
CIN :LEG942TN1951PLCcoo0640 Fax 0427-2345616 

Phone :0427 -2346762 / 2345600/2346702 emalil: dalmiamagnesitemines@yahoo.com 

Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Limited 
[Formerly: Dalmia cement (Bharat) Limited) 

SALEM 636 012 TAMILNADU 

SL:MM:26150 
Date: 21/DEC/2022 

O, 
The Member Secretary, 

IA-Division, 
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (Non Coal Mines), 

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-110003. 

Sub: Grant of FEnvironment Clearance for Mining Magnesite 
and Dunite Minerals over an extent of 449.364 Ha in 

Chettichavadi village, Salem District, Tamil Nadu. 

Ref: 1) Our proposal No-IA/TN/MIN/241375/2018. 

2) TOR Letter dated 05.02.2021. 

3) 46 EAC Minutes of meeting (Non-Coal Mining) held from 

15"to 17" Feb 2022 vide item no: 46.1.2. 

4) Our Revised Remediation Plan & EMP budget videour 

letterdated 11.03.2022 in light of observation in 43 EAC 

MoM held from 14 to 15t Dec 2021 

5) your ADS query dated 22.11.2022 in Parivesh portal on our 

proposal No-IA/TN/MIN/241375/2018. 

This has reference to your ADS query dated 22.11.2022 in Parivesh 

portal on our proposal No-IA/TN/MIN/241375/2018and the 
46th EAC Minutes of Meeting (Non Coal Mining) on 15.02.2022 to 

17.02.2022 vide item no-46.1.2, wherein you have requested us to 

produce valid lease document from the State Department of 

Geology and Mining.( Copy enclosed). 

DALMIAPURAM(TAMILNADU) 621 651. 

HANSALAYA (11 "&12" FLOORS) 

REGD. OFFICE 

HEAD OFFICE 

15, BARAKHAMBA ROAD, POST BOX 364 

NEW DELH - 110 01. 
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In response of the above we are enclosing herewith valid mining 

lease document RC.No. 1355/MME9/2006 dated 09.12.2022 issued 

by the Commissioner, Department of Geology and Mining, Guindy, 

Chennal. (Copy enclosed). 

Further, please aiso find enclosed herewith the National Green 

Tribunal order dated 23.11.2022 directing MOEF to dispose off our 

EC application in light of our representation dated 18 April 

2022.(Copies enclosed). 

In view of the forgoing we humbly request your good self that 

Environmental Clearance mayY kindly be granted to our 

Chettichavadi Jaghir Magnesite and Dunite Mines based on all our 

Submissions on record. 

Thanking YOu. 

Yours Faithfully, 

For Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Lta, 

PG.KatidassR)22D22 

KARUPUR PO 
LEM 

Agent ana supoKOAS 

Encl: 
DAMA SLGA AD INDUTTRISTD. 

Valid Mining lease document RC.No.1355/MME9/20G6-cated 
09.12.2022 issued by The Commissioner, Department of 

Geology and Mining, Guindy, Chennai. 

Minutes of 4 EAC Meeting held on 15-17" Feb 2022. 

Our Representation dated 18 April 2022. 

NGT order dated 23.11.2022. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

(IMPACT ASSESSMENT DIVISION) 
NON-COAL MINING SECTOR

***
SUMMARY RECORD OF 46thMEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE EXPERT 
APPRAISAL COMMITTEE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL APPRAISAL OF NON-COAL 
MINING PROJECTS CONSTITUTED UNDER THE EIA NOTIFICATION, 2006.

The 46th meeting of the Expert Appraisal Committee for Environmental Appraisal of Mining 
Projects (Non-Coal) of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change was held 
during 15th to 17th February, 2022 through video conference. The list of participants is 
annexed herewith. After login of the Committee Members through video conference link 
provided by NIC, discussion on each of the Agenda Items was taken up ad-seriatim.

(1.0) Deliberation & Circulation on the Minutes of the 45thEAC Meeting (Non- Coal 
Mining) held on 24th, 25th and 27th January, 2022.

The minutes of 45th EAC Meeting (Non-Coal Mining) held on 24th, 25th and 27th January, 
2022were placed before the members of the Committee. The Member Secretary informed 
the Committee regarding the following corrigendum:

S. 
No

As per 45th EAC 
(Non-Coal 
Mining) Meeting 
held during 24th, 
25th and 27th 
January, 2022

Typographical error EAC recommended during 
46th EAC (Non-Coal Mining) 
Meeting held during 15th to 
17th February, 2022

1 Agenda 3.4, Pg. 
No: 76, Para 2, 
Line 2

M/s Nemani Ramakrishna has 
made an online application 
vide proposal no. 
IA/HR/MIN/197727/2021 
dated 01.01.2022 along with 
Form 2 and EIA Report under 
the provisions of EIA 
Notification, 2006.

M/s Nemani Ramakrishna has 
made an online application 
vide proposal no. 
IA/OR/MIN/191282/2021 dated 
01.01.2022 along with Form 2 
and EIA Report under the 
provisions of EIA Notification, 
2006.

