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No. Z-11013/57/2014-IA.II (M) 

Government of India 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

Impact Assessment Division 

**** 

Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,  

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj,  

New Delhi-110 003 

 

Dated:  29th October, 2014 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

Subject:   Impact of mining activities on Habitations-Issues related to the mining Projects 

wherein Habitations and villages are the part of mine lease areas or Habitations and 

villages are surrounded by the mine lease area- Regarding. 

 

 The Ministry has been receiving mining proposals wherein the habitations and villages are part 

of mine lease areas or habitations and villages are surrounded by the mine lease area.  

 

2. To discuss the impact of mining activities on habitations and to develop a code of practice on 

these issues, a meeting was held under the Chairmanship of Shri M.S. Nagar, Chairman EAC (Non 

Coal Mining Sector) on 23.06.2014. After detailed deliberations by the Experts, the following 

suggestions were made as part of mitigation measures to avoid adverse impact of mining operations in 

the case of such habitations/villages:- 

 

a) The Project Authority shall adopt Best Mining Practice for the given mining conditions. In the 

mining area, adequate number of check dams, retaining walls/structures, garland drains and 

settling ponds should be provided to arrest the wash-off with rain water in catchment area.  

 

b) The natural water bodies and or streams which are flowing in and around the village should not 

be disturbed. The Water Table should be nurtured so as not to go down below the pre-mining 

period. In case of any water scarcity in the area, the Project Authorities have to provide water to 

the villagers for their use. A provision for regular monitoring of water table in open dug well 

located in village should be incorporated to ascertain the impact of mining over ground water 

table.  

 

c) The illumination and sound at night at project sites disturb the villages in respect of both human 

and animal population. Consequent sleeping disorders and stress may affect the health in the 

villages located close to mining operations. Habitations have a right for darkness and minimal 

noise levels at night. The Project Proponents (PPs) must ensure that the biological clock of the 

villagers is not disturbed by orienting the floodlights/ masks away from the villages and keeping 

the noise levels well within the prescribed limits for day/night hours.  

 

d) The Project Authority shall make necessary alternative arrangements, where required, in 

consultation with the State Government to provide alternate areas for livestock grazing. In this 

context, Project Authority should implement the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court with 

regard to acquiring grazing land. The sparse trees on such grazing ground, which provide mid-

day shelter from the scorching sun should be scrupulously guarded against felling, lest the cattle 

abandon the grazing ground or return home by noon.    
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e) Where ever blasting is undertaken as part of mining activity, the Project Authority shall carry 

out vibration studies well before approaching any such habitats or other buildings to evaluate 

the zone of influence and impact of blasting on the neighbourhood. Within 500 meters of such 

sites vulnerable to blasting vibrations, avoidance of use of explosives and adoption of 

alternative means of mineral extraction, such as ripper/dozer combination/rock breakers/ surface 

miners etc. should be seriously considered and practiced wherever practicable. A provision for 

monitoring of each blast should be made so that the impact of blasting on nearby habitation and 

dwelling units could be ascertained. The covenant of lease deed under Rule 31 of MCR 1960 

provides that no mining operations shall be carried out within 50 meters of public works such as 

public roads and buildings or inhabited sites except with the prior permission from the 

Competent Authority.   

 

f) Main haulage road in the mine should be provided with permanent water sprinklers and other 

roads should be regularly wetted with water tankers fitted with sprinklers. Crusher and material 

transfer points should invariably be provided with Bag filters and or dry fogging system. Belt-

conveyors should be fully covered to avoid air borne dust.  

 

g) The Project Authority shall ensure that the productivity of agricultural crops is not affected due 

to mining operations. Crop Liability Insurance Policy has to be taken by the PP as a precaution 

to compensate for any crop loss. The impact zone shall be 5km from the boundary of mine lease 

area for such insurance policy. In case, several mines are located in a cluster, the Associations 

of owners of the cluster mines, formed inter-alia, to sub-serve such an objective, shall take 

responsibility for securing such Crop Liability Policy. 

 

h) In case any village is located within the mining leasehold which is not likely to be affected due 

to mining activities during the life of mine, the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) should 

consider the proposal of Environmental Clearance (EC) for reduced mining area. The Mining 

lease may be executed for the area for which EC is accorded. The mining plan may also be 

accordingly revised and required stipulations under the MMDR Act, 1957 and MCR, 1960 met.  

 

i) Transportation of the minerals by road passing through the village shall not be allowed. A 

‘bypass’ road should be constructed (say, leaving a gap of at least 200 meters) for the purpose 

of transportation of the minerals so that the impact of sound, dust and accidents could be 

mitigated. The PP shall bear the cost towards the widening and strengthening of existing public 

road network in case the same is proposed to be used for the Project. No road movement should 

be allowed on existing village road network without appropriately increasing the carrying 

capacity of such roads. 

  

j) Likewise, alteration or re-routing of foot paths, pagdandies, cart roads, and village 

infrastructure/public utilities or roads (for purposes of land acquisition for mining) shall be 

avoided to the extent possible and in case such acquisition is inevitable, alternative 

arrangements shall be made first and then only the area acquired. In these types of cases, 

Inspection Reports by site visit by experts may be insisted upon which should be done through 

reputed Institutes.  

 

k) As CSR activities by Companies including the Mining Establishments has become mandatory 

up to 2% of their financial turn-over, Socio Economic Development of the neighborhood 

Habitats could also be planned and executed by the PPs more systematically based on the ‘Need 
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based door to door survey’ by established Social Institutes/Workers on the lines as required 

under TOR. “R&R Plan/compensation details for the Project Affected People (PAP) should be 

furnished. While preparing the R&R Plan, the relevant State/National Rehabilitation & 

Resettlement Policy should be kept in view. In respect of SCs /STs and other weaker sections of 

the society in the study area, a need based sample survey, family-wise, should be undertaken to 

assess their requirements, and action programmes prepared and submitted accordingly, 

integrating the sectoral programmes of line departments of the State Government. It may be 

clearly brought out whether the village located in the mine lease area will be shifted or not. The 

issues relating to shifting of Village including their R&R and socio-economic aspects should be 

discussed in the EIA report.”  

3.  The matter was examined in the Ministry and accordingly, it has been decided that the above 

mentioned conditions at para-2 (a-k) may be included as a condition of Environmental Clearance letter 

to mitigate the adverse impact of mining operations in the case of such habitations/villages. 

4. This issues with the approval of Competent Authority. 

 (Dr. V.P.  Upadhyay) 

  Director(s) 

Tel: 24695304 

                   Email- vp.upadhyay@nic.in 

To:  

 

1. All the Officers of IA Division/ROs of MoEF &CC  

2. Chairpersons/Member Secretaries of all SEIAAs/SEACs.   

3. Chairpersons/Member Secretaries of all SPCBs/UTPCCS 

 

Copy to:-  

 

1. PS to MEF. 

2. PPS to Secretary (E&F). 

3. PPS to AS (SS). 

4. PS to JS (MKS). 

5. PS to JS (MS). 

6. PS to JS (BS). 

7. Website, MoEF. 

8. Guard File. 

(Dr. V. P. Upadhyay) 

  Director(s) 
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