
DREDGING & SPOIL DISPOSAL 
PONDICHERRY PORT 

Backwaters of Ariyankuppam river  
Puducherry 

 

Pondicherry Port is historic, and the new Port area was developed and commissioned in almost 150 

acres of notified Port land with multiple-cargo berth for 150 m. The Port has around navigational 

channel for about 2000m with a width of 40m at the head between Northern and Southern 

Breakwater. 

The Port is facing a problem for navigation due to heavy silting and loss of draft in the harbor basin. 

There is a sand trap with submarine tunnel between south and north breakwater which however, is 

not found to be maintained with artificial nourishment and hence, it get silted and the south 

coastline has advanced and sand started by passing the tip of south breakwater. Hence Pondicherry 

Port is proposing capital dredging estimated for 0.73 Million Cubic Meter (mcm) and maintenance 

dredging of 0.15 mcm per annum which will help overcome the current hampered navigation for 

smooth activities of the port.  

The Pondicherry Port is committed to comply with all statutory requirements under CRZ Notification, 

2011 and EIA Notification, 2006 and also as per the Guidelines of Central pollution Control Board 

(CPCB).As on date, Pondicherry Port is non-functional and inoperative, since 2009, because of the 

loss of draft to meagre 1-2 m and any navigational activities requires a minimum of 4-5m. 

The proposed project is to facilitate navigation of vessels in the existing Port waters in order to make 

the port functional again. The Basin water spread, andthe approaching Channel has been silted 

heavily due to littoral drift and only1-2m draft is available and hence, dredging the water spread 

strategically has become important. In order to revive the port activities dredging for 0.73 Million 

Cubic Meter in the basin area and along the approach channel for an average width of 100m, 

Disposal of dredged spoil in the shoreline area on the northern side for shoreline management and 

Construction of physical barrier in the drainage channel to prevent solid waste disposal into the port 

waters will be conducted.  

The Pondicherry Port, unless dredged for a minimum of 4-5 m draft, smooth navigation and other 

port activities will not be possible. Hence Pondicherry Port is proposing capital dredging estimated 

for 0.73 Million Cubic Meter (mcm) and maintenance dredging of 0.15 mcm per annum, to be 

scheduled for one-month duration, during non-monsoon period.  

Since, the Port Water Basin as well the adjudged area for spoil disposal falls within CRZ area, 

Pondicherry Port intends to obtain CRZ Clearance and if required, Environmental Clearance also. 

The Budgetary Estimate of the project in INR 44.40 Crores. 