Day 1: 15thFebruary, 2022 (Tuesday)

1.1 Proposal for Environmental Clearance for Boricha Limestone Mine with 
theproduction capacity of 7,00,000 TPA (ROM) in the mine lease area of 101.17ha 
located at Survey No.22/P near villageBoricha, Taluka and District Porbandar, State 
Gujarat by M/s Saurashtra Chemicals Division of Nirma Limited[File. No: J-
11015/67/2015-IA-II(M); Proposal No: IA/GJ/MIN/251176/2019] – Environmental 
Clearance 

EAC Meeting Details: 
EAC meeting 46th



Minutes of 46th EAC (Non-Coal Mining) Meeting held during 15th to 17th February, 2022

2 | P a g e

Date of Meeting 15th to 17th February, 2022

2. Project details:
Name of the Proposal Boricha Limestone Mine with the production capacity of 

7,00,000 TPA (ROM) in the mine lease area of 101.17 
ha

Location Village Boricha
Tehsil/Taluka Porbandar
District Porbandar
State / UT Gujarat
Latitudes 21°44'32.5188"N to 21°44'33.8615"N
Longitudes 69°40'46.8505"E to 69°40'47.7705"E
SoITopo sheet 
No.

41G/09 & 10 (Restricted)

Company’s Name M/sSaurashtra Chemicals Division of Nirma Ltd
Authorization M/s Saurashtra Chemicals Division of Nirma Ltd 

submitted the authorization letter dated 12.02.2018 in 
the name of Sh. Ashish Desai.

Accredited Consultant and 
certificate no.

Mantec Consultants Pvt. Ltd.
NABET/EIA/2023/RA0205

KML file Submitted
Seismic zone Zone- III as per IS 1893:2002

3. Category details:
Category of the project Category “A”, Project or Activity 1(a) – 3 for Mining 

of Mineral
Provisions As per EIA Notification S.O. 1533 (E), dated 

14thSeptember 2006 and subsequent amendments
Mining lease Area 101.17 Ha.
Barda Wildlife Sanctuary Barda Wildlife Sanctuary(BWLS) is adjacent to said 

mine. It is established that around 36.2102Ha of the 
eastern part of the lease area falls into the one km 
radius from the BWLS and 50m offset from 1-Km 
line as per TOR clause (i)This zone is considered as 
non-mining zone.

4. ToR Details:
ToR Proposal No. IA/GJ/MIN/115531/2019 
Application date for 26th August,2019
Documents Submitted Form-1, PFR,KML File
EAC meetings 21st October,2019 & reconsidered on 23rd June,2020
ToR Letter No. J-11015/67/2015-IA-II (M)
ToR grant Date 14th July 2020
Production capacity Sized Limestone(tonnes)-80%: 5,60,000 Metric 

Tonnes 
Undersized Limestone (tonnes) - 20%: 1,40,000 
Metric Tonnes

Soil As per approved mining plan, no top soil will be 
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generated.
Waste As per approved mining plan, there will be no OB/IB.
Total excavation 7,00,000 TPA (ROM)
EIA/EMP uploaded on 14th January 2022

5. Lease Details:
Granted Mine Lease Area 101.17 Ha (250 acres)

Mineral Limestone
Location S. No. 22/2P of Village: Boricha, Taluka: 

Porbandar, District: Porbandar (earlier Junagadh)
Order no. MCR-1563-22089-CHH dated 27.08.1965 and 

MCR-1563-33800-CHH dated 10.12.1965 for 
captive use in Soda ash plant

Execution 
date

10.07.1966 for period of 20 years

Validity of mine lease The State Government has extended tenure of the mining lease 
up to 31.03.2030 vide order No. MCR/1563/22809/CHH dated 
02.02.2018 and the District Collector, Porbandar has executed 
the lease deed on 28.01.2019 for the period up to 31.03.2030 in 
name of M/s Saurashtra Chemicals, Division of Nirma Limited 
which was registered with Registrar Porbandar on 22.02.2019.

6. Mining plan details:
Mining Planapproved by Indian 
Bureau of Mines, Ajmer

Letter No. 684(4)(1)/MP-317/2020-21-GNR
Date 2nd March, 2021
Validity 31st March, 2026
In favor of Boricha Limestone Mine (MLA: 

101.17 Ha) of M/s Saurashtra 
Chemicals

Non-mining 
zone

Out of 101.17 Ha, 36.2102 Ha has 
been undertaken to be non-mining 
zone.

Mining Parameters Quantitative Description
Bench Height 3 m
Bench Width 3 m
Method of Mining Open cast Semi- mechanized with drilling & blasting 

(Sizing within the pit will be manual)
Individual bench slope 85°
Overall pit slope 85°
Drilling/Blasting Average 188 m drilling per day &52holes blast per day 

RoM output size 7,00,000 TPA
Total working days 300 days
Life of mine 6.4 years*

*The Life of mine may be increased based on 
reserves estimation after the completion of exploration 
proposal.

