
Submission 

Expansion of Gondegaon Extenstion Opencast Coal Mines Project from 2.5 MTPA to 3.5 MTPA 
by M/s Western Coalfields Limited in a mine lease area of 791.40 ha in village Gondegaon, 
tehsil Parseoni, District Nagpur (Maharashtra) – EC reg. 

Proposal No. : IA/MH/CMIN/117831/2019; F.No. J-11015/106/2009-IA-II(M)  
Project Name: Expansion of Gondegaon Extension OC Coal Mining Project 
Proposal submission date: 17.09.2019 
 
Information /Clarification on ADS raised on 06.12.2019 

 

The enclosed letter vide no. J – 11015/106/2009-IA.II (M) dated 06.12.2019 is placed below 
for kind perusal. 



 

 



Kind attention is drawn towards point no 5 and 6 of above letter vide dated 06.12.2019 

Quote 

“ 5. The matter was examined further in the Ministry and accordingly, it was observed that the 
current proposal requires extension of EC beyond 28th March 2020 wherein EAC has observed 
that the project proponent shall submit certified compliance report from Regional Office for 
further consideration. Accordingly, it is informed that both the proposal for extension and 
amendment in environmental clearance shall be considered together at a later stage after 
submission of compliance report 

6. In light of the above, the undersigned is directed to inform that the proposal of extension of 
environmental clearance shall be applied with requisite compliance of EAC  observations and 
its action plan for further processing along with current proposal of amendment in 
environmental clearance” 

Unquote 

In compliance of MoEF & CC directives, Certified Copy of Compliance for Expansion of 
Gondegaon Extension opencast coal mine project has been secured from RO, MoEF & CC, 
Nagpur vide its letter no.EC -766 /RON/ 2018/ NG/ 6001 dated 20-12-2019. 

The action taken report on Partial Non compliance has been submitted to RO, MoEF & CC, 
Nagpur. A copy of the same is also enclosed herewith. 

As directed, the proposal of extension of environmental clearance has also been applied 
separately. 

The extension of EC validity along with amendment may kindly be accorded for the subject 
project. 

 

 

 





































































 
 
 

ATR 
Against 

Partial Compliance 



WCL - Expansion of Gondegaon Extension of OC Coal Mine Project 
 

EC Compliance report has been received from RO, MoEF & CC, Nagpur vide its letter no. EC -766 /RON / 2018/ 
NG/ 6001 dated 20.12.2019. There is no “Non – Compliance” recorded in the said report. There are few partial 
compliances and as advised all efforts will be taken for improvement of the same. 
 

The pointwise action taken report on the partial compliance reported is placed below: 
Sl.No Condition Observation of 

MoEF & CC 
Action Taken Report 

ii Regular monitoring 
of the occupational 
and other health 
hazards of all 
employees including 
outsourced workers 
and the corrective 
action shall be 
ensured. Reports in 
this regard is 
submitted to 
Regional Office of 
the Ministry 

Partial Compliance 
 
Monitoring of Health 
Check up of 
employees was 
found to be low 
against current 
employees strength. 
Regular health check 
up of departmental 
and contractual 
employees needs to 
be improved. 
 

As per the Statute, Monitoring of health condition of employees is a regular 
activity. In this regard, Initial Medical Examination (IME) is carried out during 
joining period of the every worker. Periodical Medical Examination (PME) is 
done once in five years for below 45 years age workers and once in three 
year for 55 years and above aged workers. 
 
The status (as on date) Monitoring of Health check up of the employees at 
Gondegaon OCP are as follows: 
 Departmental HOE contractual  
Year Manpower / 

Total on roll 
PME 
Target 

PME 
Done 

IME 
Done 

Manpower / 
Total on roll 

IME 
Done 

2015 610 203 221 - - - 
2016 619 205 207 - - - 
2017 694 207 237 24 85 85 
2018 716 208 231 07 112 112 
2019  
(as on 
01.12.2019) 

750 248 259 41 119 119 

  
From the above it may be seen that, the Statutory requirement in respect of 
the health checkup of the workers (Both departmental and contractual) are 
being done achieving the target. The same will continue to be carried out 
during the balance life of the mine. 
 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

vii Three tier multi 
species green belt 
of not less than 7.5 
m width should be 
developed all along 
the project to 
mitigate / check the 
dust pollution. Only 
native species to be 
used for plantation  
/ green belt 
development 

Partial Compliance 
 
Additional Green 
belt need to 
provided along the 
Kanhan river side 
adjoining to mine 
lease, OB area and 
transportation road 
near to the 
agricultural area. 

