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Reply to the observations of EAC in the 6th EAC meeting held on 27th – 28th 

February 2017. 

The proposal is for grant of environmental clearance to the Basundhara Coal 
Washery of 10 MTPA in an area 43.90 ha of M/s Mahanadi Coalfields Limited, located 
in District Sundergarh (Odisha). 

The proposal was considered in the 1st EAC meeting held on 27th  December, 
2016 & further considered in the EAC meeting held in the 6th EAC meeting held on 27th 
– 28th February 2017.

In the 6th EAC meeting held on 27th – 28th February 2017, the EAC 
observations were 

“The EAC, after detailed deliberations, decided not to recommend the proposal, 
but to wait for the firm action plan to be submitted adequately addressing the 
requirements contained in the mine closure status report”. 

Reply : 

The Mine Closure Status Report has been approved by the Company Board in 
its 205th meeting held on 23rd October 2018 & communicated vide letter no.MCL/SBP/ 
CS/BD-205/Exct/2018/266 dt: 31-10-2018. (copy enclosed at Annexure-1) 

Approved Mine Closure Status Report is enclosed at Annexure-2 

The time line for implementation of the action plan for reclamation/ 
restoration of Basundhara(E) mine is enclosed at Annexure-3 

Minutes of the 6th EAC meeting held on 27th – 28th February 2017, in respect of Basundhara 
Washery (copy enclosed at Annexure-4)
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(xii) There are no court cases/violation pending with the project proponent.

6.10.3 During deliberations, the EAC noted the following:- 

(i) The instant proposal as well as the proposal listed at Agenda 6.9, although uploaded separately on
the Ministry‟s website but contained the same details.  Project proponent was asked not only to rectify the
same but also to withdraw the remaining four proposals displayed on the portal, which are reported to be
infructuous.

(ii) The RO at Nagpur has inspected the site in December, 2016, but no compliance status of the earlier
EC conditions was submitted. The same was the essential requirement earlier desired by the EAC to
consider the proposal further.

6.10.4 The proposal was observed to be incomplete, and therefore deferred. 

Agenda 6.11 

Basundhara Coal Washery of 10 MTPA in an area 27.66 ha of M/s Mahanadi Coalfields Limited, 
located in District Sundergarh (Odisha) - For further consideration of EC  

6.11.1  The proposal is for grant of environmental clearance to the Basundhara Coal Washery of 10 MTPA 
in an area 27.66 ha of M/s Mahanadi Coalfields Limited, located in District Sundergarh (Odisha). 

6.11.2  The proposal was last considered in the 1st EAC meeting held on 27th December, 2016., wherein 
observations of the Committee were as under:- 

(a) Out of total area of 43.90 ha proposed for washery, forest area involved is 29.41 ha. There being
no stage-I forest clearance for the said forest land in terms of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, its
diversion for non-forestry purposes may not be permissible at present.
(b) Mine closure activities already undertaken in respect of Basundhara (East) Coal mine has to be
inconformity with the approved mining plan, conditions stipulated in EC in this regard, if any, and the other
relevant statutory provisions.
(c) Basundhara (East) coal mine is reported to be abandoned and the total process water requirement
of 2222 cum/day for coal beneficiation has been proposed to be utilized from the abandoned mine through
3.5 km long pipeline. Detailed study regarding sustenance of water availability throughout life of the washery
has not been substantiated by the project proponent.

6.11.3 In response to the observations of EAC, the details submitted by the project proponent and/or as 
informed during the meeting, are as under:- 

(i) The forest diversion proposal for 29.41 ha is in the advance stage for grant of Stage-I forest
clearance. The forest diversion proposal after all compliances has been forwarded to AIG Forests,
MoEFCC, GoI, New Delhi vide no. 5-ORC291/2016-BHU, Dtd. 01.11.2016 by Conservator of Forest
(Central), MoEFCC, BBSR.

(ii) The Environment Clearance for Basundhara (East) OCP was granted vide letter No.J-11015/31/93-
IA.II(M) dated 30th January, 1995 and the mining has been completed and coal production has been
stopped since 29.06.2005. Out of 33.78 ha of quarry area, 12.69 ha has been left as void for water body and
rest of the land has been technically & biologically reclaimed.

Annexure-4
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This post-mining land use is as per the EC issued. As per Post mining land use in EIA-EMP, out of 
33.78 Ha of quarry area, 17.29 Ha was proposed to be afforested & remaining 16.49 was proposed to be 
left for water body, haul road & dipside slope.  

Since the mining was stopped much before the Mine closure guideline was issued by Ministry of 
Coal, the mine does not have an approved mine closure plan. However, for mines closed before August 
2009, CIL has issued guideline, vide letter no. CIL/DT/122/16/254 dated 7th November, 2016, for preparation 
of Mine Closure Status Report (MCSR) instead of Mine Closure Plan.  Accordingly, CMPDIL has been 
requested to prepare the MCSR for Basudhara (East) OCP.  