Transportation details Loading/unloading will be done by manually.
Transportation of mineral to soda ash plant (viz.@ 19 
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kms from mine site) will be done through covered 
truck/dumper only.

Dumper’s capacity 30 ton

7. Land Area Breakup:
Private land Nil
Government land 101.17 Ha.
Total Mining lease 
area (MLA) 

101.17 Ha. 

Barda Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Barda Wildlife sanctuary (BWLS) is adjacent to said mine. 
One km line from the periphery of BWLS as well as the 
buffer of 50m offset from the 1-Km line (w.r.t. boundary of 
BWLS) is projected and also marked on the Surface Plan. 
It is established that around 36.2102Ha of the eastern part 
of the lease area falls into the one km radius from the 
BWLS and 50m offset from 1-Km line.  This zone is 
considered as non-mining zone.
According to the ToR letter dated 14.07.2020, the mine 
lease area is located in survey no. 22/2 of village, Boricha, 
Taluka &Dist: Porbandar which is Govt, waste land and as 
per said notification, entire survey no. 22/2 (Govt, waste 
land) is outside the notified ESZ of BWS. So, provision of 
requirement of NBWL clearance is not applicable to its 
mining lease.
The District Conservator of Forest (DCF), Wildlife 
Department, Govt, of Gujarat, Porbandar has prepared the 
map through BISAG, Gandhinagar showing Boricha 
mining lease area (101.17 ha) with respect to Barda 
Wildlife Sanctuary and it's notified Eco Sensitive Zone as 
well as 1 km periphery area from the nearest boundary of 
Barda Wildlife Sanctuary with real-time coordinates of 1 
km line for mining & non-mining zone vide letter dated 
05.11.2019. The DCF, Porbandar has provided 
authenticated map with real-time coordinates of 1 km area 
vide letter dated: 04.01.2020.
PP has submitted an undertaking for demarcated area of 
30.36 ha under 1 km from the sanctuary will be considered 
as non-mining zone.

8. Nearest village / town/ highway/railway station / water bodies
Particulars Particular’s Name Distance &Directions
Nearest Village Boricha 1 km, SE
Nearest Highway SH-95 3.9 km, W
Nearest Railway Station Ranavav Railway station 7.6 km, SE
Nearest Water Bodies Khambhala Dam 8 km,E

9. Water requirement
Total water requirement 55 KLD Domestic water 18 KLD 

Dust Suppression 21 KLD
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Greenbelt 16 KLD
Source Nearby villages/company’s other mine

10. Presence of Environmentally Sensitive areas in the study area
Forest Land/Protected 
Area/Environmental 
Sensitivity Zone

Yes/No Details of Certificate/letter/Remarks

Forest Land No Barda Wildlife Sanctuary & its eco sensitive 
zone is adjacent to mine lease area. Certificate 
from DCCF & CWLW has been received 
regarding mine lease area does not fall in ESZ 
of Barda Wildlife Sanctuary on 17/06/2020.

National Park No
Wildlife Sanctuary Yes
Eco-Sensitive Zone 
(ESZ)

Yes

Schedule-1 
species

Yes/No Details of Certificate/letter/Remarks

Schedule-I 
species 

Yes Eurasian Spoonbill, Eurasian Sparrow hawk, lndian 
Peafowl, MacQueen’s Bustard, Osprey, Leopard, 
Pangolin, Ratel, Wolf

Wildlife 
Conservation 
Plan

Yes It has been prepared & submitted to DCF, Porbandar on 
1stOctober,2021. Thereafter, as per recommendation 
received from DCF,Porbandar vide letter dated 13th 
December 2021, Wildlife Conservation Plan has been 
revised and submitted to DCF,Porbandar on 23rd 
December 2021. At present, it is under approval.

11. Forest Clearance/Wildlife Clearance/CRZ/CGWA, if applicable - Not Applicable.

12.  Status of CTE/CTO – Obtaining CTE is under process parallel to the application for 
EC and CTO will be obtained after grant of EC. 

13. Green belt/plantationdetails:
Proposed area for green belt/plantation 21.50 Ha.
Budget for green plant& plantation till the end of life of 
mine.