Existing : 
In order to check /mitigate dust pollution, Bamboo Plantation / thick green 
belt has been carried out on either side of the coal transportation road with 
9500 nos of plant saplings. 

  

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

OB dumps reclaimed with thick plantation : 

 

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

In order to check /mitigate dust pollution, Automatic Road Sweeping 
machine with water jet spraying arrangement has been deployed. 

 

 

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

Ongoing : The installation of Pipe Conveyor system for transport of Coal 
from five OC mines of WCL including Gondegaon has also been started by 
MAHAGENCO. After commissioning of the same, the transport of coal by road 
will be completely eliminated. 

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

 

Proposed : 

As advised, in order to reduce the contribution from mining and allied 
activities at Gondegaon OC  towards dust pollution, it is proposed to develop 
additional Green Belt along the mine boundary facing Kanhan river. This 
green belt will be developed of mixed and native species through state level 
expert forest agency in the coming monsoon of 2020-21. The width of the 
Green Belt will be 30m all along a length of about 2000 m. This width of 30 
m will get reduced to 20 m only for 100 m patch near the mine working. 
Thus total length would be covered with total no. of about 14000 ~ 15000 
nos. of trees. 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

Budget :-  The plantation will be taken up under revenue budget of the mine 
with cost of about 4.5 ~ 5.0 Lakh with 4 years maintenance after year of 
plantation.  

Time Line :- By October 2020.     

 

viii. In the view of the 
mining potential of 
the area and the 
prevailing 
environmental 
concerns, carrying 
capacity of riverine 
eco system shall be 
studied through 
some expert 
agencies to assess 
impacts on the 
environmental 
components 

Partial Compliance 
 
PP has submitted 
report on the impact 
of riverine 
ecosystem of 
Kanhan river carried 
out by CMPDI. It 
was observed that 
five coal mines 
(WCL) and two 
thermal power 
plants (MahaGenco) 
were also existed 
along Kanhan river 

In the view of the mining potential of the area and the prevailing 
environmental concerns, carrying capacity of riverine eco system of Kanhan 
river was carried out by CMPDI to assess impacts on the environmental 
components. It was observed that five coal mines (WCL) and two thermal 
power plants (MahaGenco) were also existed along Kanhan river basin. 
 
As directed by RO, MoEF & CC, Nagpur, the study will be extended by NEERI 
to understand long term effects by these projects along the Kanhan river 
basin. 
 
The approximate time line 18 months covering four season data generation 
and submission of report. 
 
The same will be carried out under revenue head. 
 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

basin. Therefore, the 
existing study may 
be extended by 
NEERI to understand 
long term effects by 
these projects along 
the Kanhan river 
basin 
 

 
 
 

c 
viii 

Catch / garland 
drain and siltation 
ponds of 
appropriate size 
shall be constructed 
around the mine 
working, coal heaps 
and OB dumps to 
prevent run off of 
water and flow of 
sediments directly 
into the river and 
water bodies. 
Further, dump 
material shall be 
properly 
consolidated / 
compacted and 
accumulation of 
water over dumps 
shall be avoided by 
adequate channels 
for flow of silt into 
the drains. The 
drains / ponds so 
constructed shall be 
regularly desilted 
particularly before 
on set of Monsoon 

Partial Compliance  
 
Desilting of catch / 
garland drains need 
to be improved.  

Catch / garland drains are essential part of the mining activity. The same are 
constructed around the OB dump as well as around the quarry so as to arrest 
the flow of silt and sediments during monsoon which prevents the adverse 
impact on the surface water courses. To maintain the effectiveness of the 
garland drains and catch drains, desilting is done every year before onset of 
monsoon. The details of desilting done in last four years is given below. 
 
