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Subject: Minutes of meeting of State Level Expert Appraisal Committee(SEAC) held on 

18th June, 2016 at Srinagar. 
 
Present: During the SEAC meeting held in the Office Complex of the Department of 

Ecology, Environment & Remote Sensing, Bemina, Srinagar on 18/06/2016, the following 

members were present: 
 

1. Shri SC Sharma………………………………..Chairman  
2. Shri M. A. Tak…………………………………Member   
3. Dr. G. M. Bhat………………………………….Member  
4. Shri M. A. Khan………………………………..Member   
5. Mr. Rachhpal Singh……………………………Member   
6. Shri Braj Bhushan Sharma……………………Member   
7. Mr Abul Bashir…………………………………Member   
8. Shri Abdul Rashid Makroo……………………..Member  
9. Mr. Humayun Rashid………………………… .Secretary, SEAC  

 
After formal welcome, the committee discussed about the functioning of the SEAC viz-a-viz 
it’s secretarial facility. It was unanimously felt that the present arrangement is too inadequate 
for the smooth functioning of the committee and therefore the SEAC secretariat essentially 
requires to be strengthened in terms of requisite funding, infrastructure and other facilities. 
One of the members who has been part of the previous committee informed the forum that 
the self-paid TA claims of some members of the previous committee are still pending for 
payment in the SPCB. It was suggested that the Secretary should take up the matter with 
the former Secretary, SEAC, SPCB and ensure it’s disbursement. All the members were of 
the opinion that the SEAC should call upon the Pr. Secretary to govt. for the purpose and 
also to bring some clarity with regard to few industrial policy issues in order to make 
functioning of SEAC more smooth and effective.  
The Secretary informed the forum that the cases received by the newly constituted SEAC for 
expert appraisal are drafted and presented by consultants who are not empanelled by 
NABET/QCI. These consultants are producing documents depicting either status quo 
granted by Hon’ble Courts or cases being subjudice.  
The forum was informed that the SEAC Secretariat did seek necessary clarification from the 
MoEF&CC whether to entertain  cases drafted by such unregistered consultants, but,  there 
has been no response from the Ministry in this regard sofar.  
The chairman sought action taken report on the minutes of the previous meeting of SEAC 
held on 17-03-2016 from the Secretary. Accordingly, the Secretary, SEAC gave a brief 
overview of the cases dealt with during the previous meeting. The same is discussed here 
as under:-  

1. Transfer of cases relating to grant of Environmental Clearance to projects 
pertaining to minor minerals:   
The Secretary SEAC informed that all cases falling within the purview of 
DEIAA/DEAC have been transferred by the SEIAA to the concerned Dy. 
Commissioners for appropriate action in accordance with standing guidelines issued 
under Notification No.S.O.141(E) dated 15th of January, 2016 and Notification 
No.S.O 190(E) dated 20th of January 2016 He further informed that the copy of these 
notifications have been endorsed to the DEIAA/DEAC’s with request to take 
appropriate action in the matter including preparation of the District Survey reports.  
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2. “Ansal Grace”  
The forum was informed that the Project proponent of the Project titled 
Environmental Clearance  to  Group  Housing  Project  “Ansal  Grace”  located  at  
village  Chowadi, Jammu who had been asked to furnish ownership details of the 
land over which the proposed construction is required to be raised besides furnishing 
latest status report on the legal proceedings of the case following violation of the EIA 
Notification, has not complied so far. 
 

3. R.Kay Grinding(Jammu) Pvt. Ltd.   
During deliberations on the action taken on the minutes of meeting relating to the 
grant of EC in favour of project titled, Environmental Clearance to Production of 80 
TPD Clinker & 100TPD Cement at Industrial Extension Area, Hatli Morh, Kathua, 
Jammu & kashmir by R.Kay Grinding(Jammu) Pvt. Ltd., the point-wise reply given 
vide No. RKG/2016/1117 dated 08/04/2016 by the Project Proponent in response to 
SEAC letter No. SEAC/2015-16/58-59 dated 28/03/2016 was read out by the 
Secretary, SEAC. This was followed by letter No. RKG/2016/1118 dated 27/04/2016 
submitted by the Project proponent in compliance to the Secretary SEAC’s letter No. 
SEAC/16-17/05-08 dated 25/04/2016. The forum was also informed about the 
issuance of O.M. dated 04-04-2016 where under Public Hearing has been made 
mandatory for Cement plants irrespective of whether these were within or outside the 
industrial estates. The forum was informed that the SEIAA has already asked the 
project proponent to complete the procedure of Public Hearing through the State 
Pollution Control Board and the compliance on the same is awaited till date. After 
thread bare deliberations, the SEAC forum made the following recommendations:-  

 
a. The RK Grinding should be asked to seek permission from State Water 

Resources Authority for tapping ground water.   
b. It was observed that the Project proponent has failed to produce the EC for the 

mining site from which the Lime stone is proposed to be used for the Cement 
Plant which is mandatory as per the standard ToR. Therefore, the Committee 
unanimously resolved not to recommend the case for grant of EC unless the 
project proponent produces EC of the Lime stone mine proposed to feed the 
cement plant.   