Capital Cost:19.35 Lakh
Recurring Cost:1.93 Lakh

Particulars for Green belt/plantation Area covered (in Ha)
7.5 m barrier & non-mineralized zone 3.92 Ha.
50 m safety zone of nallah, roads, electric lines 1.68 Ha
500 m safety zones of nearest habitation villages -
Non-mining zone area 15.90 Ha

14. Baseline details:
Baseline Data (Air / Water / Noise / Soil / Ground water table/ others)
Period of baseline data 
collection

March’21 to May’21

Season Pre-Monsoon
Air Quality Monitoring PM10 50-78 µg/m3

PM2.5  29-56 µg/m3
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SO2  4-18   µg/m3

NO2 12-32  µg/m3

Ground Water 
Monitoring

pH  7.14- 7.89
TDS  316-497 mg/L
Total Hardness  199-336 mg/L
Chloride  39-104 mg/L
Fluoride  0.27-1.41 mg/L
Mercury <0.001
Lead <0.002

Surface Water 
Monitoring

pH 7.25-7.54
DO 5.4-5.6 mg/L
BOD 18-22 mg/L
COD 52-68 mg/L

Noise Monitoring Day time 48.6- 60.4 dB
Night time 36.8- 56.2 dB

Soil Monitoring pH 7.26-7.66
Nitrogen 12.6-13.9 mg/100gm
Phosphorous 0.80-0.93 mg/100gm
Potassium 8.83-9.45 mg/100gm
Conductivity 146-478 micro mhos/cm

Ground Water Table Pre-Monsoon 28 m bgl
Post-Monsoon 23 m bgl

Mitigation measures to 
prevent Environmental 
Pollution

 Water sprinkling will be done on unpaved roads to avoid 
dust generation during transportation. 

 Dust mask will be provided to the workers engaged at dust 
generation points like excavation and loading points. 

 Personal protective equipment will be provided to prevent 
the noise exposure. 

 Green belt will be developed with dense hedges around 
the lease boundary to avoid the noise in the vicinity.

 Controlled blasting will be carried out with proper spacing 
and stemming so that noise can be avoided.

 Ground water level will not be intersected due to proposed 
mining activity.

 The air and water pollution control measures during 
construction and operation phases would ensure minimum 
degradation of surrounding vegetation, forest area and 
water bodies.

 For the Schedule-I species, the recommendations of the 
conservation plan should be implemented by the project.

15. Public Hearing Details:
Advertisement for PH with 
date

Indian Express (English):18.11.2021
Sandesh (Gujarati):18.11.2021

Date of PH 24/12/2021
Venue Mine Site
Chaired by Resident Additional Collector& Additional District 

Magistrate, Porbandar and Regional Officer, Gujarat 



Minutes of 46th EAC (Non-Coal Mining) Meeting held during 15th to 17th February, 2022

7 | P a g e

Pollution Control Board, Porbandar
Main issues raised during 
PH

Regarding employment generation

Budget proposed for 
addressing issues raised 
during PH

5 lacs/annum

16. Court case details:
Court Case Regular Civil Appeal No. 1/97 in the Court of Joint 

District Judge (S.D.) JunagadhatPorbandar.The lease 
area was not under Possession of the lessee since 
1986 when the renewal application for lease was 
rejected by the State Govt. After that this rejection order 
waschallenged by filling RCS no. 309/93 in Hon’ble 
Court of learned Civil judge (S.D.)Porbandar, who was 
pleased to allow the suit vide judgement & decree 
dated 09.09.1996for renewal of the mining lease for 20 
years. The State Government preferred the appealby 
filling Regular Civil Appeal No. 1/97 in the Court of Joint 
District Judge (S.D.) JunagadhatPorbandar. In the 
Judgment dated 03.05.2004, the learned Joint Civil 
Judge confirmedthe Judgment & Decree passed by 
Learned Civil Judge (S.D.) in RCS No. 309/93 
on09.09.1996.

17.  Rehabilitation & Resettlement: 
R & R details The project proponent submitted that R & R is not involved.

18. Affidavit/Undertaking details:
Affidavit  Affidavit in compliance of Ministry’s OM No.3-50/2017-IA-III 

dated 30th May 2018 has been submitted.
Undertaking  Undertaking dated 16/09/2021 is submitted that conditions laid 

down in Terms of Reference prescribed by MoEF&CC, New 
Delhi vide letter no. J-11015/67/2015-IA-II (M) dated 14th July, 
2020 have been complied with and the data submitted and 
information provided in the report are factually correct.

 Consultant submitted an undertaking that he shall be fully 
responsible for any mis-leading information mentioned in 
report of Boricha Limestone Mine.

19. Details of the EMP:
Activities Capital cost (Lakhs) Recurring cost

(Lakhs/annum)
Environmental Training /awareness campaign 0.5 0.5
Pollution abatement-Water sprinkling - 0.5
Green belt development 19.35 1.94
Environmental Monitoring cost - 1.65
Corporate Environmental Responsibility 5.0
Occupational Health & Safety 0.5 1.70
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20. Details of project cost and employment: 
Particulars Budget (Rs. In Crore)
Capital Cost for Environment Protection 0.19
Budget for addressing the Public Hearing 
issues

0.05/Annum

Total Cost for EMP 0.20
Recurring Cost for EMP 0.01/Annum
Project Cost 3.91
Employment 605persons

21. Observation and Recommendation of the Committee:

The proposal for Environmental Clearance was considered in the 46th EAC meeting 
held during 15thto 17th February 2022. The Committee observed that the instant mine site is 
in close proximity to Barda Wildlife Sanctuary which harbours many wildlife species 
belonging to different schedules. The Wildlife Conservation Plan is yet to approved by 
PCCF. The budget for wildlife conservation needs to be revised. Wildlife conservation plan 
should specifically address the issues that mine lease area is abating the sanctuary. After 
detailed discussions, the Committee deferred the proposal due to following shortcomings:

1) Since this is in close proximity to Barda Wildlife Sanctuary which harbors many 
species belonging to different schedules. The Wildlife Conservation Plan is yet to 
approved by PCCF and must include the suggestions of EAC members during the 
presentation. The budget of conservation plan also needs to be upwardly revised.