Year Length of the 

garland drain (in 
km) 

New drain cleaning / 
making (in km) 

Total quantity (in cu.m) 
approx.. 

2016 13.00 9.48 + 3.52 = 13.00 48290.00 
2017 12.72 8.63 + 4.09 = 12.72 56228.00 
2018 12.72 8.63 + 4.09 =12.72 37133.88 
2019 17.02 11.02 + 6.00 = 17.02 54375.00 

   The visit was conducted in the last week of September, 2019 when the 
collected silt material (all collected during the monsoon runoff of 2019)was 
observed. It may be mentioned here that, the desilting work will be 
continued next year during the summer months of 2020 before onset of 
monsoon and it is also statutory requirement because in addition to the 
aforesaid purpose it also protects the mine from the danger of surface 
inundation. It is confirmed that that the very purpose of the catch  / garland 
drains will continue to remain effective during the entire life of operation of 
the mine. 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

and maintained 
properly. The sump 
capacity should also 
provide adequate 
retention period to 
allow proper settling 
of silt material. The 
water so collected in 
the sump shall be 
utilized for dust 
suppression 
measures and green 
belt development. 
Dimension of the 
retaining wall 
constructed if any at 
toe of the dumps 
within the mine to 
check runoff and 
siltation should be 
based on rainfall 
data. The plantation 
of the native species 
to be made between 
toe of the dump and 
adjacent field / 
habitation / water 
bodies. 

e 
i. 

The project 
proponent shall 
undertake an 
occupational health 
survey for initial and 
regular periodical 
medical examination 
of workers engaged 
in the project and 
maintain records 

Partial Compliance 
 
Monitoring of Health 
Check up of 
employees was 
found to be low 
against current 
employees strength. 
Regular health check 
up of departmental 

As per the Statute, Monitoring of health condition of employees is a regular 
activity. In this regard, Initial Medical Examination (IME) is carried out during 
joining period of the every worker. Periodical Medical Examination (PME) is 
done once in five years for below 45 years age workers and once in three 
year for 55 years and above aged workers. 
 
 
 
 
 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

accordingly as per 
provisions of the 
mines rules, 1955 
and DGMS circulars. 
Besides being 
regular periodic 
checkup, 20% of 
workers identified 
from workforce 
engaged in active 
mining operations 
shall be subjected to 
health checkup for 
occupational disease 
and hearing 
impairment if any.  

and contractual 
employees needs to 
be improved. 
 

The status (as on date) Monitoring of Health check up of the employees are 
as follows: 
 Departmental HOE contractual  
Year Manpower 

/ Total on 
roll 

PME 
Target 

PME 
Done 

IME 
Done 

Manpower 
/ Total on 
roll 

IME 
Done 

2015 610 203 221 - - - 
2016 619 205 207 - - - 
2017 694 207 237 24 85 85 
2018 716 208 231 07 112 112 
2019  
(as on 
01.12.2019) 

750 248 259 41 119 119 

 
From the above it may be seen that, the Statutory requirement in respect of 
the health checkup of the workers (Both departmental and contractual) are 
being done achieving the target. The same will continue to be carried out 
during the balance life of the mine. 
 

j. 
i. 

Adequate ambient 
air quality 
monitoring stations 
shall be established 
in the core zone and 
in the buffer zone 
for monitoring of 
the pollutants, 
namely PM 10, PM 
2.5, SO2 and NOx. 
Location of the 
stations shall be 
decided based on 
the meteorological 
data, topographical 
features and 
environmentally and 
ecologically 
sensitive target in 

Partial Compliance 
 
As per the report, 
SPM, PM10, PM 2.5 
levels were found to 
be higher than 
prescribed limits of 
Ghatronha Location. 
PP has to take 
necessary steps to 
mitigate the issue. 