(iii) A comprehensive report on sustenance of Basundhara East Quary as a water source: 12.69 ha of
Basundhara(East) OCP has been left as void and rest of the land has been technically & biologically
reclaimed. This void is being used as an artificial water reservoir and is a source of water for domestic &
industrial use for the whole area. Basundhara(West) OCP is an adjoining mine with common boundary with
Basundhara(East) OCP.  The total quarry area of Basundhara East Sump is calculated to be 126900
Sq.Mtr. Basundhara East Sump has ample capacity to store the runoff generated during the monsoon. If
required, it can also accommodate water from neighboring mines as well. At present the runoff generated
from Basundhara (West) and land outside the mine boundary (North Side) also has been channelized to the
East Sump by means of garland drains. The Digital Elevation Model showing the flow patterns in the area of
the mine has been presented in Figure 03. Calculation of sump capacity and surface runoff has been
presented in Tables 1 and 2 respectively.

Table - 1 Calculation of Sump Capacity 

Sump Name Actual Area 
(m2) 

Depth (m) Volume (Lakh m3) 

Basundhara East Sump 126900 25 ~32 

Table - 2 Calculation of Surface run-off inflow to Basundhara East Sump 

Name Area 
(M2) 

Average 
Rainfall (m) 

Coefficie
nt 

Quantity 
(L m3) 

Evaporatio
n losses 

Net quantity 
(L m3) 

R3 Area 800000 1.43 0.8 9.152 0.457 8.69 

R1 Area 1290955 1.43 0.8 14.77 0.738 14.03 

R2 Area 833009 1.43 0.8 9.53 0.476 9.05 

Total 31.77 

Table - 3 Calculation of Anticipated Water consumption from Basundhara East Sump 

Sl.no. Purpose Consumption 
per day  

Annual 
Requirement 

01. Domestic use for residential colony of 
Basundhara Area (For 365 days) 

1000 KLD 365000 KL 

02. Industrial use – Industrial cooling, spraying, Dust 
suppression in Basundhara Project 
(For 330 days) 

350 KLD 115500 KL 

03. Kulda OCP – Domestic (For 365 days) 50 KLD 18250 KL 
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04 Basundhara Washery (10 Mty) (For 365 days) 2222 KLD 733260 KL 

Total (KL) 3622 KLD 1232010 KL 

Total in L.M3 12.32 

Table - 4   Abstract 

Sl.No. Description Quantity 

1 Sump Volume (From Table -1) ~32 L.m3 

2 Surface Run-off accumulated on annual basis in 
Basundhara East Sump (From Table -2) 

~31 L.m3 

3 Water Consumption on annual basis (From Table -3) 
a) Industrial & Domestic
b) Basundhara Washery (10 Mty)

Total

4.99 L.m3 

7.33L.m3 

12.32 L.m3 ~ 12 L.m3 

Basundhara East Sump is an important surface water resource, which facilitates harvesting and storage of 
rainwater through it catchment areas and replenishment of the ground water and is a life-line for 
Basundhara coalfields. Its sustenance can be assessed by its existence in the same form and quantum 
since last 10 years. It can easily serve as an important source of water for Basundhara Washery which has 
an annual requirement of 7.33 lakh cum. Hence, it is assured that Basundhara (East) Sump, as shown in 
mine voids, will remain as water reservoir for Basundhara Washery. 

6.11.4 During deliberations, the EAC noted the following:- 

(i) The proposal is for environmental clearance to the Basundhara Coal Washery of 10 MTPA in a total
area of 43.90 ha. Out of it, the forest area involved is 29.41 ha for which Stage-I FC is yet under
consideration.

(ii) As per the detailed study regarding sustenance of water availability throughout mine life, it appears
that the total process water requirement of 2222 cum/day would be adequately met with.

(iii) The Mine Closure Plan for Basundhara (East) Coal Mine was not applicable since the mining was
stopped much before the Mine Closure guidelines issued by Ministry of Coal on 7th November, 2016.

(iv) As per the Mine Closure guidelines, mines closed before August, 2009, are required for preparation
of Mine Closure Status Report instead of Mine Closure Plan. Presently, Mine Closure Status Report is under
preparation for Basundhara (East) OCP by CMPDIL.

(v) Mine Closure Status Report would take another 3-6 months for its finalization and approval by the
Ministry of Coal. The project proponent shall be required to formulate an action plan, which would
essentially take care of restoration/reclamation of the abandoned mine and thus the management of mine
water also.

6.11.5 The EAC, after detailed deliberations, decided not to recommend the proposal, but to wait for the 
firm action plan to be submitted adequately addressing the requirements contained in the mine closure 
status report. 
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