2) Point no. 3 i.e. ‘The mining area shall be strictly done only in the areas where mine 
activities are permitted activities. The boundary of the leased area will be marked 
prior to start of work at the site’ and point no. 4 i.e. ‘Scientific mining operations 
accompanied by ecological restoration and regeneration of mined wastelands with 
eco-friendly substitutes and alternatives should be adopted.’ as shown in the 
Wildlife Conservation Plan are not actual interventions for wildlife. They are regular 
safety measures which needs to be removed from the conservation plan since they 
have no relevance but at the same time they need to be undertaken for the different 
objectives and the budget can be adjusted accordingly against the other 
parameters.

3) It was observed during the presentation that the entire mining initially planned is 
only in the farthest of the westward side, in case the project proponent carries out 
mining towards east, it should be done only after the plantation of 50 m barrier is 
raised to the 15 feet. Undertaking regarding the same needs to be submitted by the 
project proponent.

4) The transport route is passing through the villages, the impact of transportation from 
the village, the risk factor and the road condition including the road width is to be 
properly assessed during a sizable amount of the baseline information in the village 
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on the air quality, noise quality be submitted with a snapshot of one week 
monitoring in the villages on the road. The project proponent should also explore 
the possibility of bypass road for transportation.

5) The budget does not include the amount of plantation for 21 Ha area as suggested 
in the conceptual plan progressively as well as suggested by EAC in the 30.36 Ha 
area of no-mining zone should also be included in the EMP budget.

6) The suggestion made by the EAC regarding the manual sizing of the mineral is also 
be re-looked into and mechanical sizing practice can be adopted for safety of labor.

1.2 Proposal for Amendment in Terms of Reference dated 05.02.2021 for 
Chettichavadi Jaghir Magnesite and Dunite Mine with the production capacity of 1.4 
MTPA in the mining lease area of449.364 ha located at Village Chettichavadi, Taluk & 
District Salem, State TamilNadu by M/s. Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Limited 
– [File No: 23-227/2018-IA.III (V); Proposal No: IA/TN/MIN/254214/2022] – Amendment 
in ToR

EAC Meeting Details: 
EAC meeting 46th

Date of Meeting 15thto 17th February, 2022

2. Project details:
Name of the Proposal Amendment in Terms of Reference dated 05.02.2021 for 

ChettichavadiJaghir Magnesite and Dunite Mine with the 
production capacity of 1.4 MTPA in the mining lease 
area of 449.364 ha

Location Village Chettichavadi Village
Tehsil/Taluka Salem West
District Salem
State / UT Tamil Nadu
Latitudes N 11°43’09.71”to N 11°44’36.233”
Longitudes E 78°07’23.268” and E 78°09’13.068
SoITopo sheet 
No.

58 I/2

Company’s Name M/s.Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Ltd.
Accredited Consultant and 
certificate no.

M/s.AadhiBoomi Mining &Enviro Tech (P) Ltd, Salem
NABET/EIA/1821/RA 0103 

KML file Submitted
Seismic zone Zone-III

3. Category details:
Category of the project Category “A”, Project or Activity 1(a) – 3 for Mining 

of Mineral
Provisions As per EIA Notification S.O. 1533 (E), dated 

14thSeptember 2006 and subsequent amendments
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Mining lease Area 449.364 ha

4. Details of Terms of Reference:
Date of 

application
Proposal 

No
Details Date of 

accord
19.03.2018 IA/TN/MIN/

73566/2018
ChettichavadiJaghir Magnesite &Dunite Mines 
for total excavation of 1.4 MTPA over an area 
of 449.364 ha located at Village Chettichavadi, 
Taluk & District Salem, Tamil Nadu of M/s. 
Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Limited

05.02.2021

Production 
Capacity

Magnesite: 61,000 Ts / year, 
Dunite: 1,40,000Ts/ year.

Soil NIL
Waste 11,99,000 TS
Total 

Excavation
14,00,000 TS

Reason for 
amendment

The project proponent could not comply with the specific condition (xviii) of 
ToR dated 05.02.2021i.e. Valid mine lease documents from the State 
Department of mines be submitted with EC application, EAC in its 
43rdmeeting held on 15.12.2021 suggested the project proponent to seek 
for amendment of ToR. 