c. It was also observed with concern that most of the mining sites operating in J&K 
State prior to issuance of EIA Notification of 2006 do not have EC and these 
mines continue to plunder and recklessly exploit the landscape ecological assets 
of the state without any check or environmental safeguards. It was recommended 
that the SEIAA should take up the matter with the Government so that all the 
mining projects operating in the state are asked to obtain EC over a specified 
period of time after which no mining operations should be allowed without EC.  

This was followed by discussions on the following three projects that had been listed for 

today’s meeting. Out of the three projects, two were : Group Housing Projects under the title 

of ‘Palm Spring’ at Humhama, Badgam, Kashmir and ‘Palm Raviera’ at Sidhra, Jammu 

proposed by Adarsh Build Estate Ltd., Rakesh Kumar Gupta, 3 B/C GandhiNagar, Jammu. 

The cases of both these construction projects were presented by EC Engineers, 1, 

Visheshwariya Nagar, Gopalpur, Jaipur-302018 who again happened to be not-empanelled 

by NABET/QCI. The consultant gave a detailed presentation on the two construction 

projects. During discussions, the SEAC forum referred to the Google Earth for examining the 

landscape ecological setting of the areas. Surprisingly, it was found that in both the cases, 

the Project Proponent has already raised huge constructions in the areas at both ‘Palm 

Raviera’ , Sidhra Jammu as well as ‘Palm Spring’ Humhama, Srinagar. The consultant EC 

Engineers, Jaipur who tried to mislead the forum during presentation was also found to have 

misrepresented facts in the Project documents by enclosing satellite images and ground 

photos of the period prior to raising of constructions in violation of the law of the land. The 

Hon’ble Members took a strong exception to this. The time series Google Earth images were 

examined to find out the time when the violations had been practically executed. It was 



found that the project proponent had started violations even prior to applying for EC and thus 

the Project Proponent has violated the law factually and the SEAC was deliberately taken for 

a ride. 
 
During proceedings, the consultant was asked to explain her position as to why she had 

deliberately concealed and misrepresented the facts and violated the professional ethics. 

While accepting the misrepresentation, she couldn’t explain her professional misconduct. In 

view of the above, the SEAC took the following decisions:- 
 

1. To stop appraisal of the above cited constructions projects till legal action for 

violation of the laws is taken by SEIAA to its logical end against the project 

proponent.  
 

2. To issue a show cause notice to the Consultant viz. EC Engineers, Jaipur for 

concealment and misrepresenting of facts, and also for misleading the SEAC. The 

SEIAA shall accordingly be requested for an appropriate action under rules.  
 

3. To request the SEIAA to take appropriate legal action against the Project Proponent 
for having violated the EIA Notification of 2006.  

 
4. Further, it was observed that the land use of the project site at Humhama has been 

changed drastically(Google image of 2013 presents a wetland ecological landscape 

in the area). For ruling out involvement of land mafia in land use / land cover change, 

the SEIAA shall be apprised and requested accordingly for an appropriate action in 

the matter.  

 

This was followed by the case titled M/S Uflex Ltd.(Unit-III), SIDCO Industrial Complex Bari 

Brahamana, Samba referred by State Pollution Control Board vide Member Secretary, 

SPCB’s letter No. SPCB/TK/336/1250-52 dated 31-03-2016, came up for discussions. It was 

pointed out that the Member Secretary, SPCB has indicated in the said letter that the unit 

has already obtained EC and wants to expand its operations by manufacturing three more 

products where EC is  not required under the EIA Notification of 2006. During the 

proceedings, the Hon’ble Chairman, SEAC telephonically discussed the issue with the 

Member Secretary, SPCB who informed that the Ministry had already issued a clarification in 

the matter and the unit does not require any fresh EC for the added products. The matter 

was discussed with the Hon’ble Members and it was unanimously agreed that the SPCB 

may proceed further as per rules/ latest clarifications if any in this regard. 

 
The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the chair and the Hon’ble members. 
 
 

 

Secretary,  
SEAC 

 
No:SEAC/2016/166-75   Dated:12/07/2016  
Copy to: 

1. The Member Secretary, SEIAA, Srinagar with copy by email attachment for 
favour of kind information and necessary action. 

2. The Chairman, SEAC by email attachment for kind information. 
3. All members SEAC by email attachment for kind information. 

 
 
 
 


