the ground water.  

 

 

6. Thiru.M.Madasamy, Puthiya Thamilagam, 

Ramanathapuram 

Thiru.Madasamy told that before selecting the 

drilling points of the wells, the views of the public 

of the villages should have been obtained. The 

agriculture lands for a radius of 25Km will get 

affected if a well is drilled which will affect the 

normal life of the public. Further toxic substances 

will come out of the well and will affect the public 

health. This proposed natural gas wells may lead 

to coal bed methane project. Hence, he wanted to 

register his protests against the project. 

 

Public Hearing conducted to obtain the 

views of the public. Only 4 to 5 acres 

of land shall be obtained on lease for 

exploration activity. Land acquired 

shall be within 0.13KM Radius of 

drilling location. 

After drilling wells if oil or gas is 

found only those area will be acquired 

on lease and development shall be 

taken up after obtaining permission 

from MoEF again. Those wells which 

are dry shall be restored to near 

original condition and shall be returned 

to owners to continue with agriculture. 

 

Proposed drilling shall not affect day to 

day life of the people as the locations 

are normally chosen in places away 

from residences and human activity  



No toxic substances are generated from 

well and hence will not affect public 

health 

This proposal is only to explore oil and 

natural gas from these wells and shall 

not lead to coal bed methane 

exploration. 

7. Thiru Murugan, Advocate, Tamil National 

People Front, Ramanathapuram.  

 Thiru Murugan told that the mineral resources in 

the soil of District will get spoiled due to the 

proposed natural gas well project., leading to 

reduction in fertility of the soil.He also requested 

the District Collector not to recommend this 

project for environmental clearance. 

 

Oil exploration activity in no way 

spoils the mineral resources of the area, 

nor the fertility of the soil.  

8. Thiru Manikumar, Valantharavai village .   

Thiru Manikumar told that already. ONGC has 

established its gas collection center at 

Valantharavai Village and hence agriculture has 

vanished in this village. If ONGC established 

another setup here, the public of valantharaya i 

village has to move out for their livelihood. ONGC 

has not given job opportunities to the local public 

and due to the power plants, the public lost their 

peacefullness due to noise pollution 

ONGC has leased/ acquired land 22 

acres (aaprox.) for GCS installation.  

Except  this area Agricultural activity, 

can be done in other areas 

If commercial viability is established 

from the exploration activities , ONGC 

may augment the existing facilities 

only, hence loss of livelihood is not 

there.  

 

Local labour isgiven preference in 

temporary jobs by contractors during 

the construction activities. 

ONGC does not have any power plants 

in this area.  

9. Thiru. Javarullah, Environment Activists, 

Madurai.  

 Thiru Javarullah told that, already ground water 

was contaminated due to aquaculture units in 

Ramanathapuram District. If this project comes up 

the total water resources of this district will be 

contaminated and hence he requested the District 

Exploration activities are in zones 

beyond 2000 metres, which is much 

below the ground water table. 

Exploration activities do not 

contaminate water resources of the 

district 



Collector to take decision as per the opinion the 

public of Ramanathapuram. 

 

10. Thiru Appu Sulthan,  Secretary, Tamilnadu 

Mslim Munnetra Kalakam, Ramanathapuram   

Thiru Appu Sulthan told that both Central and 

State Government bringing such projects to this 

district which are of no use to the  the  CSR works 

done by ONGC are not satisfied. The lands of poor 

are being takenaway by such projects. Hence he 

requested the District Collector not to give 

permission to this project. 

ONGC is paying royalty/licence fee to 

the state government, and these funds 

are used for development purposes by 

the state. In addition  ancilliary 

industries /businesse develop if oil and 

gas reserves are established creating 

employment opportunities for the local 

public. 

For the Ramanathapuram District, 

ONGC in the last four years has spent 

for CSR Activities as under : 

      Year           In Rupees 

2014-2015 80,75,742 
2013-2014 34,70,810 

2012-2013 66,55,149 
2011-2012 49,25,100 

 

Around 4.5 acres of land will be 

acquired on lease for exploratory 

activity. Compensation and lease rent 

shall be paid as per norms decided by 

Revenue authorities. 

Those wells which are dry shall be 

restored to near original condition and 

shall be returned to owners to continue 

with agriculture 

11. Thiru Ramesh Karuppaya, Environmenta l 

Activists, Cuddalur.. 

 Thiru Ramesh Karuppaya told that ONGC has 

obtained Petroleum Mining Lease for 493 Sq.km. 

ONGC has proposed 22 natural gas wells. This is 

only a starting and if this project comes, ONGC 

will extend its operations all through the 

Ramanathapuram District. This will result in 

degradation of natural resources. He has also told 

 

No additional wells shall be taken up for 

exploration unless a permission form 

MoEF is obtained again.  

Even in case if oil and gas found in the 

proposed exploratory wells the 

exploitation shall be carried out only 

after obtaining EC for development 

activities.  



that there arc more than 3600 species in Gulf of 

Mannar, which are in danger due to such projects. 