5. Lease Details:
Grant of initial mine lease for 
Magnesite mineral

The mining lease for Magnesite over an extent of 
574.46 ha. InS.F.No.6 (un assessed dry waste land 
belonging to Govt. of Tamil Nadu) of Chettichavadi 
village, Salem Taluk & Dist. was sanctioned over a 
period of 20 years by G.O.Ms. No.903 Industries, 
Labour and Co-operation Department dated 25-2-
1966.

Grant of mine lease for Dunite 
mineral

By G.O.MS.No.801, 26th June 1976 another Mining 
Lease was granted over the same area of 574.46 ha 
land for mining of Dunite for a period of 10 years. 

1st Renewal of mine lease By G.O.Ms.No.74 Industries Department dated 11th 
March, 1997 the Govt. of Tamil Nadu sanctioned the 
grant of first renewal of mining lease for Magnesite 
and Dunite over an extent of 531.98 hectares (to 
make them co-terminus) in S.F.No.6 of 
Chettichavadi village, Salem Taluk and District for a 
period of 20 years w.e.f. 20.8.1986 to 19.8.2006.

2nd Renewal of mine lease Application for second mining lease renewal was 
made on July 11, 2005 vide letter No. SL: GO: 
55200(1). During the period 19.08.2006 to 11th 
January 2015 the mines were under deemed 
extension in view of Rule 24 (A) (6) of MCR 1960 
read with order of injunction passed in MP No.1 of 
2006 in W.P.Nos. 25518 and 25519 of 2006 of the 
Hon’ble High Court of Madras. Presently, according 
to project proponent lease has been extended up to 
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the period ending on 31st March 2030 in terms of 
Mines and Minerals (Development & regulation) 
Amendment Act 2015.
Project Proponent from time to time vide its various 
letters including letter dated 17th Feb 2021 and 
letter dated letter dated 25th Sept 2021 had 
requested State Mining Dept. to issue valid mining 
lease documents. State Mining Dept. has not 
responded to the same. In this connection W. A. No. 
834 & 835 are pending before Madras High Court.

Application for the Mining lease 
area and Date

Area: 449.364 Ha
Date: 11-07-2005.

Validity of mine lease 31.03.2030 as per Sec 8(A)(5) of 
MMDR(Amendment) Act-2015.

6. Mining plan details:
Mining Plan(approved by Indian 
Bureau of Mines/DMG)

Letter No. TN/SLM/ MG& DU/ ROMP-1646-MDS.
Date 30.03.2021
Validity 2021-22 to 2025-26 (till 31.03.2026)

Mining Parameters Quantitative Description
Bench Height 7.5 m Permitted
Bench Width 15 TO 25 M
Method of Mining Open Cast Semi Mechanized Mining (Other than 

Fully Mechanized Mines).
Individual bench slope 60° from Horizontal.
Overall pit slope 45°
Drilling/Blasting Deep Hole Drilling 100-104 mm Dia&

Small Dia 25 mm Dia Holes.
RoM output size 14,00,000Tonnes.
Life of mine 100 Years
Transportation details ROM by Dumpers & Mineral by 10 Tonners.
Dumpers capacity Dumpers 40 ts Capacity.

7. Land Area Breakup:
Private land -
Government land Unassisted dry waste land belonging to Government
Total Mining lease 
area (MLA) 

449.364 H.a

8. Presence of Environmentally Sensitive areas in the study area :
Forest Land/Protected 
Area/Environmental Sensitivity 
Zone

Yes/No Details of 
Certificate/letter/Rema
rks

Forest Land No Tamil Nadu Forest Dept 
C.NO.2378/2021.D1 
dt.04.10.2021

National park No
Wildlife Sanctuary No
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Schedule-1 
species

Yes/No Details of Certificate/letter/Remarks

Schedule-I 
species 

No Tamil Nadu Forest Department C.NO.598/2021 
dated 24.09.2021.

9. Green belt/plantation details:
Proposed area for green belt/plantation 6 Ha
Budget for green plant& plantation till the end of life of 
mine.

Rs.13,50,000/-

Budget for nursery Rs.4,00,000 per Annum

Particulars for Green belt/plantation Area covered (in Ha)
7.5 m barrier & non-mineralized zone 60 Ha
50 m safety zone of nallah, roads, electric lines 9 Ha
500 m safety zones of nearest habitation villages 10 Ha

10. Court case details:
Court Case Yes, 9 court cases are pending.
Details 1. W.P.25518/2006 Madras HC

2. Writ Petition No.29275 of 2016 Madras HC.
3. Writ Petition (Civil) No. 114 of 2014 of Supreme Court
4. District Collector, Salem has also raised another demand vide 
order dated 8th July, 2020 directing project proponent to pay sum of 
INR 7.24 Crore on the quantity of Magnesite mined without EC for 
the period 1st April, 2000 to 31st August, 2018.
5. District Collector’s demand of surface compensation of 
Rs.79,88,39,062from20.08.19 66 till 31.10.2017.
6. Show cause vide Proceeding Letter No.SLM0006/DEE/TNPCB/S 
LM/RL/2014, dated 03.06.2014 by Tamil Nadu State Pollution 
Control Board U/s 19 of Environment Protection Act.
7. Show Cause vide Proceeding Letter No.FEF/TNPBC/SLM/F/006 
/20 by Tamil Nadu State Pollution Control Board U/s 19 of 
Environment Protection Act dated 4th May, 2020.
8. Show cause Notice dated 5thFebruary, 2013 under Water Act. 
Show cause Notice dated 5thFebruary, 2013 under Air Act.
9. Environmental Activist Mr.S.Sakthivel filed a petition before the 
Hon’ble NGT (SZ) raising certain Environmental issues against 6 
respondents.

