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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Guidelines for Submission, Appraisal and Clearance of Irrigation and 

Multipurpose Project, 1989 had been prepared by the Project Appraisal 

Organisation (PAO), Central Water Commission (CWC) on the basis of the 

recommendations of the National Conference of Irrigation and Water Resources 

Ministers held in July, 1986 (Annexure-1). 

 
1.2 The procedure of project appraisal of Irrigation, Flood Control & 

Multipurpose Projects for both major and medium projects, which are having 

inter-State ramification, had been revised to accommodate various subsequent 

changes in Guidelines of the Planning Commissionand first revised Guidelines in 

this respect were issued in 2002. As per the Guidelines 2002, the concerned State 

Government in the initial stage submits preliminary report covering surveys and 

investigations, international/inter-State aspects, hydrology, irrigation planning, 

brief environmental aspects, intended benefits, etc. which are required to 

establish soundness of the project proposal. The project proposal is examined 

and if found acceptable, CWC conveys ‘In Principle’ consent to the State 

Government for preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR). Thereafter, DPR is 

prepared with up-to-date cost and simultaneously the Project Authorities 

process and obtain necessary clearances of the Ministry of Environment & 

Forests in respect of Environment Impact Assessment and Forest area being 

diverted.  If Scheduled Tribe population is diverted, the clearance of R&R Plans is 

obtained from the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The DPR thus prepared is examined 

in CWC. In States where central design and planning organizations do not exist, 

the CWC checks the designs also.  The CWC finalizes the cost, B.C. ratio, etc. and 

the State Government obtains concurrence of the State Finance Department for 

the finalised cost. The project proposal, thereafter, is put up to the Advisory 

Committee for clearance, which is, by and large, like single window clearance.  
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