Existing : 

In order to mitigate/ check dust pollution, plantation / thick green belt has 
been carried out on either side of the coal transportation with 9500 nos of 
Bamboos. 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

consultation with 
State pollution 
control board. 
Online ambient air 
quality monitoring 
stations may also be 
installed in addition 
to be regular 
monitoring stations 
as per requirement 
and/ or in 
consultation with 
SPCB. Monitoring of 
the heavy metals 
such as Hg, As, Ni, 
Cd, Cr, etc. carried 
out at least once in 
six months.  

  

 

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

OB dumps reclaimed with thick plantation : 

 

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

In order to check /mitigate dust pollution, Automatic Road Sweeping 
machine with water jet spraying arrangement has been deployed. 

 

 

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

Ongoing : the installation of Pipe Conveyor system for transport of Coal 
from five OC mines of WCL including Gondegaon has also been started by 
MAHAGENCO. After commissioning of the same, the transport of coal by 
railway siding will be completely eliminated. 

 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

 

Proposed : 

Ghatrohan village is getting affected due to number of activities in the 
surrounding area including mining activities. 

In order to reduce the contribution from mining and allied activities at 
Gondegaon OC, it is proposed to develop additional Green Belt along the 
mine boundary facing Kanhan river. This green belt will be developed of 
mixed and native species through state level expert forest agency in the 
coming monsoon of 2020-21. The width of the Green Belt will be 30m all 
along a length of about 2000 m. This width of 30 m will get reduced to 20 m 
only for 100 m patch near the mine working. Thus total length would be 



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

covered with total no. of about 14000 ~ 15000 nos. of trees. 

Budget :-  The plantation will be taken up under revenue budget of the mine 
with cost of about 4.5 ~ 5.0 Lakh with 4 years maintenance after year of 
plantation.  

Time Line :- By October 2020.     

 

j. 
v. 

Regular monitoring 
of ground water 
level and quality 
shall be carried out 
in and around the 
mine lease by 
establishing a 
network of existing 
wells and 
constructing new 
piezometers during 
mining operations. 
The monitoring of 

Partial Compliance 

As per report, 
ground water level 
was found to be dry 
in few villages and 
few parameters of 
ground water quality 
was exceeding than 
the prescribed limits 
in few locations. PP 
need to submit 
action taken plan to 

The ground water level monitoring is being carried out four times a year and 
ground water quality analysis is being done one time a year in 25 number of 
dugwells located in the buffer zone of Gondegaon Extn. OC Expn. Mine. As 
per the ground water level data, out of these 25 dugwells only 2 number of 
dugwells that are B-4 (situated at Waghoda Village), B-13 (situated at 
Hingna Village) became dry during May’18 and B-23 (situated at 
Khaperkhera town) became dry during Jan’19. However, during the onset of 
monsoon period these wells were recharged and regained water levels.  

The said dugwells:  B-4, B-13 and B-23 are situated at a considerable 
distance of about 3.5 km in NNW direction, 5km in NW and 3.5 km in W 
direction respectively from the mine boundary.  



Sl.No Condition Observation of 
MoEF & CC 

Action Taken Report 

the ground water 
level shall be carried 
four times in a year 
Pre-monsoon, 
monsoon, post-
monsoon, winter. 
The ground water 
quality shall be 
monitored once in a 
year and data thus 
collected shall be 
sent regularly to 
Ministry of 
Environment, Forest 
and climate change 
/ regional office. 

mitigate the issues. However, as per estimation the mining influence on ground water would be 
upto 1 Km from quarry boundary. Moreover, there is presence of major 
rivers (Pench and Kanhan) which acts as a barrier and terminates the impact 
of mine on ground water and these dugwells are located beyond the major 
rivers (Pench and Kanhan). 

As such, the above said dugwells may have dried up due to reasons beyond 
mining activities and only due to excessive draft of ground water for 
domestic as well as for irrigation purpose. Further due to the occurrence of 
rainfall below average in last 2-3 years, the wells even in non-mining area 
have been affected with lowering of water table causing the drying of wells. 
However, WCL will continue to monitor water level and quality data in the 
buffer zone of mine area and if there will be water level depletion in the 
villages near to the mine influence area the project authority will take the 
suitable measures for making up artificial recharge structure for augmenting 
the same. 

 