11. Affidavit/Undertaking details:
Affidavit The project proponent submitted the Affidavit dated 

21.10.2019 in accordance with the statutory requirement & 
judgment of Hon’ble Supreme Court dated 2nd August 
2017 in writ Petition (civil) No. 114 of 2014 in the matter of 
common cause versus Union of India & Ores is submitted 
to MoEF&CC.

12. Details of the EMP:
S. Description Budget
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No
1 Safety kits for 320 persons @ Rs 1000 per 

head Rs. 3,20,000

2 Water Sprinkling & Spraying Rs.15,00,000
3 Afforestation  for @ 75 per tree Rs. 2,00,000
4 Noise & Vibration Rs. 1,00,000
5 Drainage- Parapet -Retention Wall Rs. 5,00,000

Total Rs 26.2  Lakhs

13. Details of project cost and employment: 
Particulars Details (Rs. In Crore)
Capital Cost for Environment Protection Rs.2.49
Budget for addressing the Public 
Hearing issues

Rs.0.39

Total Cost for EMP Rs. 26 Lakhs/annum
Recurring Cost for EMP Rs.0.2 Lakhs/annum.
Project Cost Rs.19.57 
Employment 300 Nos

14. Observation and Recommendation of the Committee:

The proposal for Amendment in Terms of Reference was considered in the 46th 
EAC meeting held during 15thto 17th February 2022. For this particular case an official of 
Department of Geology and Mining, Tamil Nadu was invited. It was mentioned that the 
mine lease was in operation since 1967 till 2019 without obtaining the Environmental 
Clearance. Therefore, it is a case of violation. The official of DMG, Tamil Nadu also 
submitted that currently as per the documents, this mine lease is not valid and does not 
come under deemed extension of mine lease validity as the project proponent is not 
fulfilling the required conditions. It is also noted that there are many court cases currently 
in progress between the project proponent and the State of Tamil Nadu. The Committee 
was of the opinion to wait for the clear-cut decision of the Hon’ble court in the matter 
before considering the request of amendment of removal of specific condition (xviii) of ToR 
letter dated 05.02.2021 i.e. Valid mine lease documents from the State Department of 
mines needs to be submitted with EC application. After detailed discussions, the 
committee return the proposal.

1.3 Proposal for Amendment in Terms of Reference dated 16.12.2021 of Kannur 
(Wadi area) Limestone Block (auction block) with production capacity of Limestone 
12MTPA & 0.581 MTPA of waste including top soil with two nos. of crushers of 2000 
TPH having mining lease area of 550 Ha located at Villages 
Ingalgi,Basaveshwaranagara, Halkatta, and Kundanoor, Taluka Chittapur, 
DistrictKalaburagi, Karnataka by M/s ACC Limited [File. No: IA-J-11015/76/2021-IA-II 
(NCM); Proposal No: IA/KA/MIN/252066/2022] - Amendment in ToR

EAC Meeting Details: 
EAC meeting 46th
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Date of Meeting 15thto 17th February, 2022

2. Project details:
Name of the Proposal “Kannur (Wadi area) Limestone Block (auction block) 

having lease area of 550 Ha by ACC Ltd.
Location Village Ingalgi, Basaveshwaranagara, 

Halkatta, and Kundanoor
Tehsil/Taluka Chitapur
District Kalaburagi
State / UT Karnataka
Latitudes 17°01'32.70 N to 17°02'49.00 N
Longitudes 76°56'40.00 E to 76°57'59.50 E
SoITopo sheet No. 56 C/16 

Company’s Name M/s. ACC Limited
Authorization M/s ACC Limited submitted the authorization letter in 

the name of Sh. Shanti RanjanTirkey
Accredited Consultant and 
certificate no.