Proposed wells are falling in buffer 

zone of 10 Km from the coast line, 

considering the Marine bio-reserve of 

Gulf of Mannar.  

Wild life management report has been 

submitted to wild life warden and 

exploration shall be taken up after 

getting EC, which shall be given only 

after considering the wild life clearance.  

12. Thiru Chinnathampi, All India Forward  

Black, Ramanathappuram.  

Thiru Chinnathampi has expressed that rare 

species of (hilt' of Mannar will get affected due to 

this project and hence he requested the District. 

Collector not to permit this project. 

 

Proposed wells are falling in buffer 

zone of 10 Km from the coast line, 

considering the Marine bio-reserve of 

Gulf of Mannar.  

Wild life management report has been 

submitted to wild life warden and 

exploration shall be taken up after 

getting EC, which shall be given only 

after considering the wild life clearance.  

 

13. Thiru Dhinesh Kumar, Joint Secretary 

MDMK, Ramanathapuram 

Thiru Dhinesh Kumar told that already people of 

Valantharavai village has given their agriculture 

lands to ONGC. However in town ONGC has not 

done anything to the public of Valantharava i 

village so far. Similarly ONGC will not do any 

goodwill to the public of Ramanathapuram 

District. 

 

ONGC has leased/ acquired land of   

…..  sq.m /acres for GCS installation.  

Except  this area Agricultural activity, 

can be done in other areas 

Following are the activites taken up in 

village Valantahravai……… 

Govt.High School             2.25 lakhs 

President, Pannaikulam     1.00 lakhs 

Grama Panchayat,  

Valantharavai,. 

Panchayat President,         4.00 lakhs 

Valantharavai  Panchayat, 

Valantharavai,  



Valantharavai,                  1.60 lakhs 

Panchayat President 

For the Ramanathapuram District, 

ONGC in the last four years has spent 

for CSR Activities as under : 

      Year           In Rupees 

2014-2015 80,75,742 

2013-2014 34,70,810 
2012-2013 66,55,149 

2011-2012 49,25,100 
 

14. Thiru Vinoth Kumar, Secretary Tamilnadu 

Valvurimai party  

Thiru Vinoth Kumar has condemned the Central 

Government for permitting ONGC to dig 22 

natural gas wells in Raman.athaptirani District. He  

expressed that ONGC should not take away the 

natural resources of Tamilnadu. 

No natural resources are taken away by 

ONGC. Oil & gas if found shall be used 

for the development activities for 

state/country 

15. Thiru Raju, Valenokkam,Naam Tamilar Party  

Thiru Raju told that the public hearing is 

conducted without proper intimation to the public 

of Ramanathapuram. He expressed that his party 

will not allow any project which will affect the 

environment. 

Press notice for Public hearing on 

14.05.15 for the proposed exploration 

project, comprising of exploratory 

drilling in 22 locations in Ramnad 

district was given by TNPCB in  “The 

Indian Express” and “Dinamani “on 

10.04.15.Besides as per their procedure, 

this has been uploaded in their website 

and it was mentioned in the press 

notification that the EIA report and 

executive summary were available for 

reference in  other Govt. offices like 

Office of the district collector, 

Ramanathapuram, Office of the Asst. 

director (Panchayat), Ramanathapuam, 

District Industries 

Centre(DIC),Ramanathapuram, Office 

of District Environment Engineer, 

Sivagangai, Office of the 

Commissioner/BDO, Ramanathapuram 

Panchayat Union, Thirupullani 

Panchayat Union, Thiruvadadana i 

Panchayat Union in Ramanathapuram 



District, Corporate Office, TNPCB, 

Chennai, Office of the secretary to 

Government, Environment and Forest 

Department, Chennai and Ministry of 

environment and Forest, New Delhi. 

Subsequent to press notificat ion, 

District Environment Engineer TNPCB 

has sent the copies of Executive 

summary, in local language, of the 

proposed project to all the Panchayat 

presidents of the villages falling in the 

proposed 22 locations. Besides in every 

panchayat office, TNPCB also 

displayed a banner mentioning the 

above Public Hearing details.  

16. Thiru Tamil Doss, Social Worker Madurai. 

 Thiru. Tamil Doss told more agriculture lands 

will be acquired by the ONGC for its pipe line 

conveyance. This will economically affect the 

agriculturalists. Further he told that the CSR works 

done by the ONGC are not satisfied. 

This project is only an exploratory 

phase. If commercial viability is 

established, sustainable development 

shall be made. 

Pipelines shall be laid only when EC is 

accorded for the project and land shall 

be acquired after obtaining the consent 

of the people affected, after paying 

necessary compensation as fixed by 

revenue authorities 

For the Ramanathapuram District, 

ONGC in the last four years has spent 

for CSR Activities as under : 

      Year           In Rupees 

2014-2015 80,75,742 

2013-2014 34,70,810 
2012-2013 66,55,149 
2011-2012 49,25,100 
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