Perfact Enviro Solutions Pvt Ltd.
(NABET/EIA/1922/RA 0184)

KML file Submitted
Seismic zone II

3. Category details:
Category of the project Category “A”, Project or Activity 1(a) – 3 for Mining 

of Mineral
Provisions As per EIA Notification S.O. 1533 (E), dated 

14thSeptember 2006 and subsequent amendments
Mining lease Area 550 Ha

4. Details of Terms of Reference:
Date of 

application
Proposal 

No
Details Date of 

accord
29.10.2021 IA/KA/MIN/

236358/2021
Kannur (Wadi area) Limestone Block 
(auction block) with production capacity of 
Limestone 12 MTPA & 0.581 MTPA of waste 
including top soil with two nos. of crushers of 
2000 TPH having mining lease area of 550 
Ha located at Villages Ingalgi, 
Basaveshwaranagara, Halkatta, and 
Kundanoor, Taluka Chittapur, District 
Kalaburagi, Karnataka of M/s ACC Limited

16.12.2021

Production 
Capacity

12.0 MTPA Limestone

Soil 0.058 MTPA Soil 
Waste 0.523 MTPA Waste
Total 

Excavation
12.581 MTPA

Crusher It is proposed to install two crushers of capacity 2000 TPH each within the 
mining lease area. 
The distance between both the crushers is approx. 1 km.
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Item No.07:          
 

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 
SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI 

 

 
(Through Video Conference) 

 
Original Application No. 213 of 2021(SZ) & 

I.A. No. 78 of 2022(SZ) 
 
 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
 

 
S. Sakthivel,  
Environmental Protection & Anti 
Pollution Group, Salem.  

…Applicant(s) 
   

Versus 

 

The Secretary,  

MOEF & CC, New Delhi and Ors. 

...Respondent(s) 

 
 

Date of hearing: 23.11.2022. 

 

CORAM:      

HON’BLE Smt. JUSTICE PUSHPA SATHYANARAYANA, JUDICIAL MEMBER 

HON’BLE Dr. SATYAGOPAL KORLAPATI, EXPERT MEMBER 
 

 

For Applicant(s):  None. 
 
 

For Respondent(s): Mrs. P. Kavitha for R1. 

 Dr. D. Shanmuganathan for R2 & R3. 

 Ms. Aarti represented 

 Mr. S. Sai Sathya Jith for R4. 

 Mr. S. Raghunathan and 

 Mr. T. Poornam for R6. 
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ORDER 

1. After an elaborate hearing of all the learned counsel appearing for the 

parties, the following are elucidated:- 

 

1.1 The Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Limited/6th 

respondent herein had earlier approached the Hon’ble High 

Court of Madras in W.P. No.25518 of 2006 seeking an 

injunction not to interfere with their mining activity in the 

petition mentioned premises.   

 

1.2 It was stated that their application dated 11.07.2005 was 

pending before the authorities for a renewal of the lease, as the 

original lease period granted in their favour had expired on 

19.08.2006.  Despite the application being made, much ahead 

of the date of expiry of the lease, the State Government had 

not disposed of the said application.  In view of the statutory 

provision viz., Rule 24 A (6) of the  Mineral Concession Rules, 

1960, if the renewal application which is made within time 

was not disposed of by the State Government, the lease period 

shall be deemed to have been extended by further period till 

the State Government passed the orders.  Based on the said 

rules, the Hon’ble High Court granted an injunction which is 

said to be in force till today.   
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1.3 After the said order was passed, it is stated that neither the 

Writ Petition is taken up for final disposal nor the authorities 

had filed an application to vacate the order of injunction 

granted.  On the strength of the said order, it is stated by the 

6th respondent that they have a valid lease till 2030.  

 

1.4 In the meanwhile, after the advent of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006, the 6th respondent 

applied for the Environmental Clearance (EC) in the month of 

February 2006 before the State Government and the same was 

returned by the State Government after four years in the 

month of July 2010 to be re-presented before the appropriate 

authority viz., the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate 

Change (MoEF&CC).   

 

1.5 Accordingly, it is stated that the 6th respondent had 

represented the application for consideration before the 

MoEF&CC on 17.08.2010 which was returned.  Even the same 

was again re-presented on 12.10.2011.   

 

1.6 Later, on 15.01.2016, it was classified as a violation category 

and it was re-presented which was considered between 15th & 

17th February, 2022 and it was again returned for want of a 

valid lease in their favour, as the 6th respondent did not 

possess the same. Thereafter, on 18.04.2022, a detailed 

representation was sent to the MoEF&CC explaining the 

existence of a valid lease in virtue of the order of the Hon’ble 

High Court.  The said application is also said to be pending 

and no order has been passed by the officials till today. 
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2. This Tribunal would not be able to pass orders in this original 

application unless the MoEF&CC decides on the application for an 

Environmental Clearance (EC) in light of the representation made by 

the 6th respondent and the State Government decides on the grant of 

lease application which has been pending with them since 2006. 

 

3. The learned counsel representing the State Government requested 

time to get appropriate instruction with regard to the pendency of the 

application of the 6th respondent and also about the status of the writ 

petition viz., W.P. No.25518 of 2006.  

 

4. The learned counsel for the State Pollution Control Board also wanted 

time to file the report. 

 

5. Post the matter on 10.01.2023. 

 

 Sd/- 

Smt. Justice Pushpa Sathyanarayana, JM 

 
 Sd/- 
 

                                                                     Dr. Satyagopal Korlapati, EM 
 
 

O.A. No.213/2021(SZ) & 
I.A. No.78/2022(SZ)  
23rd November, 2022. Mn.  


